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OPINIONS  OF  MODERN  JEWS 
ON  SACRIFICES. 

As  the  doctrines  of  the  sa- 
crifice and  atonement  of  the 
Messiah  form  the  corner  stone 
of  the  Christian  faith,  they  are 
necessarily  among  the  leading 
points  of  our  controversy  with 
the  unbelieving  Jews.  And  as 
these  important  truths  receive 
the  most  powerful  support  from 
the  institutions  of  the  Mosaic 
law,  a considerable  anxiety  has 
been  manifested  by  certain  mo- 
dern writers  of  that  nation,  to 
explain  away  those  precepts 
of  the  Levitical  dispensation, 
which  enjoin  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  sacrifices. 

David  Levi,  in  his  Disserta- 
tions on  the  Prophecies,*  main- 
tains, that  at  the  period  of  the 
future  redemption  all  the  sins 
of  the  people 'will  have  been 
expiated  by  the  severe  punish- 
ment executed  upon  them  in 
the  two  captivities  ; and  in  this 
way  Levi,  in  effect,  would  su- 
persede the  necessity  of  any 


* Vol.  i.  p.  232, 
VOL,  I. 


vicarious  sacrifice  for  the  sins 
of  the  Jews.  Rabbi  Crooll,t 
asserts  that  the  confession  of  sin 
and  repentance,  are  the  only 
sacrifices  which  are  now  neces- 
sary for  Israel.  A pamphlet  has 
also  been  published  lately  by 
Mr.  Solomon  Bennett,  a Jew 
residing  in  the  metropolis,  enti- 
tled, A Discoi/rse  on  Sacrifices^ 
the  object  of  which  is  to  en- 
deavour to  refute  the  doctrine, 
that  without  the  shedding  of 
blood  there  is  no  remission  of  sin. 

The  first'  six  pages  of  Mr. 
BenneJ.fs  pamphlet  are  occu- 
pied with  general  observations 
upon  the  sentiments  of  certain 
Christian  divines,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  sacrifices,  through  which 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  follow 
him,  as  his  remarks  are  rather  in 
the  style  of  declamation  than 
argument.  In  the  seventh  page 
Mr.  Bennett  professes,  that  it 
is  his  intention  to  meet  the  Chris- 
tian advocates  of  the  doctrine  of 
sacrifices  on  their  own  ground, 
viz.  the  Bible  itself;  and  we 


* Rcstoratibn  of  Israel,  p.  64, 
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shall  have  occasion  to  examine 
afterwards  in  what  manner  he 
redeems  this  pledge.  In  the 
eighth  page  he  lays  down  the 
three  following  propositions. 

Firsts  That  the  primitive  in- 
stitution of  sacrifices  was  not 
at  all  invented  for  the  remission 
of  sins. 

Secondly^  That  the  shedding 
of  animal  blood,  was  not  essen- 
tial according  to  the  Mosaic 
code  for  the  remission  of  sin. 

Thirdl;^^  That  the  com- 
mandment of  sacrifices  in  ge- 
neral, was  not  at  all  absolute, 
nor  an  essential  point  for  hu- 
man salvation  ; and  therefore 
cannot  be  observed  but  as  cere- 
monial, local,  and  temporal. 

It  is  our  intention  to  examine 
Mr.  Bennett’s  positions  at  some 
length  : but  in  doing  so,  we 
shall  somewhat  invert  the  order 
of  his  arrangement,  and  consider 
his  second  proposition  before 
we  oft'er  any  observations  upon 
the  first.  The  reason  which 
induces  us  to  do  this  is,  that 
the  principles  of  the  patriar- 
chal offerings  may  naturally  be 
expected  to  receive  much  elu- 
cidation from  the  preceptive 
parts  of  the  Mosaic  institutions ; 
and  if  it  be  proved  from  the 
scriptures,  that  the  shedding  of 
animal  blood  was  necessary 
under  the  law,  in  all  ordinary 
circumstances,  for  the  remission 
of  sin,  then  Mr.  Bennett’s  first 
position  will  fall  to  the  ground 
of  itself. 

Now  it  is  not  denied,  that 
during  the  subsistence  of  the 
Levitical  economy  there  were 
some  cases,  in  which  pardon 
was  dispensed  without  animal 
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sacrifices,  and  thus  in  a certain 
very  limited  sense,  though  by  no 
means  in  that  which  is  intended 
by  Mr.  Bennett,  it  may  be  ad- 
mitted that,  the  shedding  of 
animal  blood,  was  not  always 
essential  for  the  remission  of  sin. 
But  in  this  concession  there  is 
nothing  inconsistent  with  the 
Christian  system  : for  it  is  no 
where  said  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, that  the  shedding  of  ani- 
mal blood  could  in  itself  pro- 
cure pardon.  On  the  contrary 
it  is  expressly  affirmed,  that 
“ It  is  not  possible  that  the 
blood  of  bulls  or  of  floats 
should  take  away  sinsF  Heb. 
X.  4.  The  Christian  doctrine 
is,  that  in  conformity  to  the 
prediction  of  Isaiah,  liii.  10.  the 
Messiah  was,  in  the  fulness  of 
time,  to  be  made  an  or 

sin  offering,  for  the  transgres- 
sions of  men,  by  dying  for  them 
upon  the  cross,  and  that  his 
blood  was  from  the  beginning, 
the  only  efficient  procuring 
cause  of  pardon  and  salvation, 
having  had  a retrospective 
effect  even  to  the  first  entrance 
of  sin  into  the  world.  Now  we 
believe  that  the  animal  sacri- 
fices, both  Patriarchal  and  Levi- 
tical, derived  all  their  virtue 
from  their  appointed  relation  to 
the  offering  of  the  Messiah,  as 
its  typical  representatives.  But 
as  the  legal  sacrifices  could  be 
made  only  at  the  tabernacle  or 
temple  of  the  Lord,  there  were 
certain  situations  in  which  be- 
lievers under  the  Mosaic  eco- 
nomy were  precluded  from 
offering  them.  This  was  the 
case  with  Daniel  and  Ezekiel, 
and  other  Jews  who  were  in 
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captivity  at  Bab j Ion.  These 
holy  men  were  partakers  of 
salvation  without  animal  sacri- 
fices, but  certainly  not  without 
a sacrifice ; for  they  were  ac- 
cepted of  God  only  in  conside- 
ration of  the  perfect  or 

trespass  offering,  of  the  Messiah. 

But  having  admitted  these 
exceptions,  we  must  in  the 
next  place  observe,  that  Mr. 
Bennett’s  position,  as  a general 
proposition,  is  directly  opposed 
to  the  whole  tenour  of  the 
Mosaic  revelation.  We  shall 
endeavour  to  shew  the  very  re- 
verse of  it  to  be  true,  and  that 
under  all  ordinary  circum- 
stances, the  shedding  of  animal 
blood  was  essential,  under  the 
Levitical  code,  to  the  forgive- 
ness of  sin.  In  order  to  make 
put  this,  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  enter  into  any  elaborate  ar- 
gument. One  or  two  quota- 
tions from  the  Old  Testament 
will  establish  the  point,  beyond 
contradiction,  to  every  unpre- 
judic^ed  mind. 

The  first  text  which  we  shall 
select  for  this  purpose  is  Levit. 
xvii.  11.  The  life  of  the 
flesh  is  in  the  blood:  and  I have 
given  it  you  upon  the  altar  to 
make  an  atonement  for  your 
souls  : for  it  is  the  blood  that 
7naketh  an  atonement  for  the 
soul.  The  exposition  of  these 
words  in  the  Targum  of  Jona- 
than Ben  Uzziel  is  as  follows.* 
For  the  substance  of  the  life  of 


«in  NCiKS  Ss  vsi  DVp  ♦ 

Sy  Shod  Nn?no  Hy 

^y\n  Sy  «in  kos'o  onx  onu 

•»63D 


all  fesh  is  in  the  bloody  and  I 
have'  given  it  to  you  for  a sta- 
tute that  ye  shall  present  the 
blood for  a sacrifice  instead  of 
the  blood  of  your  souls  : for 
blood  is  the  offering  atoning  for 
the  sins  of  the  soul. 

If  we  mistake  not.  Rabbi  So- 
lomon Jarchi  writes  on  the 
same  text.*  For  the  life  of  the 
flesh  of  every  creature  actheres 
to  the  blood:  therefore  I have 
given  it  for  an  atonement  for  the 
life  of  man  : let  life  be  brought 
to  atone  for  life. 

The  above  passage,  were 
there  no  other,  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  refute  Mr.  Bennett’s 
second  proposition.  For  we 
cannot  suppose  God  to  have 
appointed  that  to  be  the  atone- 
ment for  the  soul,  which  was  in 
no  way  essential  in  order  to 
atonement.  To  charge  God 
with  having  acted  in  such  a 
manner,  would  be  imputing  to 
him  that  which  is  unworthy  of 
the  infinite  perfection  of  his 
nature.  Now  Mr.  Bennett’s 
position,  that  the  shedding  of 
blood  was  not  essential  for  re- 
mission, when  set  against  the 
foregoing  passage  of  Leviticus, 

' does  in  effect  contain  this 
charge  against  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel,  and  therefore  is  not 
only  contrary  to  the  scriptures, 
but  must  be  rejected  with  ab- 
horrence as  dislionourable  to 
God.  We  shall,  however,  pro- 
duce further  evidence,  for  the 
same  purpose,  founded  on  the 
manner  in  which  the  Levitical 


ana  ma  Sa  W niyan  ♦a  * 
onan  Sy  naaS  vnm  -ja’&Si  nnSn 
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law  required  that  atonement 
sliould  be  made  for  individual 
offences.  In  Levit.  iv.  we 
find  it  written,  that  if  a priest 
sinned  througli  ignorance,  he 
was  to  bring  a young  bullock 
as  a sin  offering,  he  was  to  lay 
his  hand  upon  the  bullock’s 
head,  and  kill  the  bullock  be- 
fore the  Lord.  He  was  to 
sprinkle  the  blood  seven  times 
before  the  Lord  ; the  fat  of  the 
bullock  was  to  be  burnt  on  the 
altar  of  burnt  offering,  and  the 
body  of  the  bullock  was  to  be 
carried  without  the  camp  and 
burnt  with  fire.  A similar 
offering  is  prescribed  for  a sin 
of  ignorance  committed  by  the 
whole  congregation  of  Israel. 
Sins  of  ignorance  committed  by 
a ruler,  or  by  one  of  the  com- 
mon people,  are  also  required 
to  be  atoned  for  by  blood. 

Mr.  Bennett  indeed  quotes 
Levit.  V.  II — 14.  to  shew  that 
in  certain  cases  atonement  might 
be  made  without  blood,  by 
bringing  the  tenth  part  of  an 
ephah  of  fine  flour  for  a sin 
offering.  This,  however,  was  an 
exception  only  permitted  to 
those,  who  were  in  such  poor 
and  abject  circumstances,  as  to 
be  unable  to  bring  even  so  much 
as  two  young  pigeons  for  a sin 
offering.  And  with  respect  to 
these  particular  cases,  it  de- 
serves notice,  that  the  blood  of 
the  two  lambs  offered  every  day 
on  the  altar  of  burnt  offerings, 
the  one  in  the  morning  the 
other  in  the  evening,  for  the 
whole  congregation  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  made  up  for 
the  imperfection  of  all  the  other 
daily  offerings  and  atonements 


of  individuals  ; so  fhat  it  may 
be  affirmed  that  the  poor  person 
who  offered  the  tenth  part  of  an 
ephah  of  flour,  was  accepted  in 
virtue  of  the  blood  of  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  lamb. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to 
quote  some  passages  respecting 
the  sacrifices  which  were  offer- 
ed on  the  great  day  of  atone- 
ment. The  high  priest  was 
commanded,  on  that  solemn  oc- 
casion, to  offer  a bullock  for  a 
sin  offering,  to  make  an  atone- 
ment for  himselLand  his  house, 
and  a goat  as  a sin  offering  for 
the  congregation  : and  it  is  said, 
Levit.  xvi.  14,  He  shall  take 
of  the  Mood  of  the  bullock  and 
sprinkle  it  with  his  finger  upon 
the  mercy  seat  eastward^  and 
before  the  mercy  seat  shall  he 
sprinkle  of  the  blood  with  his 
finger  seven  times.  Then  shall 
he  kill  the  goat  of  the  sin  offer- 
ing  that  is  for  the  people^  and 
bring  his  blood  within  the  veil^ 
and  do  with  that  blood  as  he  did 
with  the  blood  of  the  bullock^ 
and  sprinkle  it  upon  the  mercy 
seat  and  before  the  mercy  seat^ 
and  he  shall  make  an  atonement 
for  the  holy  place because  of 
the  uncleanness  of  the  children 
of  Israel.,  and  because  of  their 
transgressions  in  all  their  sins : 
and  so  shall  he  do  for  the  taber- 
nacle of  the  congregation  that 
remaineth  among  them,  because 
of  their  transgressions.  And 
there  shall  be  no  man  in  the  ta- 
bernacle of  the  congregation 
when  he  goeth  in  to  make  an 
atonement  in  the  holy  place, 
until  he  come  out  and  have 
made  an  atonement  for  himself 
and  his  household,  and  for  all 
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the  congregation  of  Israel, 

' And  he  shall  go  out  unto  the  aU 
tar  that  is  before  the  Lord^  and 
make  an  atonement  for  and 
shall  lake  of  the  blood  of  the 
bullock^  and  of  the  blood  of  the 
goat^  and  put  it  upon  the  horns 
of  the  altar  round  akoitt.  Andhe 
shall  sprinkle  of  the  blood  upon 
it  with  his  fnger  seven  times^ 
and  cleanse  it  and  hallow  it  from 
the  uncleanness  of  the  children 
of  Israel. 

Now  what,  after  reading  the 
foregoing  passages,  are  we  to 
think  of  the  proposition  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Bennett,  that  the 
shedding  of  animal  blood  was 
not  essential,  according  to  the 
Mosaic  law,  for  the  remission  of 
sin  ? Is  it  not  perfectly  plain 
that  the  very  reverse  was  the 
case  ; and  that^  in  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances there  was,  without 
the  shedding  of  animal  blood, 
no  remission  of  sin  ? Not  only 
were  the  sins  of  the  priests 
and  the  people  purged  with 
blood,  but  the  tabernacle  and 
altar  were  considered  as  hav- 
ing contracted  uncleanness  from 
the  sins  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  and  they  were  com- 
manded to  be  cleansed  with 
blood  on  the  day  of  atonement. 
In  fact,  the  sliedding  of  blood 
for  the  atonement  of  sin,  per- 
vaded every  part  of  the  temple 
ordinances.  The  service  of 
every  day  began  by  shedding 
the  blood  of  the  morning  lamb, 
and  finished  by  again  shedding 
the  blood  of  the  evening  lamb. 
Doubtless  also  the  ideas  which 
presented  themselves  to  the 
minds  of  all  the  devout  wor- 
shippers of  the  people  of  Israel, 
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in  the  shedding  of  blood,  were 
those  of  guilt  contracted  by 
them,  and  the  atonement  of  that 
guilt  by  the  blood  of  the  sacri- 
fice. Indeed,  when,  according 
to  the  precept  of  the  law,  the 
offerer  brought  tlie  animal  to  be 
offered  in  sacrifice,  it  is  said  ex- 
pressly, Levit.  i.  4.*  And  he 
shall  lay  his  hand  upon  the 
head  of  the  burnt  offerings  and 
it  shall  be  accepted  for  him  to 
make  atonement  for  him.  It  is 
manifest  that  the  animal  offered 
was,  in  this  action  of  the  offerer, 
accepted  as  a substitute  for  him. 

Let  us  now  consider  how 
Mr.  Bennett  has  redeemed  his 
pledge  of  meeting  the  Christian 
advocates  for  the  doctrine  of 
sacrifices  on  the  ground  of  the 
scriptures,  By  a reference  to 
his  pamphlet,f  it  will  be  found 
that  he  brings  forward  no  pas-  ’ 
sages  from  the  Old  Testament 
in  support  of  his  second  propo- 
sition, with  the  exception  of  the 
three  following;  1st.  Lev.  ch.  i. 
which  relates  to  burnt  oflferings ; 
2dly.  Levit.  ii.  1 — 14.  where 
meat  offerings  of  flour  and  oil, 
&c.  are  authorized  ; 3rd,  and 
lastly,  Levit.  v.  11 — 14.  which 
we  have  already  considered. 
N ow  of  burnt  offerings  it  may 
be  affirmed,  on  the  authority  of 
the  Targum  of  Jonathan,  Levit. 
vi.  9.  that  they  were  appointed 
to  atone  for  the  thoughts  of  the 
hearts.:}:  This  is  the  statute  of 

the  burnt  offering  which  cometh 


nS  nSyn  vkt  Sy  * 

+ Discourse  on  Sacrifices,  page  13. 
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for  an  atonement  of  the 
thoughts  of  the  heart.  Indeed 
from  Levit.  i.  4.  above  quoted, 
it  is  manifest  that  the  burnt 
offering  was  a proper  atonement, 
and  accordingly,  the  blood  of 
the  animal  slain  for  this  pur- 
pose, was  commanded  to  be 
sprinkled  round  about  upon  the 
altar  (see  Levit.  i.  5).  It  fol- 
lows, therefore,  that  the  first  of 
the  passages  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Bennett  to  prove  his  second 
position,  makes  against  his  rea- 
soning, and  not  in  favour  of  it. 
With  respect  to  the  meat  offer- 
ings, mentioned  in  Levit.  ii. 
1 — 14.  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  were  to  be  brought  for  the 
purpose  of  atonement,  or  obtain- 
ing the  remission  of  sin:  they 
therefore  have  no  connection 
with  the  point  under  discussion, 
and  prove  nothing  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Bennett’s  theory.  And  with 
regard  to  the  third  passage  re- 
ferred to  by  this  Jewish  writer, 
it  has  already  been  shewn,  that 
the  liberty  therein  given  to 
bring  the  tenth  part  of  an 
ephah  of  fine  flour  for  a sin 
offering,  was  orlly  an  exception 
in  favour  of  persons  in  extreme 
indigence. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  not  thought 
it  convenient  to  quote  or  com- 
ment upon  any  of  the  numerous 
texts  in  the  Old  Testament, 
which  most  strongly  and  direct- 
ly oppose  his  owru  sentiments. 
How  then  is  it  possible  that  we 
should  view  him  in  the  light  of 
a sincere  inquirer  after  divine 
truths  since  he  has  in  fact  acted 
the  part  of  a partial  judge,  who, 
in  summing  up  the  evidence  for 
the  j ury,  were  to  omit  altogether 


what  was  said  by  the  witnesses 
on  one  side  of  the  trial  ? We 
would  humbly  recommend  it  to 
those  of  the  children  of  Israel 
who  may  read  these  remarks 
to  distrust  such  guides  as 
Mr.  Bennett,  and  to  search  the 
scriptures  for  themselves.  If 
they  can  be  persuaded  to  do 
so,  they  will  soon  perceive  the 
emptiness  and  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  the  opinions  of  those 
modern  Jewish  writers,  who 
wish  to  explain  away,  or  to  re- 
ject, that  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  the  word  of  God,  that 
it  is  the  blood  which  maketh 
atonement  for  the  souL 

We  shall  now  revert  to  the 
first  proposition  of  Mr.  Ben- 
nett, wherein  it  is  asserted  that 
the  primitive  institution  of  sa- 
crifices was  not  invented  for  the 
remission  of  sins.  We  must 
first  observe,  that  this  proposi- 
tion contains  in  itself  a contra- 
diction of  terms.  By  an  insti- 
tution of  religion,  we  generally 
mean  that  which  is  appointed 
of  God  himself : but  by  an  in- 
vention in  religion,  we  intend 
to  express  those  practices  in 
the  worship  of  God,  which 
rest  not  upon  any  divine  com- 
mandment, but  are  the  result  of 
human  fancy  or  caprice.  If, 
therefore,  sacrifices  were  a pri- 
mitive institution^  they  were 
certainly  not  invented  by  man ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they 
were  invented^  we  hold  it  con- 
tradictory to  affirm  that  they 
were  a primitive  institution. 

In  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  Ben- 
nett in  support  of  this  propo- 
sition, we  have  in  vain  looked 
for  some  colour  at  least  of 
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scriptural  evidence.  But  we 
find  only  loose  assertions  such 
as  this;  ‘‘  Tlie  patriarchal  sacri- 
fices were  neither  absolute  nor 
for  remission  of  sins : they  were 
all  voluntary  gifts  and  free  dona- 
tions, as  tokens  of  gratitude  and 
obedience  towards  the  universal 
benefactor;  nor  had  they  any 
other  than  those  liberal  senti- 
ments in  view  in  bringing  offer- 
ings to  the  deity.”  All  this  is 
very  well  as  assertion^  but 
surely  it  is  not  expected  that  we 
are  to  receive  it  as  evidence  or 
argument.  It  is  entirely  desti- 
tute of  proof,  and  rests  upon 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Solomon 
Bennett,  who,  however  respect- 
able he  may  be,  does  not,  in  our 
view,  possess  those  requisites, 
which  are  necessary  to  give  his 
opinions  the  stamp  of  truth,  in 
opposition  both  to  the  scrip- 
tures and  the  most  ancient  au- 
thorities of  the  Jewish  church. 

If  the  sacrifices  of  the  patri- 
archs were  free  donations  as  to- 
kens of  gratitude  and  obedience 
to  God,  then,  we  would  ask,  why 
there  were  no  sacrifices  in  pa- 
radise, when  man  was  in  a state 
of  innocence  ? Surely  gratitude 
and  obedience  were  then  paid  by 
him  to  his  Creator,  and  tokens 
of  that  obedience  were  not  want- 
ing. Will  Mr.  Bennett  then 
assert,  that  in  paradise  there 
were  sacrifices  ? or  if  he  does 
not  choose  to  affirm  that  there 
were,  how  can  he  account  for 
their  institution  when  man  fell 
into  a state  of  guilt,  unless  they 
were  intended  to  expiate  his 
guilt;  or,  to  speak  with  greater 
exactness,  to  prefigure  and  form 
as  it  were  the  connecting  link 
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with  that  great  expiation,  which 
was  in  the  fulness  of  time  to  be 
made  in  the  person  of  the  Mes- 
siah ? 

But  we  are  not  loft  to  collect 
the  principles  which  pervaded 
the  sacrificial  offerings  of  the 
patriarchs,  from  conjecture  or 
general  reasoning.  The  scrip- 
tures throw  sufficient  light  on 
the  subject  to  enable  us  to  see, 
that,  from  the  remotest  period  of 
time,  blood  was  shed  for  the  re- 
mission of  sin.  No  sooner  did 
Noah  descend  from  the  ark,  af- 
ter the  deluge,  than  he  took  of 
evert/  clean  beast  and  of  every 
clean fowl,  and  offered  burnt  cf 
ferings  on  the  altar.*  Now  if 
it  be  asked,  what  was  the  reason 
of  this  offering,  we  must  revert 
to  the  authority  of  the  Targum 
of  Jonatlian,  on  Levit.  vi.  9. 
already  quoted,  which  declares 
that  burnt  offerings  come  for  an 
atonement  of  the  thoughts  of 
the  heart,  and  to  the  words  of 
the  text  in  Levit.  i.  4.  He 
shall  put  his  hand  upon  the  head 
of  the  burnt  offering  and  it  shall 
be  accepted  for  him  to  make 
atonement  for  him.  Upon  this 
double  testimony  we  ground  an 
undoubted  inference,  that  the 
burnt  offerings  of  Noah  were 
brought  to  atone  for  sin.  In 
confirmation  of  which  conclu- 
sion we  shall  next  quote  the 
book  of  Job,  i.  4.  Atid  his  sons 
went  and  feasted  in  their  houses 
every  one  his  day ; and  sent 
and  called for  their  three  sisters 
to  eat  and  to  drink  with  them. 
And  it  was  so  when  the  days  of 
their  feasting  were  gone  about, 


* Genesis  viii,  20. 
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that  Job  sent  and  sanctified 
them^  and  rose  up  early  in  the 
mornings  and  offered  burnt  of- 
ferings according  to  the  number 
of  the?!!  all ; for  Job  said,  It 
may  he  that  my  sons  have  sin- 
ned, and  cursed  God  in  their 
hca?'ts.  Thus  did  Job  continu- 
ally. 

From  the  foregoing  passage 
it  appears,  that  the  burnt  offer- 
ings which  were  offered  by  Job 
for  his  sons,  were  intended  to 
atone  for  the  sins  of  their  hearts : 
It  may  be  that  my  sons  have 
sinned,  and  cursed  God  in  their 
hearts.  The  practice  of  this 
holy  man,  ther^bre,  confirms  in 
the  most  powerful  manner,  all 
that  has  been  said  above,  in 
reference  to  the  expiatory  na- 
ture of  the  patriarchal  offerings. 
We  shall,  however,  produce 
another  quotation  from  the  same 
book,  to  show  that  sacrifices 
were  actually  commanded  by 
God,  as  the  means  of  obtaining 
the  remission  of  sin.  ch.  xlii.  7. 
And  it  was  so,  that  after  the 
Lord  had  spoken  these  words 
unto  Job,  the  Lord  said  unto 
Elipha%  the  Temanite,  My 
wrath  iskindled against  thee  and 
thy  two  friends,  for  ye  have  not 
spoken  of  me  the  thing  that  is 
right,  as  my  servant  Job  hath. 
Therefore  take  unto  you  now 
seven  bullocks,  and  seven  rams, 
and  go  to  my  servant  J ob,  and 
offer  up  for  yourselves  a burnt 
offering,  and  my  servant  Job 
shall  pray  for  you,  for  him  will 
I accept : lest  I deal  with  you 
after  your  folly,  in  that  ye 
have  not  spoken  of  me  the  th  ing 
that  is  right,  like  my  servant 
Job. 
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Now  as  we  presume  the  mo- 
dern Jews,  will  not  deny  the 
remote  age  of  the  book  of  J ob, 
which  is  by  most  Jewish,  as 
well  as  Christian  writers,  admit- 
ted to  be  even  more  ancient  than 
Genesis,  it  must  be  allowed, 
that  the  constant  practice  of 
Job,  and  the  express  command 
of  God  to  Eliphaz  the  Tema- 
nite, give  new  force  to  the  whole 
of  the  preceding  reasoning. 

Having  produced  so  much 
scriptural  evidence  upon  the 
point  in  question,  we  deem  it 
quite  unnecessary  to  enter  at 
much  length  upon  the  conside- 
ration of  that  part  of  Mr.  Ben- 
nett’s reasoning,  wherein  he  en- 
deavours, consistently  with  his 
theory  that  sacrifices  were  not 
necessary  for  the  pardon  of  sin, 
to  account  for  their  introduc- 
tion into  the  Levitical  economy. 
According  to  Mr.  Bennett,  the 
system  of  sacrifices  having 
spread  over  the  whole  surface  of 
the  habitable  world,  could  not 
have  been  dispensed  with,  at 
the  establishment  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Israel;  because 
such  a change  would  have  given 
too  great  a shock  to  current 
prejudices.  The  entire  aboli- 
tion (says  Mr.  B.)  of  the  idola- 
trous practices  then  promulgat- 
ed among  mankind,  and  the 
change  of  the  minds  or  customs 
of  men  from  one  extremity  to 
another,  might  be  violence  done 
to  the  choice.”  The  practice 
of  sacrifices^  which  this  Jewish 
writer  evidently  classes  with 
these  idolatrous  usages,  was 
therefore  tolerated  and  reduced 
within  narrower  limits,  and  re- 
fined from  its  corruptions. 
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Such  is  the  substance  of  the 
reasoning  of  Mr.  Bennett,  to 
account  for  the  existence  of  that 
which  pervades  every  part  of 
the  institutions  of  Mount  Sinai. 
In  answer  to  it  we  shall  offer 
only  two  or  three  remarks. 
Firsts  It  is  dishonourable  to  the 
divine  author  of  the  Levitical 
economy,  inasmuch  as  it  sup- 
poses God  himself  to  have  not 
only  tolerated  but  enjoined  that 
which  is  ranked  among  idola- 
trous practices.  Secondl^^  It  is 
entirely  destitute  of  evidence, 
shall  we  say  even  of  the  shadow 
of  evidence,  and  rests  solely  on 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Solomon 
Bennett.  Thirdly.^  It  is  contrary 
to  the  whole  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  Mosaic  law,  for  the  shed- 
ding of  the  blood  of  animals  in 
sacrifice  formed  so  fundamental 
a part  of  that  law,  that  we  find 
when  the  covenant  was  ratified 
at  Sinai,  burnt  offerings  and 
peace  offerings  were  offered  to 
the  Lord  ; and  it  is  added.  Ex. 
xxiv.  8.  Moses  took  the  blood 
and  sprinkled  it  on  the  people^ 
and  said,  Behold  the  blood  of  the 
covenant  zchich  the  Lord  hath 
made  with  you  concerning  all 
these  words.  Should  it  be  here 
asserted  by  Mr.  Bennett,  that 
this  blood  was  not  for  the  pur- 
of  atonement,  but  to  borrow 
his  own  words  ‘‘  was  merely 
ceremonial  and  circumstantial,” 
we  shall  oppose  to  him  the  ex- 
press testimonies  of  the  Tar- 
gums  of  Onkelos  and  Jonathan 
Ben  Uzziel,  the  first  of  which  is 
as  follows.*  And  Moses  took 

pnn  aon-n'  n\ro  a*Dn  * 
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the  blood  and  sprinkled  it  upon 
the  altar  to  make  atonement  for 
the  people,  and  said,  This  is 
the  blood  of  the  covenant  which 
the  Lord  hath  made  with  you 
concerning  all  these  words.  As 
the  other  Targumist  agrees  with 
Onkelos,  we  cleera  it  superfluous 
to  quote  his  words. 

Enough  has  probably  been 
said  to  shew  the  futility  of  Mr. 
Bennett’s  two  first  positions. 
We  shall  now  therefore  pass  on 
to  his  third,  viz.  “ That  the 
command  of  sacrifices  in  gene- 
ral, was  not  at  all  absolute,  nor 
an  essential  point  for  human 
salvation,  and  therefore  cannot 
be  observed,  but  as  ceremonial, 
local,  and  temporal.”  To 
prove  this  point,  Mr.  Bennett 
reasons  as  follows.  “ If  we  ex- 
amine the  prophetical  books  at 
large,  we  shall  find,  that  they 
all  confirm  what  I have  advanc- 
ed, viz.  that  the  w)hole  system 
of  sacrifices,  were  neither  essen- 
tial to  salvation,  nor  absolute 
commandments.  Thusweread, 
And  Samuel  said.  Hath  God  as 
great  delight  in  burnt  offerings' 
and  sacrifices,  as  in  obeying 
the  word  of  the  Lord?  Behold, 
to  obey  is  jneferable  to  offering 
sacrifices,  and  to  hearken  is 
more  acceptable  than  the  fat  of 
rams.  (1  Sam.  xv.  22.)  To 
the  same  effect,  Mr.  Bennett 
quotes  various  other  texts,  from 
the  writings  of  David  and  the 
prophets,  the  strongest  of  which 
is  perhaps  in  Jer.  vii.  22,  23. 
For  1 spake  not  toy  out  fathers, 
nor  did  I command  them  in  the 
day  1 brought  them  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  concerning 
burnt  offerings  and  sacrifices  y 
3 M 


410 


Opinio7is  of  modern  Jem  on  Sao'ifices, 


blit  this  I commanded  them^  say* 
ing^  Obey  my  voice^  and  1 will 
he  your  God, 

Now  in  answer  to  the  above 
reasoning  we  observe,  that  it 
has  already  been  admitted,  that 
animal  sacrifices,  inthemsehes ^ 
could  not  atone  for  sin,  and  that 
they  derived  all  their  efficacy 
from  their  appointed  relation 
to  the  great  offering  of  the 
Messiah.  But  there  was  in  the 
wicked,  the  carnal  and  world- 
ly minded  of  the  people  of  Is- 
rael, a constant  propensity  to 
lose  sight  of  the  spirituality 
of  the  divine  commandments, 
and  to  substitute  sacrifices,  in 
the  room  of  obedience  to  the 
moral  law.  In  other  words, 
. they  conceived  that  they  might 
slay  the  innocent,  and  rob,  and 
commit  adultery,  and  practise 
every  other  abomination  which 
entered  into  their  hearts,  and 
atone  for  all  by  costly  sacrifices 
and  offerings.  That  this  is 
not,  by  any  means,  an  over- 
strained statement,  may  be 
made  out  from  the  first  chapter 
of  the  prophecies  of  Isaiah,  and 
the  seventh  of  Jeremiah,  and 
various  other  parts  of  the  pro- 
phetical writings. 

When  the  institution  of  sacri- 
fices was  thus  perverted  from 
its  original  purposes,  which 
were  inseparably  connected 
with  the  moral  purification 
of  the  offerer.  When  the  sa- 
crifices of  the  law  were  sub- 
stituted for  that  holiness  which 
is  tlie  end  of  the  law,  and  so 
were  made  the  means  of  sub- 
verting the  commandment  it- 
self; the  prophets  were  ia- 
.structed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to 


recall  the  people  to  the  prac- 
tice of  holiness,  and  to  show 
them  the  utter  inefficacy  of  sa- 
crifices, if  unaccompanied  with 
true  repentance  for  past  sins, 
and  obedience  to  the  precepts 
of  the  moral  law.  In  proportion 
also  to  the  near  approach  of 
that  blessed  period,  when  the 
Messiah  was  in  his  own  person 
to  offer  up  the  great  sacrifice 
for  sin  of  which  the  Levitical 
offerings  were  only  faint  and 
imperfect  shadows,  the  minds 
of  the  prophets  seem,  as  it  were 
to  have  caught  a glimpse  of  the 
day  that  was  approaching.  Of 
which  salvation  the  prophets 
have  inquired  and  searched 
diligently,,  who  prophesied  of 
the  grace  that  should  come 
unto  you  : Searching  what^  or 
what  manner  of  time,,  the  spirit 
of  Christ  which  was  in  them 
did  signify,  when  it  testified  he- 
forehand  the  sufferings  of  Christ 
and  the  glory  that  should  fol- 
low, 1 Pet.  i.  10,  11. 

No  wonder  if,  under  the  im- 
pressions made  upon  their 
minds  by  the  view  of  this  glo- 
ry, they  expressed  themselves 
rather  in  disparaging  terms  of 
those  shadows  of  the  night  with 
which  they  were  surrounded ! 
When,  for  example,  Isaiah 
saw,  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy, 
that  righteous  servant  of  God, 
whose  soul  was  to  be  made 
a trespass  offering,  it 
was  impossible  for  him  any 
longer  to  consider  the  sacri- 
fices of  the  Levitical  law  but  as 
beggarly  elements,  when  com- 
pared with  the  substantial  glo- 


* Isaiah  liii.  10, 
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ries  of  the  evangelical  dispen- 
sation. 

To  the  above  two  causes 
raay  be  traced  all  the  expres- 
sions in  the  prophetical  writings, 
which  have  been  collected  by 
Mr.  Solomon  Bennett  to  prove 
liis  third  proposition.  Still, 
however,  it  cannot  be  pretended, 
that  the  prophets  ever  taught 
the  people,  that'  they  were  at 
liberty  to  omit  the  sacrifices 
ordained  in  tlie  law,  or  that 
they  sanctioned  such  an  omis- 
sion by  their  own  example. 
Not  only  so,  but  those  kings  of 
Israel,  who  v/ere  held  up  as 
patterns  of  eminent  piety,  were 
zealous  in  offering  up  the  ap- 
pointed sacrifices  to  the  Lord, 
as  may  be  gathered  from  the 
conduct  of  David,  2 Sam. 
vi.  17.  of  Solomon  in  his  early 
days,  1 Kings  viii.  62 — 64. 
and  Josiah,  2 Chron.  xxxv. 
7—9. 

One  affecting  circumstance 
is  also  related  in  the  history 
of  David,  which  is  sufficient 
to  disprove  the  whole  reasoning 
of  Mr.  Bennett  under  his  third 
proposition.  David  having 
been  templed  to  sin  against  the 
Lord,  in  the  matter  of  num- 
bering the  people  of  Israel  and 
Judah;  the  JLord  sent  a pestU 
lenee  upon  Israel  from  the 
mornings  even  to  the  time  ap- 
pointed^ and  there  died  of  the 
people.^  from  Dan  even  to  Beer- 
sheba,  seventy  thousand  men. 
Upon  this  melancholy  occasion, 
David,  having  been  commanded 
to  do  so  by  the  mouth  of  the 
prophet  Gad,  built  an  altar  to 
the  Lord,  on  the  threshing 
floor  of  Araunah  the  Jebusitc, 


and  offered  burnt  offerings,  and 
peace  offerings;  so  the  Lord 
zoas  intreated  for  the  land,  and 
the  plague  was  stayed  from 
Israel,  2 Sam.  xxiv.  15 — 25. 

Now  it  seems  manifest,  that 
these  burnt  offerings  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Jjord  himself,  to 
be  the  means  of  atonement  and 
pardon ; and  coiisequeiitly  of 
staying  the  plague,  which  had 
been  inflicted  on  the  people,  for 
the  sin  of  David. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  there 
are  some  passages  in  the 
Psalms,  wherein  David  seems 
so  to  express  liimself,  as  if  he. 
set  no  high  value,  on  the  insti- 
tution of  sacrifices.  Thus  in 
Psalm  li.  16.  he  says,  Thoude- 
sirest  not  sacrifice,  else  would  1 
give  it : thou  delightest  not  in 
burnt  offerings.  But  if  we  re- 
gard David  as  an  inspired  per- 
son, we  ought  to  interpret  his 
language  by  his  own  conduct, 
and  we  shall  see,  that  when  he 
says,  God  desireth  not  sacri- 
fices, and  takes  not  delight  in 
burnt  offerings,  he  means  those 
sacrifices  which  the  carnal 
Israelites  vainly  and  impiously 
imagined  would  be  accepted,  in 
tlie  room  of  true  repentance  and 
amendment  of  life ; and  he  thus 
shews,  that  sacrifices  are  of  no 
avail,  unless  accompanied  with 
a contrite  and  broken  heart. 

What  David  Kimchi  remarks 
on  this  passage,  is  also  deserv- 
ing of  notice.  He  observes, 
that  offerings  were  appointed 
for  sins  of  ignorance,  but  not 
for  presumptuous  offences. 
Tlie  true  reason  of  this  appears 
to  be,  that  no  provision  was 
made  in  the  old  economy,  for 
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the  pardon  of  presumptuous 
sin  ; and  it  is  probable  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  intended  in  this 
way  to  signify  to  the  people  of 
Israel,  the  utter  insufficiency 
of  all  animal  sacrifices,  in  them- 
selves, to  purge  away  sin  ; — a 
doctrine  which,  as  we  have  al- 
ready observed,  is  in'  the  most 
express  manner  taught  in  the 
New  Testament. 

But  though  .we  strenuously 
maintain,  that  animal  sacrifices 
had  no  intrinsic  efficacy,  butde- 
rived  all  their  virtue  from  their 
appointed  relation  to  the  offer- 
ing of  the  Messiah,  we  cannot 
assent  to  the  inferences  which 
Mr.  Bennett  would  draw  from 
the  passages  of  the  prophetical 
writings  to  which  he  Ijas  re- 
ferred on  this  subject.  The 
first  of  these  inferences  is,  “ that 
the  commandment  of  sacrifices 
could  not  have  been  absolute.” 
Now  with  the  limitations  we 
have  already  expressed,  in  con- 
sidering his  first  proposition, 
the  various  texts  which  have 
been  quoted  from  the  Old  Tes- 
tament prove,  that  sacrifices 
w ere  absolutely  required  of  the 
people  of  Israel.  Blood  was 
the  appointed  offering  on  the 
altar  to  make  atonement  for 
sin,  and  it  follows  of  course, 
that  under  all  ordinary  circum- 
stances, there  was,  without 
shedding  of  animal  blood,  no 
remission.  It  is  next  asserted 
by  Mr.  Bennett,  that  sacrifices 
were  merely  ceremonial,  local, 
and  temporal.  Now  every  ce- 
remony of  divine  institution 
must  have  some  signification  ; 
and  if  the  Levitical  sacrifices 
were  ceremonial,  seeing  that 


they  pervaded  every  part  of 
that  dispensation,  certainly 
they  must  have  had  a very  im- 
portant meaning  : for  it  were 
utterly  derog  dory  to  all  just 
conceptions  of  the  divine  wis- 
dom, to  suppose  that  such  mi- 
nute instructions  should  be  gi- 
ven, about  that  which  had  not 
an  important  meaning.  If  their 
end  was  to  point  out  the  great 
trespass  oftbring,  to  be 
made  by  the  death  of  the  Mes- 
siah, then,  in  this  sense  of  the 
word,  we  agree  that  they  were 
merely  ceremonial.  But  if  by 
affirming  that  they  were  cere- 
monial, it  is  intended  that 
they  were  without  any  certain 
or  important  signification,  we 
utterly  denj^  it,  and  demand  of 
Mr.  Bennett  the  proof  of  an 
assertion,  so  dishonourable  to 
the  divine  author  of  the  Mosaic 

economjr. 

That  the  sacrifices  of  the 
law  were  local,  i.  e.  confined 
to  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  is 
undeniable.  But  it  does  not 
hence  follow  that  their  efficacy 
was  restricted  to  the  place 
where  they  were  offered.  The 
whole  people  of  Israel  however, 
widely  scattered  over  the  land 
and  over^the  world,  had*  an  in- 
terest in  the  services  of  the  tem- 
ple, to  which  they  were  wont 
to  turn  their  faces  in  prayer. 
It  is  also  granted,  that  the 
sacrifices  of  the  law  were  tem- 
poral ; as  already  said,  they 
were  but  shadows  of  that  glo- 
rious reality,  to  be  accomplish- 
ed by  the  Messiah  in  his  own 
person.  But  it  necessarily  fol- 
lows, that  if,  as  asserted  by 
Mr.  Bennett,  and  willingly  ad- 
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milted  by  us,  the  sacrifices  of 
the  Levitical  dispensation  were 
temporal,  then  that  dispensa- 
tion itself  was  to  have  an  end  ; 
for  if  the  sacrifices  which  form 
so  conspicuous  a part  of  it  be 
done  away,  the  whole  frame  of 
the  covenant  of  Sinai,  which 
was  ratified  with  thfe  blood  of 
animals  slain  in  sacrifice,  must 
also  be  removed  to  make  way 
for  something  more  perfect. 
The  annulling  of  that  which 
ratifies  the  covenant,  necessa- 
rily unlooses  the  covenant  ilself. 

We  confirm  this  conclusion, 
by  the  express  testimony  of  the 
propliet  Jeremiah.  Behold^  the 
days  come^  saith  the  Lord^  that 
I will  make  a new  covenant 
with  the  house  of  Israel^  and 
with  the  house  of  J iidah  : not 
according  to  the  covenant  that 
I made  with  their  fathers^  in  the 
day  that  I took  them  by  the 
hand^  to  bring  them  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt^  which  my  cove- 
nant  they  brake^  although  I 
was  an  husband  unto  them^ 
saith  the  Lord.  But  this  shall 
be  the  covenant  that  I will 
make  with  the  house  of  Israel ; 
After  those  days^  saith  the  Lord^ 
I will  put  my  law  in  their  in- 
ward parts^  and  write  it  in  their 
hearts^  and  will  be  their  God 
and  they  shall  be  my  people. 

That  this  new  covenant  will 
also,  like  the  former  one,  be  ra- 
tified by  blood,  is  manifest  from 
tile  declaration  of  the  Lord,  in 
Zech.  ix.  11.’^  As  for  thee,  also 
by  the  blood  of  thy  covenant, 
I have  sent  forth  thy  prisoners 
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out  of  the  pit,  wherein  is  no 
water.  It  is  acknowledged  by 
the  Jews  themselves,  that  the 
passage,  of  which  the  foregoing 
words  form  a part,  relates  to 
the  Messiah,  and  consequently 
the  covenant  here  mentioned, 
must  be  the  new  covenant  to  be 
established  in  the  days  of  the 
Messiah,  and  the  blood  of  this 
covenant  is  necessarily  difl’erent 
from  that,  by  which  the  dis- 
pensation of  Sinai  was  ratified. 

In  exact  conformity  to  this 
conclusion,  we  find,  in  the  53d 
chapter  of  the  prophecies  of 
Isaiah,  a full  description  of 
that  most  perfect  sacrifice,  or 
trespass  offering,  to  be 
consummated  by  the  Messiah 
in  his  own  person,  when  he 
poured  out  his  soul  unto  death,* 
ver.  12.  We  hence  gather,  that 
the  blood  shed  by  the  Messiah 
upon  the  cross,  is  the  ratifying 
seal  of  the  new  covenant;  and 
to  this  sacrifice  we  would  direct 
tlie  attention  of  Mr.  Bennett, 
requesting  him  to  compare 
the  w hole  description  contained 
in  the  foregoing  chapter  of 
Isaiah,  with  all  that  is  testified 
in  the  New  Testament  concern- 
ing Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

We  are  not  without  fears, 
that  what  we  have  now  written, 
is  likely  to  be  received  with 
the  scoff  of  unbelief,  by  some 
among  the  children  of  Israel, 
But  w e are  not  discouraged  by 
this  apprehension.  It  still  is 
our  duty  calmly  to  reason  with 
the  Jews,  from  their  own  scrip- 
tures, and  to  point  ont  to  them 
the  above  wonderful  prophecy 
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of  the  sufferings  and  death  of 
that  person^  who  in  Isa.  ix.  6. 
is  predicted  as  a child  born^ 
and  a Son  given ^ whose  7iame 
shall  be  called  Wonderjul^ 
Counsellor^  the  mighty  God,  the 
Father  of  Eternity , the  Prince 
of  Peace.  Wc  know,  that 
thongli  many  of  the  children 
of  Judah  continue  to  mock  at 
the  doctrine  of  the  cross,  tliere 
are  some,  and  we  believe  an 
increasing  number  of  them, 
who  are  secretly  convinced  that 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  indeed 
the  Messiali.  Even,  perhaps, 
while  we  are  writing  these 
lines,  the  hearts  of  many  Isra- 
elites are  struggling  with  that 
fear  of  their  families  and  rela- 
tions, wliich  is  the  great  hin- 
drance to  their  openly  con- 
fessing the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus.  We  would  remind 
such  persons,  on  the  one  hand, 
of -the  awful  declaration  of  Je- 
■ sus,*  For  whosoever  shall  be 
ashamed  of  me,  and  of  my 
words,  of  him  shall  the  Son  of 
man  be  ashamed,  when  he  shall 
come  in  his  own  glory,  and  in 
^ his  Father's,  and  of  the  holy 
angels.  Luke  ix.  26.  But  we 
would  much  rather  beseech 
them,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  consider,  how  bright  are 
the  crowns  of  righteousness, 
that  await  those  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  who  shall  lead 
the  way  to  their  brethren,  in 
their  return  to4he  Lord  Mes- 
siah, which  every  thing  seems 
to  show  to  be  near  at  hand. 
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To  tliose  of  the  Jews  who  thus 
conduct  their  brethren  on  the 
road  to  glory,  shall  belong  the 
promise  contained  in  the  last 
clause  of  the  following  passage 
of 'the  prophet  Daniel,  chap, 
xii.  3.*  They  that  be  wise, 
shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of 
the  firmament ; and  they  that 
turn  many  to  righteousness,  as 
the  stars  for  ever  and  ever. 
We  shall  for  the  present  take 
our  leave  of  Mr.  Bennett,  by 
expressing  our  most  sincere 
wish  that  lie  may  at  last  be 
found  among  this  happy  num- 
ber; but  a regard  to  the  truth 
of  scripture,  as  well  as  to  the 
interests  of  his  soul,  obliges  us 
to  add,  that  we  apprehend  he 
has  much  to  unlearn,  and  much 
to  learn,  before  he  can  be  on 
the  road  to  that  glory. 


os  THE  CHINESE  JEWS. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositerr. 

Gentlemen, 

After  I had  sent  you  the 
communication  on  the  Chinese 
Jews,  inserted  in  3mur  number 
for  March  and  April,  I pro- 
cured-a  copy  of  the  interesting 
work,  entitled  Lettres  edifiantes 
et  curieuses  ecrites  des  missions 
etrangeres,  referred  to  by  Ga- 
briel Broticr.  On  a comparison 
of  Brotier’s  Memoir  with  the 
accounts  of  the  Chinese  Jews 
contained  in  this  publication  of 
the  Jesuits,  I have  discovered 
several  interesting  particulars 
concerning  them  in  this  latter 
work,  which  have  been  alto- 
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^ether  omitted  or  only  slightly 
'noticed  by  the  former  writer.  1 
have  therefore  carefully  col- 
lated the  tw'o  works  ; and  have 
translated,  and  now  send  for  pub- 
lication in  the  Jewish  Expositor, 
sucli  parts  of  the  Lettres  edifi- 
antes  ct  curieuses,  as  relate  to 
these  Jews  of  China,  and  have 
not  been  republished  by  the 
learned  Brotier.  Your  readers 
will  find  the  volume  and  the  page 
distinctly  noticed,  from  which 
each  particular  paragraph  is 
exiracted,  so  that  they  may 
refer  to  the  original  work  with- 
out difficulty.  The  edition 
which  I have  used  is  the  one 
published  at  Toulouse,  A.  D. 
1810,  in  which  the  letters  are 
placed  in  a different  arrange- 
ment, from  the  one  which  was 
adopted  in  the  former  edition. 

I am,  &c. 

John  Noble  Coleman. 

*The  news  of  a synagogue 
of  Jews,  established  for  many 
ages  in  China  was  most  in- 
teresting to  the  learned  of 
Europe.  They  ff altered  them- 
selves that  they  should  be  able 
to  find  there  a text  of  the 
sacred  scriptures,  which  would 
serve  to  clear  up  their  difficul- 
ties, and  terminate  their  dis- 
putes. But  ffither  Ricci,  who 
made  this  happy  discovery,  was 
not  able  to  draw  from  it  those 
advantages,  which  he  had  de- 
sired. Confined  to  the  city  of 
Pekin  by  the  duties  of  his 
mission,  he  could  not  under- 
taken journey  to  Cai-fong-fou, 


the  capital  of  Honan,  whicli  is 
distant  therefrom  about  two 
hundred  leagues.  He  con- 
tented himself  with  interrogat- 
ing a young  Jew  of  this  syna- 
gogue, whom  he  met  at  Pekin. 
He  learnt  from  him,  tliat  at 
Cai-fong-fou,  there  were  ton  or 
twelve  families  of  Israelites; 
that  they  had  come  thither  to 
rear  again  their  synagogue;  and 
that  they  had  preserved,  with 
the  greatest  care,  for  five  or 
six  hundred  years,  a very  an- 
cient copy  of  the  Pentateuch. 
Father  Ricci  immediately  shew> 
ed  to  him  a Hebrew  Bible.  The 
young  Jew  recognized  the  cha- 
racter, but  could  not  read  it, 
because  he  had  devoted  himself 
solely  to  the  study  of  Chinese 
books,  from  the  time  that  he 
aspired  to  the  degree  of  a scho- 
lar (ail  degre  de  Lettre.) 

*The  weighty  occupations 
of  Father  Ricci  did  not  permit 
him  to  add  to  his  discovery. 
It  was  not  till  after  the  lapse  of 
three  or  four  years  that  he 
obtained  the  opportunity  of 
sending  thither  a Chinese  Je- 
suit, witli  full  instructions  to 
investigate  what  he  had  learnt 
from  the  Jewish  youth.  He 
charged  him  with  a Chinese 
letter,  addressed  to  the  chief  of 
the  synagogue.  In  this  letter 
Father  Ricci  signified  to  him, 
that,  besides  the  books  of  the 
Old  Testament,  he  was  in  pos- 
session of- all  those  of  the  New\ 
which  testified,  that  the  Messiali 
whom  they  were  expecting,  was 
already  come.  As  soon  as  the 


* Lettres  ediBantes  et  curieuses,  toin. 

xxiv.  p.  46. 


• Lettres  rdifiantes  et  enrieutes,  tom, 
xxiv,  p.  47. . 
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chief  of  (he  synagogue  had 
read  the  part  of  the  letter, 
'which  related  to  the  coming  of 
the  Messiah,  he  made  a pause, 
and  said,  it  was  not  true,  as 
they  did  not  expect  him  in  less 
than^  ten  thousand  years.  But 
he  in  treated  father  Ricci,  whose 
fame  had  apprized  liim  of  his 
great  talents,  to  come  to  Cai- 
fong-fou,  that  he  might  have 
the  pleasure  of  surrendering  to 
him  the  care  of  the  synagogue, 
provided  he  would  abstain  from 
the  rneats  forbidden  to  the  Jews. 
The  great  age  of  this  cliief,  and 
the  ignorance  of  his  successor, 
determined  him  to  make  these 
offers  to  Father  Ricci.  The 
circumstance  was  favourable  for 
obtaining  information  of  their 
Pentateuch.  The  chief  readily 
consented  to  give  them  the  be- 

*  We  must  consider  that  the  Jews  of 
China  possess  only  a few  verses  of  the 
first  chapter  of  Daniel,  and  cannot  con- 
sequently compute  his  prophetical  iveeks. 
They  possess  also  only  fragments  of  se- 
ven of  the  minor  prophets;  and  have  al- 
together lost  the  remaining  five.  Besides 
this,  nothing  of  Ezekiel  remains  to  them, 
and  their  copies  of  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah 
are  very  imperfect.  See  pages  138 
and  139,  of  the  Jewish  Expositor  for 
April.  The  Jews  of  China,  are  not 
therefore  yet  justly  subject  to  the  same 
fievere  censures  as  the  Jews  of  Europe. 
The  Jews  of  Europe  possess  all  (he  pro- 
phecies, but  will  not  believe  them.  The 
Jews  of  China  on  the  contrary  are  des- 
titute of  the  most  important  prophecies. 
And  Iiow  shall  they  believe  in  him,  of 
whom  they  have  not  heard?  The  Jews 
of  Europe  believe  not  Moses  and  the 
prophets;  and  Christ  hath  informed  us. 
that  upon  the  same  principle,  they  would 
not  believe  though  one  rose  fiom  the 
dead.  The  Jews  of  China  possess  not 
all  the  prophets,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
send  to  them  these  prophets,  and  above 
all,  the  gospel  of  him,  who  is  higher 
than  the  angels,  and  the  brightness  of  his 
father’s  glory,  and  the  express  image  of 
his  person. 


ginning  and  end  of  every  sec- 
tion. Tlicy  wore  found  per- 
fectly conformable  to  the 
Hebrew  Bible  of  Pljiutin,  ex- 
cept that  in  the  Chinese  copy 
there  were  no  vowel  points. 

In  1613,  Father  Aleni,  who, 
on  account  of  his  profound 
knowledge  and  great  wisdom, 
was  called  by  the  Chinese  them- 
selves,* the  Confucius  of 
Europe,  was  commanded  by 
his  superiors  to  undertake  a 
journey  to  Cai-fong-fou,  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  this  dis- 
covery, He  was  the  fittest 
man  in  the  world  to  have  suc- 
ceeded in  it.  He  was  well 
skilled  in  Hebrew.  But  times 
w'ere  changed.  The  old  chief 
was  dead.  The  Jews  with 
readiness  shewed  to  Father 
Aleni  their  synagogue,  but  he 
never  could  prevail  on  theln  to 
shew  him  their  books.  They 
would  not  even  so  much  as 
withdraw  the  curtains  which 
concealed  them. 

Such  were  the  feeble  begin- 
nings of  this  discovery,  which 
fathers  Frigaut  and  Semedo, 
and  other  Missionaries,  have 
transmitted  to  us.  The  learned 
have  oflen  spoken  of  them, 
sometimes  very  incorrectly,  and 
have  always  expressed  a desire 
for  further  information. 

The  residence  alterwards  es- 
tablished by  the  Jesuits  at  Cai- 
fong-fou,  excited  fresh  expec- 
tations. Nevertheless  fathers 
Rodriguez  and  Fignieredo 
wished  in  vain  to  profit  l)y  this 
advantage.  Father  Gozani  was 
the  first  person,  who  obtained 

+ Lettres  edibantes  et  curieusr?,  toqi. 
xxiv.  p.  48. 
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any  success.  Having  an  easy 
access,  be  took  a copy  of 
the  inscriptions  in  the  syna- 
gogue, which  are  written  on 
large  tablets  of  marble,  and 
sent  it  to  Rome.  These  Jews 
informed  him,  that  there  was  a 
Bible  at  Pekin,  in  (he  temple, 
where  were  kept  the  kings,  or* 
canonical  books  of  strangers. 
The  French  and  Portuguese 
Jesuits  obtained  permission 
from  the  Emperor,  to  enter  the 
temple  and  examine  the  books. 
Father  Parennin  was  present. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  was  found. 
Father  Bouvet  said,  that  they 
saw  some  Syriac  letters,  and  had 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
master  of  the  Pagoda  gave  bad 
information  to  the  Jesuits,  in 
the  course  of  their  search.  It 
would  now  be  very  difficult  to 
obtain  admission  into  this  li- 
brary ; and  every  attempt  hi- 
therto made  by  father  Gaubil, 
has  been  unsuccessful.  He 
never  could  understand  what 
these  Hebrew  and  Syriac  books 
were.  In  the  interim,  a Tartar 
Christian,  to  whom  he  had  lent 
his  Hebrew  Bible,  assured  him 
also,  that  he  had  seen  books 
written  in  the  same  character  ; 
but  he  could  not  tell  him,  what 
these  books  were,  nor  what 
might  be  their  antiquity.  He 
only  declared  to  him,  that  it 
was  a thora,  that  is  to  say,  a 
book  of  the  law. 

Whilst  the  Jesuits  were  mak- 
ing these  fruitless  researches  at 
Pekin,  the  Jews,  less  reserved 
than  the  Chinese,  gave  volun- 
tary information  of  their  diffe- 


♦  Ibid.  tom.  xxiv.  p.49. 
VOL.  1. 


rent  customs  to  father  Gozani ; 
and  by  (he  beginning  ef  the 
century,  he  was  enabled  to 
publish  an  account  as  circum- 
stantial as  could  have  been  ex- 
pected from  one,  who  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  Hebrew 
language.  This  account  is  pub- 
lished in  the  eighteenth  volume 
of  this  work. 

The  letter  of  father  John 
Paul  Gozani,  a Missionary  of 
the  Society  of  JesuitvS,  to  father 
Joseph  Suarez,  of  the  same  So- 
ciety. Translated  from  the 
Portuguese. 

Cai’fong.fou,  capital  of  the  Pro. 
vince  of  Honan  in  China y Novem- 
ber 5,  1704. 

^ * Hr 

*As  to  what  regards  those 
who  are  here  called  Tiao-kin- 
kiao,  two  years  ago  I was  go- 
ing to  visit  them,  under  the  ex- 
pectation that  they  were  Jews, 
andt  with  a view  of  finding 
among  them  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. But  as  I have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  Hebrew  language, 
and  met  with  great  difficulties, 
I abandoned  this  enterprise  for 
fear  I should  not  succeed  in  it. 
Nevertheless  as  you  remarked 
to  me  that  I should  oblige  you 
by  obtaining  information  con- 
cerning these  people,  I have 
obeyed  your  orders,  and  have 
executed  them  with  all  the  care 
and  precision  of  which  I was 
able. 

I immediately  made  them 
protestations  of  friendship,  to 
which  they  readily  replied,  and 
had  the  civility  to  come  to  see 


^ Ibid.  tom.  xviii.  p.  27. 
+ Ibid.  lorn,  xviii.  p.  28. 
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me.  I returned  their  visit  in 
their  Li-pai-sou,  that  is,  in 
their  synagogue,  where  they 
Avere  all  assembled,  and  where 
I held  with  them  long  conver- 
sations. I saw  their  inscrip- 
tions, some  of  Avhich  are  in 
Chinese,  and  the  rest  in  their 
own  language.  They  shewed 
me  their  kirns,  or  their  books  of 
religion,  and  permitted  me  to 
enter  even  into  the* * * * §  most  secret 
place  of  their  synagogue,  where 
they  themselves  are  not  per- 
mitted to  enter-  This  is  a place 
reserved  for  their  Cham-kiao, 
or  chief  of  the  synagogue,  who 
never  enters  there  unless  with 
profound  respect. 

+They  told  me  that  their  an- 
cestors came  from  a kingdom  of 
the  West,  called  the  kingdom 
Juda,  which  Joshua  conquered 
after  having  departed  from 
Egypt,  and  passed  the  Hed 
Sea  and  the  desert;  that  the 
number  of  Jews  who  came  out 
of  Egypt  Avas  about  sixty  vans, 
that  is  to  say,  about  six  hun- 
dred thousand  men. 

J They  assured  me,  that  their 
alphabet  had  twenty-seven  let- 
ters, but  that  they  commonly 
only  made  use  of  twenty-two. 


* The  holy  of  holies. 

+ Lettres  edifiantes  et  curieuses,  tom. 
xviii.  p.  36. 

:|:  When  father  Gozani  said  that  the 
Hebrews  have  twenty  seven  letters,  he 
has  doubtless  comprized  in  that  number 
the  five  final  letters,  of  which  St.  Jerom 
speaks,  and  which  are  not  properly  dif- 
ferent  characters,  hut  adifl’erent  manner 
of  writing  certain  characters,  by  length, 
ening  the  strokes  at  the  end  of  words,  in- 
stead of  curving  them,  as  is  done  at  the 
beginning  and  middle  of  words,  except 
the  D which  is  entirely  close.  Lettres  edi- 
fiantes eteurieuses,  tom.  xviii.pp.  44,45* 


Which  accords  with  the  decla- 
ration of  St.  Jerom,  that  the 
Hebrews  have  twenty-two  let- 
ters, of  which  five  are  double. 

*When  they  read  the  Bible 
in  their  synagogue,  they  cover 
the  face  vvith  a transparent  veil, 
in  memory  of  Moses,  avIio  de- 
scended from  the  mountain  with 
his  face  covered,  and  who  thus 
published  the  decalogue  and 
the  hiAv  of  God  to  his  people. 
+They  read  a section  every 
sabbath  day.  Thus  the  Jews 
of  China  as  the  Jews  of  Europe 
read  all  the  law  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  He  Avho  reads, 
places  the  ta-king  on  the  chair 
of  Moses.  He  has  his  face  co- 
vered with  a very  thin  cotton 
veil.  At  his  side  is  a prompter, 
and  some  paces  below  a moula 
to  correct  the  prompter  should 
he  err. 

JThey  spoke  to  me  respect- 
ing paradise  and  hell  in  a very 
foolish  manner.  There  is  every 
appearance  that  Avhat  they  said 
Avas  drawn  from  the  Talmud, 

I spoke  to  them  of  the  Mes- 
siah, promised  in  the  scrip- 
tures. They  were  very  much 
surprised  at  Avhat  1 said  to  them; 
and  when  I informed  them  that 
his  name  was  Jesus,  they  re- 
plied to  me,  that  mention  was 
made  in  their  Bible  of  a holy 
man  named  Jesus,  who  Avas  the 
son  of  Sirach  ; but  that  they 
knew  not  the  Jesus  of  whom  f 
spake  unto  them. 

§It  is  certain  that  their 


* Letlres  edifiantes  et  curieuses,  tom. 
xviii.  p.  37. 

+ Ibid  tom.  xxiv.  p.  54. 

I Tbid.  tom.  xviii.  p.  37. 

§ Ibid.  tom.  xviii.  p.  38. 
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learned  men  (le(tres)  pay  to 
Confucius,  in  the  chapel  of 
that  philosopher,  the  same  ho- 
nours as  the  Geniile  Chinese 
are  accustomed  to  render  to 
him,  as  I have  already  said. 

It  is  certain,  as  you  may  see 
with  your  own  eyes  in  their  an- 
cient inscriptions  which  I send 
to  you,  and  as  they  themselves 
have  uniformly  told  me,  that 
they  honour  their  dead,  in  the 
Tsu-tam,  or  the  chapel  of  their 
ancestors,  with  the  same  cere- 
monies which  are  practised  in 
China,  but  without  tablets, 
which  they  never  use,  because 
they  are  forbidden  to  have 
images  and  such  like  imitations. 

Remarks  on  the  Letter  of 
Father  Gozani. 

The  synagogue  of  which  fa- 
ther Gozani  speaks,  is  very 
difterent  from  those  which  we 
see  in  Europe,  as  it  rather  re- 
sembles a temple  than  a com- 
mon synagogue  of  the  Jews. 
In  fact,  in  the  synagogue  of 
China,  the  sacred  place,  into 
which  no  one  but  the  high 
priest  is  permitted  to  enter,  very 
naturally  points  out  to  us  the 
sancta  sanctorum,  where  was 
the  ark  of  the  covenant,  the 
rods  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  &c. 
The  space  which  is  separated 
from  it,  represents  the  place 
where  the  priests  and  Levites 
assembled  in  the  temple  of  Je- 
rusalem, and  where  the  sacri- 
fices were  slain.  Lastly,  the 
court,  which  is  at  the  entry, 
where  the  people  pray,  and 
where  they  assist  at  all  the  ce- 


remonies of  religion,  resembles 
what  was  formerly  called  the 
court  of  Israel : atrium  Israelis. 

*We  ought  not  to  be  asto- 
nished that  the  Jews  of  China 
turn  themselves  to  the  West, 
when  they  pray,  whereas  our 
Jews  face  the  East,  The  rea- 
son of  this  difference  is,  that  it 
is  a very  ancient  custom  among 
the  Jews  to  turn  themselves  to- 
wards Jerusalem  when  they 
pray.  Of  this  we  may  see  a 
remarkable  example  in  Daniel, 
chapter  vi.  verse  10.  Now  Je- 
rusalem is  situated  to  the  east 
of  Europe  and  to  the  west  of 
China.  Besides  it  is  certain 
that  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  was 
so  arranged,  that  when  the  Is- 
raelites prayed,  they  faced  the 
west,  and  the  Jews  of  China 
perhaps  follow  this  custom. 

tThis  additional  intelligence 
.excited  the  attention  of  the 
learned.  Father  Etienne  Son- 
chiet,  who  was  then  meditating 
a great  commentary  upon  the 
scriptures,  resembling  the  Cri- 
tici  Sacri,  was  the  most  anxious 
to  press  forw  ard  this  discovery. 
Whatever  I shall  detail  in  this 
memoir,  will  be  drawn  from 
the  letters,  which  fathers  Go- 
zani, Domenge,  and  Gaubil, 
wrote  to  him  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 

JThe  ta-kings  of  Bethel  are 
written  in  round  characters 
without  points.  The  form  of 
the  letters  much  resembles  the 
old  editions  of  the  Hebrew 
Bible  printed  in  Germany. 


* Ibid.  tom.  xviii.  p.  41. 
+ Ibid.  tom.  xxiv.  p.  49. 
t Ibid.  tom.  xxiv.  p.  55. 


* Ibid.  tom.  xviii,  p.  39. 
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♦The  ta-kingsof  the  repositories 
have  all  the  vowel  points.  The 
form  of  the  letters  bears  a great 
resemblance  to  Athias’s  Bible, 
printed  at  Amsterdam  in  1705, 
they  are  however  more  beauti- 
ful, larger,  and  blacker.' 

f They  pass  one  whole  day  in 
their  synagogue  weeping  and 
moaning.  They  never  inter- 
marry with  strangers. 

ifFather  Gaubil  believed  he 
had  a favourable  opportunity 
of  ascertaining  their  expla- 
nation of  the  word  Shiloh, 
so  celebrated  in  the  pro- 
phecy of  Jacob.  He  was  the 
more  curious  to  know  their 
opinions  of  this  word,  as  a very 
singular  adventure  had  hereto- 
fore occurred  to  him  on  this 
subject.  Being  one  day  at 
Hankeon,  a considerable  port 
of  Hon-quang,  where  father 
Couteux  was  residing,  he 
learned  that  this  father  had  in 
his  house  a very  learned  Chi- 
nese, who  had  a singular  talent 
for  deciphering  ancient  letters. 
Being  persuaded,  that  the  let- 
ters of  the  word  Shiloh  were 
anciently  hieroglyphics,  he 
asked  this  Chinese,  who  was  not 
at  all  acquainted  with  Hebrew, 
to  deliver  his  sentiments  of  Shi- 
loh, wliich  he  wrote  in  the  Chi- 
nese manner,  one  letter  under 
another.  As  soon  as  the  Chi- 
nese beheld  the  characters,  he 
said,  that  the  first  signified 
Most  High^  the  second  Lord, 
the  third  One,  and  the  fourth 


* Lettres  edifiantes  et  curieuses,  torn, 
xxiv.  p,  66. 

t Ibid.  tom.  xxiv.  p.  65* 
i Ibid.  tom.  xxiv.  p.  72. 


ManJ^  He  added,  that  in  Chi- 
na they  gave  this  name  to  him 
whom  tl)ey  called  Ching-gin, 
that  is  to  say,  the  holy  man.t 
The  surprise  of  father  Couteux 
and  of  father  Jacques,  who 
were  present  with  father  Gaubil, 
was  very  great.  The  explana- 
tion of  the  Jews  was  not  less 
surprising,  for  father  Gaubil 
having  questioned  them  on  this 
head,  they  immediately  became 
silent.  He  began  to  explain  to 
them  what  the  fathers  and  doc- 
tors understand  by  this  term. 
A young  Jew,  with  great  civi- 
lity, then  requested  permission 
to  speak ; and  he  said,  that 
one  of  his  great  uncles,  who 
had  been  dead  some  time,  as- 
sured him  that  in  that  word 
there  was  something  divine; 
that  the  sebin  signified  great  • 
the  yod  a,  the  lamed  descen- 
dant, the  he  man;  that  this 
word  was  to  designate  in  a very 
singular  manner  the  Saviour 
God,  who  bath  descended  from 
heaven  to  earth.  The  young 
Jew  added,  that  he  knew  no- 
thing more  about  it.  He  had  a 
great  partiality  for  father  Gau- 
bil ; he  followed  him ; he  ask- 
ed his  name,  and  place  of 
abode,  and  assured  him,  that 
he  should  often  enquire  con- 
cerning his  welfare. 

But  before  he  left  the  syna- 
gogue, father  Gaubil  requested 


• The  Word  Explanation  Explanation 
SiLOH.  of  the  Chi-  of  the  Jew. 
nese. 

ttt  Most  High  Great 

♦ Lord  A 

7 A Descendant 

n Man.  Man. 

+ Lettres  edifiantes  ct  curieuses,  torn, 
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permission  to  see  their  books; 
and  the  Tchang-kiao,  or  chief 
of  the  synagogue  consented 
thereto.  Besides  the  books,  of 
which  I have  already  spoken, 
they  shewed  to  him  one,  which 
they  had  hitherto  concealed 
from  the  Missionaries,  and 
which  fixed  the  whole  attention 
of  father  Gaubil  by  its  singula- 
rity. It  was  the  remnant  of  a 
Pentateuch,  which  appeared  to 
have  suffered  much  injury  from 
water.  It  was  written  upon 
rolls  of  an  extraordinary  paper. 
Its  characters  were  large,  clear, 
and  of  an*  intermediate  form 
between  the  Hebrew  print  of 
the  Antwerp  Bible,  and  that 
which  appears  in  the  Hebrew 
and  Chaldee  grammar,  printed 
at  Wirtemberg,  A.  D.  1531. 
There  was  nothing  beneath  the 
letters,  but  above  them  there 
were  accents  and  such  points, 
said  father  Gaubil,  as  I never 
beheld  in  any  other  manuscript. 
He  questioned  the  Tchang-kiao 
concerning  this  manuscript, 
which  in  his  judgment  had  all 
the  appearance  of  antiquity. 
This  is  the  intelligence  he  ob- 
tained. During  the  reign  of 
the  Emperor  Van-lie  the  syna- 
gogue was  burnt,  and  all  their 
books  were  a second  time  de- 
stroyed; but  some  Jews  from 
Si-yu  arriving  at  this  critical 
juncture,  they  obtained  from 
them  a Bible  with  other  books. 
This  Pentateuch  is  the  only  one 
of  these  books,  which  they 
have  preserved  in  its  original 
state  : they  possess  only  copies 
of  the  others,  whose  originals 


* Ibid,  tom.xxiv.  p.  74. 


have  been  lost  in  lapse  of  time. 
Father  Gaubil  offered  a consi- 
derable sum  for  this  Pentateuch, 
but  his  proposal  was  refused. 
Nevertheless  ho  agreed  to  give 
a certain  price  for  a copy  of  it, 
which  they  promised  to  him. 


LECTURE  TO  CHRISTIANSON 
JEWISH  SUBJECTS. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  laying 
before  our  readers,  the  follow- 
ing Lecture  on  Jewish  Subjects; 
it  may  be  considered  as  the  first 
of  a series,  which  by  the  kind 
permission  of  the  authors  we 
hope  to  introduce  into  our 
work. 

THE  STUDY  OF  THE  PROPHECIES  RELATIVE 
TO  THE  JEWS,  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 
PASSING  EVENTS,  RECOMMENDED  TO 
CHRISTIANS. 

Ps.  evii.  43.  Whoso  is  wise  and 
will  observe  these  things, 
even  they  shall  understand 
the  loving  kindness  of  the 
Lord. 

This  beautiful  ode  is  entitled 
by  Bishop  Horsley,  in  his  post- 
humous work  on  the  Psalms, 
A thanksgiving  for  the  final 
restoration  from  the  dispersion^ 
meaning  that  of  the  Jews  at  a 
time  yet  future.  They  have 
been  dispersed  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  and  though 
thus  dispersed  yet  miraculous- 
ly preserved  a distinct  people 
for  more  than  seventeen  centu- 
ries. Though  persecuted  they 
are  not  finally  forsaken,  though 
cast  down  from  their  former 
state,  they  are  not  destroyed. 

It  would  take  up  too  much 
of  our  time,  and  lead  me  astray 
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from  the  object  whicli  I have 
in  vi<‘w.  \vere  I to  point  out 
tlje  application  of  the  >vhole  of 
the  beautiful  imagery  -which 
the  prophet  has  employed  to 
tlip  subject  which  he  meant  to 
illustrate.  I shall  therefore 
confine  myself  to  the  last  part 
of  it,  after  stating,  from  the 
same  author  whom  I have  al- 
ready quoted,  that  “this  Psalm 
consists  of  five  principal  parts  ; 
and  (hat  each  seems  composed 
of  an  air  for  a single  voice,  an 
antiphony  for  the  semichoruses, 
and  a full  chorus.” 

That  the  language  of  the 
latter  part  of  the  Psalm  is  pro- 
phetic, needs  no  proof.  The 
object  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
not  to  adduce  instances  of  God’s 
almighty  power  in  convertinga 
fruitful  land  into  a desert,  ora 
desert  into  a fruitful  land.  His 
object  is  of  higher  importance. 
The  images  are  used  propheti- 
cally, and  relate  to  the  destinies 
of  the  church  of  God.  _ Similar 
imagery  is  employed  by  the 
evangelic  proplict  in  reference 
to  the  same  subject.  Is.  xxxii. 
13.  Upon  the  land  of  my 
people'  shall  come  up  thorns 
and  briers ; }^ea,  upon  all  the 
houses  of  joy  in  the  joyous 
city  : Because  the  palaces  shall 
be  forsaken  ; the  multitude  of 
the  city  shall  be  left ; the  forts 
and  towers  shall  be  for  dens  for 
ever,  a joy  of  wild  asses,  a 
pasture  of  flocks;  Until  the 
Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from 
on  high,  and  the  wilderness  be 
a fi  uilfu!  field,  and  the  fruitful 
field  be  counted  for  a forest. 
The  (tenlile  world,  previously 
a wilderness,  w ould  be  watered 


and  cultivated  and  become  a 
fruitful  field ; and  the  carnal 
ceconomy  of  the  Jewish  church, 
hitherto  a fruitful  field,  would 
become  a wilderness. 

The  language  of  the  Psalm 
before  us  is,  I say,  prophetic. 
It  is  to  be  explained  in  an  alle- 
gorical sense.  It  is  true  indeed 
in  a literal  and  historical  sense. 
The  facts  asserted,  ver.  33 — II. 
have  often  taken  place.  In- 
stances occur  in  scripture,  with- 
out having  recourse  to  profane 
history.  The  plain  of  Sodom, 
once  fertile  as  the  garden  of  the 
Lord,  is  now  devoted  tosterility. 
The  site  of  t^ncient  Babylon  is 
a mere  marsh.  Bui  Palestine 
affords  the  most  remarkable 
instance.  The  land  of  milk  and 
honey  is  now  so  barren  as  scarce- 
ly to  afford  sustenance  to  its 
thinly  scattered  population ; 
and  thence  the  infidel  derives  a 
sophistical  argument  against  the 
truth  of  scripture,  by  asserting 
the  impossibility  of  its  having 
maintained,  at  a former  period, 
the  immense  population  which 
the  scripture  assigns  to  it. 

The  changes  which  are  de- 
scribed in  the  subsequent  verses, 
and  assigned  to  the  providence 
of  God,  have  also  been  in  their 
literal  sense  common  in  every 
age  of  the  world.  Nations,  fa- 
milies, and  individuals  have 
experienced  them.  The  rise, 
prosperity,  and  decay  of nations, 
their  political  death,  and  the 
rise  of  other  nations  from  their 
ruin,  like  that  of  the  fabled 
phoenix,  from  the  ashes  of  its 
parent,  are  events  whicli  fill 
the  page  of  history.  And  that 
these  events  have  sin  for  their 
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meritorious  cause,  and  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  for  their  effi- 
cient cause,  is  plain  to  all  who 
acknowledge  the  Bible  to  have 
been  written  by  divine  inspira- 
tion. _ In  families  the  same 
revolutions  take  place ; and 
similar  occurrences  are  observ- 
able in  the  lives  of  individuals. 
God  only  is  unchangeable. 
Heb.  i.  10—12. 

Thus  the  language  of  the 
Psalm  is  capable  of  illustration 
from  the  general  doctrine  of 
providence.  But  we  are  to  con- 
sider it  as  prophetic.  And 
taking  it  for  granted  that  it  is 
so,  we  shall  endeavour  to  follow 
the  chronological  order  of  events 
therein  predicted. 

The  ancient  Jewish  church, 
in  regard  to  spiritual  privileges, 
was  like  a well  watered  garden. 
It  was  a fruitful  land,  sur- 
rounded on  every  side  by  moral 
deserts.  Cultivated  by  divine- 
ly inspired  labourers,  and  wa- 
tered by  the  spiritual  dew  of 
heaven,  it  was  as  the  garden  of 
the  Lord,  even  as  Eden.  For 
many  centuries  it  continued, 
like  the  country  it  inhabited,  to 
- be  highly  favoured.  But  for 
the  wickedness  of  them  that 
dwelt  therein,  the  measure  of 
which  was  filled  up  by  the  re- 
jection and  crucifixion  of  their 
Messiah,  it  is  now  converted 
into  a wilderness,  barren  of  all 
good.  Where  is  now  the  bene- 
diction of  heaven,  which  for- 
merly rested  on  it  ? where  its 
fruitfulness  in  faith  and  holi- 
ness ? The  curse  of  God  lies 
clearly  and  heavily  upon  it. 

When  the  Gentiles  became 
the  church  of  Gotl,  the  w ilder- 
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ness  was  converted  into  a fruit- 
ful field.  Those  spiritual  pri- 
vileges and  blessings,  which 
the  .lews  had  forfeited,  were 
conferred  on  us.  This  change 
is  often  the  subject  of  pro- 
phecy, and  is  spoken  of  un- 
der the  same  image  which  is 
employed  in  our  text ; see 
Is.  xxxii.  13,  &c.  XXXV.  1,  2. 
xliv.3,  &c.  xlv.  8.  Iv.  10,  11. 

The  following  verses  of  the 
Psalm,  (39  and  40,)  describe 
the  declensions  of  the  Ethnico- 
Christian  church.  That  such 
a declension  has  taken  place 
needs  no  proof.  In  its  eastern 
branch  it  has  been  despoiled  by 
Arianism.  Where  now  are  the 
once  flourishing  churches  of 
Asia?  In  itsAvestern  branch  it 
has  been  corrupted  by  popery. 
In  the  prolestant  church  also, 
many  and  grievous  haye  been 
the  declensions  from  the  purity 
of  the  primitive  faith. 

The  4 1st  verse  describes  (he 
final  restoration,  in  which  the 
Jews  will  have  so  large  a share. 
The  42d  adverts  to  the  joyful 
consequences  of  this  event  to 
the  righteous  ; and  the  con- 
viction which  it  will  force  upon 
gainsayers  ; and  the  Psalm  con- 
cludes with  the  solemn  admo- 
nition of  our  text,  Whoso  is 
wise,  and  will  observe  these 
things^  even  they  shall  under- 
stand the  loving  kindness  of 
the  Lord. 

From  these  words  Ave  shall 
consider, 

I.  27? e duty  ' of  studying 
the  prophetic  scriptures^  which 
relate  to  the  final  restoration 
and  conversion  of  the  Jews. 

II.  Point  out  some  encou- 
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ragem€7its  which  appear among 
the  signs  of  the  times^  to  the 
prosecution  of  this  study. 

I.  A large  proportion  of 
scripture  history  and  prophecy 
relates  to  the  Jewish  people. 
Their  history  and  ritual  occupy 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Old 
Testament  narrative : and  their 
destinies,  prophetically  descri- 
bed, are  interwoven  with  all 
the  prophetic  notices  of  tlie 
coming  of  Christ  in  the  flesh, 
of  his  sufferings,  death,  and 
resurrection,  and  of  the  forma- 
tion of  his  church  in  the  world  : 
and  finally,  their  restoration 
forms  a principal  feature  in  the 
prophetic  views  presented  to  us 
in  the  millennial  state.  For 
2000  years  they  were  the  depo- 
sitories of  divine  revelation, 
they  were  the  appointed  channel 
through  which  the  gospel  was 
to  flow  to  us ; and  from  the 
stock  of  Abraham,  the  tribe 
of  J udah,  the  family  of  David, 
he  descended  who  is  over  all, 
God  blessed  for  evermore.  And 
when  the  general  call  of  the 
Gentiles  is  to  take  effect,  we  are 
led  to  suppose  that  it  will  be 
issued  as  at  first  by  Jewish 
missionaries.  In  the  Iviiith 
Psalm,  the  first  messengers  of 
the  Gospel  to  the  world,  if  not 
described  by  name,  are  so  cha- 
racterized by  their  tribes  that 
they  cannot  be  mistaken.  The 
college  of  apostles  (with  Paul 
the  youngest,  the  last,  in  age 
and  in  office,  but  the  chief  in 
labours,  particularly  mentioned, 
were  all  selected  from  the  four 
tribes  which  the  prophetic 
Psalmist  has  named.  The  ode 
describes  the  triumphs  of  the 


gospel ; and  after  pointing  out 
the  Lord,  springing  from  the 
fountain  of  Israel  as  the  object 
of  trust  and  adoration,  it  men- 
tions those  who  should  be 
employed  as  his  ministers,  in 
promulgating  the  victorious 
truth.  It  is  the  apostolic  con- 
sistory that  is  referred  to. 
Inhere  is  Benjamhi,  the  youngs 
est^  their  chief  the  princes  of 
Judah^  their  bulwark  ^ the 
princes  of  Zahulon^  and  the 
princes  of  Nephthali.  And  when 
the  great  in-gathering  to  Shiloh 
in  the  last  days  is  to  be  accom- 
plished, some  other  Paul,  and 
other  apostolic  princes,  from  the 
stock  of  Israel,  though  perhaps 
not  distinguished  by  their  tribes, 
will  be  the  honoured  instruments 
in  effecting  that  in-gathering. 

Thus  it  appears  that  our  ob- 
ligations to  our  elder  brethren 
the  Jews  are  immensely  great. 
To  them,  under  God,  we  owe 
the  Bible,  the  Saviour,  the  Gos- 
pel. It  was  probably  this  very 
Paul  whom  the  prophetic  Spirit 
has  characterized  by  the  tribe 
from  which  he  sprang,  who  first 
communicated  the  Gospel  to 
our  heathen  forefathers,  and  thus 
laid  the  foundation  of  all  our 
civil  and  religious  privileges. 
O what  an  honour,  should  we  be 
employed,  like  Ananias  of  old, 
in  preparing  another  Paul,  for 
a similar  work  of  blessing  in 
some  other  country  now  lying, 
as  our  own  once  lay,  in  dark- 
ness and  the  shadow  of  death  ! 
What  a stimulus  to  exertion 
in  promoting  Christianity 
among  the  J ews,  is  even  the 
distant  prospect  of  so  great 
a benefit ! 
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But  to  return  from  this  brief 
tligression.  The  subjects  of 
the  prophecies  relating  to  the 
Jews  in  their  latter  state,  may 
be  generalized.  The  heads  un- 
der which  they  may  be  ranged 
are,  their  apostasy,  their  dis- 
persion, and  iheir  restoration ; 
as  their  sin,  its  punishment,  and 
its  pardon.  On  these  subjects 
their  prophets  before  the  com- 
ing of  Clirist,  from  Moses  to 
Malachi,  and  our  Lord  him- 
self and  his  apostles,  have 
largely  dwelt. 

It  is  not  our  present  purpose 
to  produce  and  explain  these 
prophecies.  Happily  they 
have  been  brought  to  a focus 
by  Mr.  Faber  in  his  “General 
and  connected  view  of  the  Pro- 
phecies relative  to  the  conver- 
sion, restoration,  union,  and 
future  glory,  of  the  houses  of 
Judah  and  Israel ! the  progress 
and  final  overthrow  of  the 
antichristian  confederacy  in  the 
land  of  Palestine,  and  the  ul- 
timate general  diffusion  of 
Christianity.” 

The  duty  of  studying  these 
prophecies  it  is  our  immediate 
object  to  enforce.  It  is  strong- 
ly enforced  in  my  text.  Whoso 
is  wisCy  Sfc.  With  a similar 
reference  to  a prophecy  alto- 
gether occupied  with  the  des- 
tinies of  Israel  and  J udah,  the 
prophet  Hosea  concludes  his 
book.  “ Who  is  wise  ? For  he 
will  consider  these  things  ; In- 
telligent?  For  he  shall  com- 
prehend  them.  For  straight 
and  even  are  the  ways  of  Jeho- 
vah^ and  in  them  shall  the  jus- 
tified proceed^  hutrevolters  shall 
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stumble,^  “ The  ways  of  Je- 
hovah,” says  Bp.  Horsley  on 
this  passage,  “ are  the  ways 
which  Jehovah  himself  takes, 
in  his  moral  government  of  the 
world  ; and  the  ways  of  godli- 
ness, which  he  prescribes  to 
man.  These  taken  together  are 
the  ways  of  Jehovah,  They 
are  straight,  because  they  go 
straight  forward,  without  devi- 
ation, to  the  end  ; the  happiness 
of  man  and  the  glory  of  God.” 

But  while  I exhort  my  fellow 
Christians  to  the  study  of  the 
prophecies  which  relate  to  the 
conversion  and  restoration  of 
the  Jews,  1 must  observe  that 
this  exhortation  is  addressed 
to  those  only  who  have  the 
ability  and  opportunity  to  at- 
tend to  it ; who  have  informa- 
tion and  leisure  adapted  to  the 
pursuit.  I am  aware  that  there 
are  many  who  have  no  more 
time  than  is  sufficient  for  reading 
the  scriptures,  with  an  exclu- 
sive view  to  the  essential  points 
which  stand  connected  with 
their  own  faith  and  practice. 
The  knowledge  of  ourselves, 
and  the  knowledge  of  a cruci- 
fied Savioip-,  are  the  grand 
points.  Yet  where  time  and 
talent  admit  the  pursuit,  there 
is  no  part  of  Scripture  but 
what  is  profitable,  as  connected 
with  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
confirmation  of  our  own  souls 
in  the  faith  of  Jesus. 

The  duty  of  man  is  threefold. 
It  relates  to  his  God,  his  neigh- 

* See  Bp.  Horsley’s  Hosea ; which  is 
recommended  (o  the  careful  perusal  of 
the  student  in  prophecies  relating  to  the 
Jews,  . » 
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hour,  and  liimself.  The  study 
which  I am  recommending 
stands  connected  with  each  of 
these  branches  of  duty. 

I.  It  is  connected  with  the 
glort/  of  God  our  Saviour,  for 
his  ozcn  cormnand  enjoins  it. 
“ Search  the  Scriptures."  To 
what  scriptures  does  he  refer  ? 
to  those  prophetic  scriptures 
which  testified  of  liinn  But  to 
what  does  this  testimony  extend? 
it  is  not  confined  to  his  personal 
history  and  actio fi  ; but  it  com- 
prehends the  destinies  of  his 
mystical  body,  the  church. 
But  of  whom  is  that  mystical 
body  composed  ? It  is  composed 
of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  whom 
he  was  to  unite  in  one,  having 
broken  down  the  middle  wall 
of  partition  and  destroyed  the 
enmity,  by  his  cross.  The 
scriptures,  then,  which  we  are 
commanded  to  search,  are,  in 
part,  those  w hich  relate  to  the 
conversion  and  restoration  of 
the  Jews.  “ Blessed,  saith 
St.  John,  in  the  opening  of  his 
revelation,  is  he  that  readeth 
and  they  that  hear  the  word  of 
this  prophecy,  and  keep  those 
things  that  are  written  therein: 
for  the  time  is  at  hand.  Is  it 
asked,  to  what  do  the  words  of 
the  prophecy  relate  ? one  of 
the  features  of  the  revelation  is 
the  restoration  of  Israel.  To 
neglect  the  study  of  the  pro- 
phetic scriptures,  if  ability  and 
opportunity  for  the  study  be 
afforded,  is  to  disobey  the  di- 
vine command,  and  to  pour 
contempt  on  the  blessing  pro- 
mised to  those  who  cultivate 
this  field  of  science. 

The  scope  and  design  of  God 


in  communicating  the  knoxa^ 
ledge  of  future  events  to  us, 
proves  the  necessity  and  utility 
of  this  study.  The  prophe- 
cies are  given  to  the  end  that 
they  might  be  read,  studied, 
and  understood.  We  frustrate 
the  divine  intention  so  far  as  we 
wilfully  neglect  them.  We 
virtually  say  that  God  has 
revealed  what  to  us  is  of  no  use. 
Woe  unto  them,  saith  the  pro- 
phet Isaiah,  who  regard  not 
the  work  of  the  I ord,  nor  con- 
sider the  operation  of  his  hands. 

The  nature  of  the  Christian 
religion  proves  the  necessity 
of  this  study.  For  the  exter- 
nal evidence  of  Christianity, 
arises  from  miracles  and  pro- 
phecy, of  which  the  latter 
possesses  this  peculiar  excel- 
lence, that  it  gathers  strength 
by  progressive  fulfilment.  To 
neglect  therefore  the  study  of 
prophecy,  is  to  neglect  the 
evidence,  mercifully  afforded 
us,  that  the  Bible,  the  charter 
of  our  salvation,  is  the  word 
of  God.  It  is  to  tempt  the 
tempter  to  assault  our  faith. 
It  is  to  rob  God  of  his  glory  in 
the  gracious  means  which  he 
has  provided  for  the  establish- 
ment of  our  faith  and  hope. 
St.  Peter  directs  the  attention 
of  believers  to  the  sure  word  of 
prophecy,  as  to  the  light  that 
shineth  in  this  dark  world,  to 
‘Which,  saith  he,  ye  do  well  that 
ye  take  heed. 

And  if  the  study  of  the  pro- 
phecies in  general  be  connected 
with  the  glory  of  our  Lord ; the 
study  of  those  which  relate  to 
the  conversion  of  the  Jews  is  so 
connected  in  a special  manner. 
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From  that  glorious  and  wonder- 
ful event  a large  portion  of  the 
glor^  to  which  He  is  entitled, 
and  which  He  will  finally  receive 
will  be  derived.  By  his  perso- 
nal manifestation  to  them,  will 
his  godhead  be  demonstrated 
in  a manner  beyond  what  has 
been  afforded  by  any  prior 
revelation  of  himself — by  the 
forgiveness  of  their  sins,  will 
the  glory  of  his  atonement  be 
exhibited  in  the  fullest  extent  of 
its  merit, — and  in  the  conversion 
of  their  hearts  will  the  power  of 
his  grace  be  manifested,  in  a 
way  that  will  be  eminently 
conducive  to  the  general  difl^u- 
sion  of  his  saving  truth.  For 
this  event  will  be  the  prelude  to 
the  general  in-gathering  of  the 
nations,  and  probably  the  in- 
strument of  its  accomplishment. 

2.  The  duty  respects  our- 
selves. We  owe  it  to  our- 
selves carefully  to  study  the 
prophecies  under  considera- 
tion. Whatsoever  things  were 
written  aforetime^  says  the 
apostle,  (and  they  were  chiefly 
of  a prophetic  nature)  were 
written  for  our  learnings  that 
we  through  patience  and  com- 
fort of  the  scriptures  might 
have  hope.  Amidst  our  private 
troubles,  and  in  the  dissentions, 
depressions,  and  sorrows  of  the 
church  which  we  feel  or  fear, 
this  study  opens  to  us  a source 
of  confirmation  to  our  faith,  an 
exhilarating  prospect  into  futu- 
rity. We  are  saved  hope. 
The  church  shall  survive  every 
storm.  The  gates  of  hell 
shall  not  prercail  against  it.  It 
shall  receive  a glorious  acces- 
sion by  the  restoration  of  Israel. 
For  all  Israel  shall  he  saved, 


as  it  is  written,  There  shall  come 
out  of  Zion  the  Deliverer,  and 
shall  turn  away  ungodliness 
from  Jacob, 

Blit,  3.  This  leads  me  more 
particularly-  to  draw'  your 
attention  to  the  duty  which 
you  owe  to  your  neighbour ; 
you  are  to  love  him  as  yourself. 
Here  I may  appeal,  in  favour 
of  this  study,  (which  must  be 
connected  with  active  exertion,) 
to  a variety  of  considerations. 
You  must  know  the  grounds  of 
hope  which  prophecy  affords, 
before  you  will  feel  the  sti- 
mulus to  action  which  duty 
requires,  and  hope  alone  can 
cherish.  On  this  point  I 
might  appeal  to  the  com- 
mon feelings  of  humanity, 
which  prevail  even  in  our 
fallen  bosoms,  independently 
of  all  gracious  affection,)  for 
the  afflicted  and  depressed 
among  our  fellow  creatures — 
To  the  common  pity  which  as 
Christians  w'e  owe  to  the  souls 
of  men,  of  whatever  nation, 
language,  or  tongue — To  the 
peculiar  obligations  under 
which  we  lie  to  those  from 
whom  immediately,  we  have 
received  the  Bible,  the  Saviour, 
and  Christian  instruction — To 
the  duty  which  we  owe  to  the 
world  at  large,  to  the  heathen 
world,  since  the  reception  of  the 
Jews  into  the  fold  of  Christ 
will  be  as  life  from  the  dead  to 
all  nations. — I am  obliged, 
from  want  of  time,  to  pass  over 
these  interesting  subjects  in  a 
cursory  manner.  But  I recom- 
mend to  your  attentive  perusal 
a pamphlet  published  by  the 
Jewish  Society,  entitled,  The 
Obligations  of  Christians  to 
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attempt  the  conversion  of  the 
Jews.''  Of  Israel  it  is  said, 
Blessed  is  he  that  hlesseth  thee. 
And  wc  know  that  through  our 
mercy they  also  are  to  obtain 
?nercy. 

But  I must  hasten  (o  consider, 

II.  Some  encouragements 
which  appear  among  the  signs 
of  the  times to  tlie  prosecution 
of  this  study. 

We  liave  reasons  for  liope 
that  the  time  is  at  hand,  when 
God  shall  restore  the  kingdom 
to  Israel.  When  the  fig  tree 
putteth  forth  her  green  leaf  we 
know  that  summer  is  nigh. 
And  it  is  our  duty  and  privi- 
lege to  watch  the  first  symptoms, 
the  earliest  budding,  of  return-  \ 
ing  favour  to  Israel. 

Among  these  symptoms  of 
encouragement,  I mention, 

1.  The  concern  which  has 
been  excited  for  them,  issuing 
in  the  formation  of  the  London 
Society.  Is  this  of  God  or  of 
man  ? If  good  in  itself,  it  is  of 
God,  for  from  him,  all  holy 
desires,  all  good  counsels  and 
all  just  works  do  proceed.” 
When  God  excites  his  people 
to  prayer,  it  is  because  he 
means  to  answer  it.  When  he 
excites  to  holy  exertion,  it  is 
because  he  intends  to  crown  it 
with  success.  Previous  to  the 
restoration  from  the  Babylonish 
captivity,  Daniel,  who  was  to 
be  the  chief  instrument  of  that 
restoration,  was  divinely  ex- 
cited to  the  study  of  the  pro- 
phetic scriptures  and  prayer. 
And  if  we  are  the  favoured 
nation,  described  in  the  xviiith 
of  Isaiah  and  elsewhere,  as  the 
honoured  instruments  to  be 


employed  in  the  restoration  of 
Israel  from  their  present  dis- 
persion, it  is  surely  a symptom 
for  good,  that  our  attention 
has  been  turned  to  the  prophe- 
cies,— that  prayer  ascends  in 
our  public  assemblies,  in  our 
families,  and  in  our  closets  for 
the  conversion  of  Israel,  and 
that  our  supplications  are 
attended  with  some  exertion. 
Let  prayer  on  this  behalf  be 
more  general  and  fervent,  let 
the  study  of  propliecy  be  more 
general  also,  and  the  tender 
leaf  of  hope  will  expand  into 
the  full-spread  foliage  of  confi- 
dence. We  shall  then  be  able 
to  say,  with  assurance,  “ the 
time  of  Israel’s  deliverance,  yea 
the  full  time.,  is  come. 

2.  I refer  you  to  the  recent 
discoveries  which  have  been 
made  of  the  places  where  the 
dispersed  of  Judah  and  of  Is- 
rael are  situated.  If  the  resi- 
dence of  J ews  in  the  east  has 
been  some  time  known,  the 
particulars  of  their  state  and 
character  were  not  made  public, 
so  as  to  excite  interest  among 
us,  till  our  lamented  friend,  the 
late  Dr.  Claudius  Buchanan, 
published  his  Christian  Re- 
searches in  Asia.  The  infor- 
mation which  he  has  given 
respecting  both  the  black,  and 
the  white  Jews  of  India,  is  of 
the  most  interesting  nature. 

The  history  of  the  Affghans 
is  also  curious,  and  opens  a 
wide  field  for  pious  speculation. 
Though  their  religion  has  been 
partly  lost  in  Islamism,  yet  the 
evidence  of  their  Jewish  origin 
is  strong  : and  their  name  and 
history  seem  to  indicate,  that 
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they  are  the  kings  of  the  east, 
for  whose  return  the  waters  of 
the  mystic  Euphrates  are  to  be 
exhausted.  Rev.  xvi.  J2. 

3.  We  have  had  accounts 
brought  to  us  of  excitement 
among  the  numerous  Jews  wlio 
sojourn  in  Poland.  Their 
attention  has  been  called  to 
their  own  prophecies,  and  an 
expectation  has  been  raised 
among  them  that  the  Messiah 
is  shortly  to  appear.  They 
have  fixed  the  period  of  his 
appearance,  and  have,  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  returned  to 
Jerusalem,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  ready  to  hail  his  arrival. 
TVe  know  that  the  expectation 
of  any  other  Messiah,  besides 
him  whom  we  adore  as  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  is  vain  and 
fruitless.  But  such  an  excite- 
ment at  the  present  moment  is 
remarkable ; and  though  of 
itself  it  proves  nothing,  yet 
united  with  other  circumstances 
it  kindles  hope.  We  know, 
that  previous  to  our  Lord’s 
coming  in  the  flesh,  his  pro- 
vidence had  diftused  a general 
expectation  of  Iiis  arrival;  and 
it  is  highly  probable  that,  pre- 
vious to  his  personal  manifest- 
ation for  the  salvation  of  Israel, 
a similar  expectation  will  be 
still  more  widely  diffused  among 
them. 

4.  We  are  moreover  told, 
that  on  the  shores  of  the  Levant 
a considerable  excitement  also 
prevails  among  this  people. 
There  they  are  to  be  found  in 
numbers  far  greater  than  in 
western  Europe*  and  they  seem, 
as  we  are  informed^  a people 
prepared  for  the  Lord.  Very 


remarkable  was  the  conversion 
of  an  eminent  merchant  at  Malta 
by  one  of  our  Society’s  tracts, 
the  production  of  a female  pen. 
And  we  hear  of  many  others 
who  seem  waiting  for  some 
apostle  to  come  among  them, 
and  point  out  to  them  the  evi- 
dence of  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus. 

Surely  these  are  indications 
for  good,  which  would  admit 
of  enlargement  did  my  time 
allow  of  it.  But  I must  hasten 
to  mention  that  which  1 consider 
to  be  the  grand  encouragement 
in  this  work  of  faith  and  labour 
of  love — that  from  which  all 
the  other  indications  which  I 
have  mentioned  derive  strength 
and  efficacy.  For  as  in  the 
human  body,  while  the, ribs 
and  other  parts  combine  in 
producing  its  symmetry  and 
strength,  they  are  themselves 
dependant  on  the  spine  from 
which  they  spring:  so  in  the 
body  of  evidence  which  I have 
been  laying  before  you,  the  se- 
veral parts  derive  their  strength 
from  what  I^may  call  a spinal 
consideration,  not  yet  brought 
forward  to  view. 

6.  Then,  the  grand  encou- 
ragement in  attempting  at  this 
time  the  conversion  of.  the 
Jews,  is  the  evidence,  that  the 
time  of  their  conversion  is  at 
handj  derived  from  the  general 
aspectof  the  times y in  connection 
with  these  results  which  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  has  led  us  to 
expect.  The  conversion  and 
restoration  of  the  Jews  are  to 
precede  the  general  call  of  the 
Gentiles, — that  call  is  to  follow 
on  the  fall  of  the  papacy,  and 
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Maliomctlism  ;*  and  the  fall  of 
the  Papacy  andof  Mahomedisni 
will  take  place  at  the  termi- 
nation of  a prophetic  period 
of  1260  years.  Whether  Mr. 
Faber,  Mr.  Cuningharne,  or  Mr. 
F rere,  be  right  in  the  date  from 
which  the  calculation  of  that 
period  is  to  be  made,  is  not  ma- 
terial to  my  argument.  In 
either  case  Uie  period  of  Israel’s 
restoration  is  at  hand.  The  1260 
years  are  nearly  expired.  And 
though  we  may  not  live  to  see 
eitlier  of  these  great  events  of 
which  I have  spoken  ; yet  if  we 
see  the  brightening  dawn,  the 
earnest  of  meridian  day,  v/e 
may  say  with  Simeon,  “ Lord, 
now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  de- 
part in  peace,  for  mine  eyes 
have  seen  thy  salvation.” 

I conclude,  as  tlie  Apostle 
has  concluded  his  chapter  on 
the  subject  of  the  restoration  of 
Israel — For  I would  not^  bre- 
thren^ that  ye  should  be  igno- 
rant of  this  mystery,^  lest  ye 
should  he  wise  in  your  own  con- 
ceits ; that  blindness  in  part  is 
happened  to  Israel^  until  the 
fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come 
in.  And  so  all  Israel  shall  be 
saved : as  it  is  written^  There 


shall  come  out  of  Sion  the  De- 
liverer and  shall  turn  away  un- 
godliness from.  Jacob:  For 

this  is  my  covenant  unto  them^ 
when  I shall  take  away  their 
sins.  As  concerning  the  gos- 
pe/,  they  are  enemies  for  your 
sakes  : but  as  touching  the  elec- 
tion y they  are  beloved  for  the 
fathers'  sakes.  For  the  gifts  and 
calling  of  God  are  without  re- 
pentance. For  as  ye  in  times 
past  have  not  believed  God^ 
yet  have  7iow  obtained  mercy 
through  their  unbelief;  Even 
so  have  these  also  now  not  be- 
lievedy  that  through  your  mercy 
they  also  may  obtain  mercy. 
For  God  hath  concluded  them 
all  in  unbelief  that  he  might 
have  mercy  upon  all.  O the 
depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the 
wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God! 
how  unsearchable  are  his  judg- 
ments^ and  his  ways  past  find- 
ing out ! For  who  hath  known 
the  mind  of  the  Lord?  or  who 
hath  been  his  counsellor  ? Or 
who  hath  first  given  to  hiniy  and 
it  shall  be  recompensed  unto 
him  again?  For  of  himy  and 
through  hhuy  and  to  him^  are 
all  things  ; to  whom  be  glory  for 
ever.  Amen. 
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BRISTOL  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 
The  following  is  the  substance  of 
the  Rev.  Dan.  Wilson’s  Speech 
on  seconding  the  Third  Reso- 
lution at  the  First  Anniversary 
Meeting,  October  3. 

My  Lord, 

In  rising  to  second  the 
motionwhich  has  been  assigned 


me,  I trust  I shall  be  excused 
if  I venture  to  take  a some- 
what extended  view  of  the 
great  question  connected  with 
this  Society. 

And  here  1 am  ready  to  ad- 
mit, what  I well  remember  to 
have  felt  in  ray  own  mind, 
that  the  attempt  to  promote 
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Christianity  among  the  Jews 
does  not  on  the  first  appearance 
seem  very  attractive.  There,  is 
a mingled  feeling  of  contempt 
and  despondency  in  the  minds 
of  Christians  towards  the  fallen 
house  of  Israel  and  Judah, 
which  indisposes  them  from 
making  those  compassionate 
and  persevering  efforts  which 
their  case  demands.  We  turn 
from  the  subject  with  indif- 
ference, if  not  with  disgust,  and 
employ  our  labours  and  our 
prayers  on  objects  more  conge- 
nial to  our  prejudices  or  more 
flattering  to  our  hopes.  But 
surely  such  a state  of  feeling 
is  both  unreasonable  and  sinful. 
Surely  it  must  spring  from  self- 
conceit  of  our  own  privileges 
as  Gentiles,  or  from  distrust  of 
the  future  promises  of  mercy  to 
the  Jewish  people,  or  from  a 
perverse  inconsistency  in  the 
exercise  of  our  charity  towards 
the  miserable.  There  is  no- 
thing, I can  safely  say,  which 
fills  me  with  greater  shame  than 
the  recollection  of  my  own 
share  in  this  guilt.  And  there- 
fore I am  anxious  in  the  very 
outset  of  what  1 have  further  to 
offer,  to  remove  if  possible  so 
fatal  an  obstacle — an  obstacle 
which  bars  up  the  way  even  to 
the  candid  consideration  of  a 
subject,  which,  the  more  it  is 
understood,  will  I am  per- 
suaded the  more  strongly  com- 
mend itself  to  our  judgments 
and  our  hearts.  For  I really 
must  be  permitted  to  think, 
that  in  whatever  light  we  view 
the  eflTorts  of  this  Society,  whe- 
ther as  simply  directed  to  in- 
struct and  relieve  an  immense 


body  of  unhappy  and  degraded 
individuals,  or  as  involving  the 
whole  subject  of  the  restoration 
and  glory  of  the  antient  people 
of  God,  there  are  few  benevolent 
Institutions  which  have  so  large 
and  undisputed  a claim  on  our 
support. 

For  no  one,  I conceive,  will 
deny,  that  the  Jewish  dispersion 
contains  a number  of  not  less 
than  five  millions  of  immortal 
souls,  living  without  God  and 
dying  without  hope;  and  yet 
capable  of  grace  and  pardon  as 
well  as  ourselves;  destined  to 
appear  before  the  same  bar  of 
God  ; and  who  can  only  be 
r(?scued  from  destruction  by  the 
same  mighty  redemption  of  the 
Divine  Saviour.  Nor  can  it  be 
doubted  that  this  people  are  at 
present,  for  the  most  part,  in  a 
peculiarly  wretched  condition  ; 
without  a country,  without  reli- 
gion, without  morals,  without 
education,  without  character; 
filled  with  enmity  against  the 
name  of  Christ;  the  scorn,  in 
short,  and  the  rebuke  of  the 
earth.  As  little  can  it  be  denied 
that  their  former  privileges — as 
that  favoured  nation  to  whom 
pertained  the  adoption,  and  the 
glory,  and  the  covenants,  and 
the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the 
service  of  God,  and  the  promises 
— shed  yet  a ray  of  splendor 
even  over  their  fallen  state ; 
whilst  the  incalculable  benefits 
they  have  been  the  means  of 
communicating  to  the  world — 
benefits  which  comprize  all  we 
enjoy  here  and  all  we  hope  for 
hereafter — benefits  which  com- 
prehend even  that  adorable  mys- 
tery of  our  salvation  which  alone 
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gives  us  the  pre-eminence  over 
the  Jew  or  the  heathen,  con- 
stitute at  least  a claim  upon  our 
warmest  gratitude. 

What  then  are  the  steps  which 
our  Society  is  taking  for  the 
benefit  of  this  most  interesting 
people  ? It  is  educating  their 
children  in  the  Christian  faith. 
It  is  translating  the  New  Testa- 
ment into  their  sacred  language. 
It  is  delivering  Courses  of  Lec- 
tures on  the  evidences  of  the 
Messiahship  of  Christ.  It  is 
publishing  books  on  the  ques- 
tions in  controversy  between  the 
J ews  and  Christians.  It  is  sup- 
porting a Jews’  Episcopal  Cha- 
pel for  the  public  worship  of 
God.  It  is  maintaining  a cor- 
respondence in  various  parts 
of  the  world  with  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  the  He- 
brew people.  It  is  affording  in 
particular  cases  temporal  relief 
to  those  whose  profession  of 
Christianity  exposes  them  to  in- 
evitable desertion  and  ruin.  It 
is  opening  a point  of  union  and 
protection  to  Jews  from  every 
quarter,  who  are  sincerely  in- 
quiring into  the  evidences  of  our 
religion.  It  is  thus  gradually 
lessening  the  deplorable  liosti- 
lity  of  the  Jew  to  the  Christian 
name,  and  convincing  him  that 
we  ' can  abhor  liis  infidelity, 
whilst  we  pity  and  love  the  per- 
son of  the  infidel,  and  aim  at 
instructing  and  saving  his  soul. 

How  admirable  then  is  such 
a design,  even  in  the  confined 
view  we  are  as  yet  taking  of  the 
subject?  Surely  the  Jew  is  our 
brother;  and  his  pitiable  case 
should  at  all  events  touch  our 
compassion,  and  lead  us  to  em- 


ploy a proportionate  zeal  in  pro^ 
moting  his  salvation,  consider- 
ing him  simply  as  a fallen  and 
wretched  sufferer.  And  when 
we  consider  the  number  of  Chil- 
dren that  have  actually  been 
educated  in  this  School,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  two  hundred  ; the 
large  portion  of  the  Hebrew 
Translation  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment which  has  already  been 
printed  under  the  patronage  of 
six  most  learned  Prelates  of  our 
Cliurch,  and  in  a manner  to  ob- 
tain the  commendation  of  the 
first  Oriental  Scholars — a work 
so  important,  that  if  it  were  the 
only  object  of  our  Society,  it 
would  of  itself  more  than  repay 
all  its  exertions,  I really  think 
this  infant  Establishment  pre- 
sents as  strong  and  affecting 
an  appeal  to  the  piety  and 
benevolence  of  Christians  as 
was  ever  advanced  by  any 
charitable  Association. 

But  how  inadequate  a view 
have  we  taken  of  this  subject,  in 
considering  the  Jews  merely  as 
on  the  same  footing  with  other 
suffering  and  ignorant  nations 
around  us.  There  are  other  and 
more  commanding  topics  to  be 
adverted  to ; topics  which  raise 
the  question  from  the  ordinary 
mass  of  beneficent  efforts,  and 
place  it  upon  a peculiar  and 
most  sacred  elevation. 

Foe  may  I not  be  allowed  here 
to  ask,  in  the  first  place,  whether 
the  Scripture  does  not  expressly 
foretel  the  future  conversion  of 
the  house  of  Israel  ? This  is,  I 
believe,  so  little  controverted, 
that  I will  not  stop  to  insist 
upon  it.  I will  merely  say,  that 
if  there  be  one  point  of  the 
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prophetic  word  more  clear  than 
another,  it  is,  that  the  Deliverer 
shall  come  from  Sion,  that  the 
veil  shall  be  removed  from  the 
heart  of  this  people,  that  they 
shall  be  inserted  again  into  their 
own  olive,  and  that  so  all  Israel 
shall  be  saved . The  future  con- 
version of  the  Gentile  nations, 
does  not  in  my  judgment  rest 
upon  such  numerous  and  une- 
quivocal testimonies  of  the  Di- 
vine Word,  as  that  of  the  aiTcient 
people  of  God  ; and  yet  of  the 
universal  diffusion  of  the  gospel 
among  the  Gentiles,  what  Chris- 
tian entertains  a doubt  ? 

i inquire  then,  in  the  next 
place,  whether  the  ordinary 
means  of  instruction  are  to  be 
employed  in  accomplishing  this 
great  event.  And  who  can  hesi- 
tate on  such  a point  ? Ifi  what 
single  step,  relating  to  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  gospel  or  the 
conversion  of  sinners,  does  not 
God  use  the  means  which  he  has 
enjoined  on  us  as  our  duty,  and 
to  which  he  has  promised  to  at- 
tach his  blessing  ? In  what  part 
even  of  the  eventful  history  of 
the  Jews  themselves  were  not 
instruction,  and  reproof,  and 
warning,  and  invitation,  the 
force  of  argument  and  the  ten- 
derness of  persuasion,  employ- 
ed ? At  the  very  moment  when 
they  triumphed  over  the  bon- 
dage of  Egypt,  and  the  opening 
waves  divided  at  the  rod  of  the 
prophet,  was  not  that  law  deliv- 
ered, which  was  to  control  their 
conduct  and  direct  their  obe- 
dience ? Even  in  the  midst  of 
all  the  miracles  which  attended 
their  subsequent  journeys  or  re- 
pose, their  captivity  or  their  re- 
turn, the  infancy  of  (heir  nation 
or  its  maturity,  were  not  exhor- 
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tation  and  instruction  added  to 
the  extraordinary  symbols  of 
the  divine  presence  ? And  this 
in  the  period  of  the  church  when 
a theocracy  yet  subsisted,  and> 
the  splendour  of  miracles  shone 
around  it.  And  can  we  doubt 
whether  means  are  to  be  em- 
ployed now,  when  miracles  have 
been  suspended  for  1500  years, 
and  when  all  the  astonishing 
operations  of  Almighty  grace  in 
the  present  day,  are  carried  on 
by  stupendous  indeed,  but  ordi- 
nary combinations  of  human 
wisdom  and  effort  ? Whether 
indeed  any  thing  properly  mi- 
raculous may  accompany  the 
conversion  and  restoration  of 
this  people  to  their  own  land,  if 
we  arc  right  in  our  expectations 
of  that  restoration,  I am  not  con- 
cerned to  determine  ; it  is  quite 
sufficient  to  know,  that  the  use 
of  means  is  indispensable  in  the 
order  of  divine  procedure,  and 
therefofe  binding  on  the  con- 
science of  every  obedient  Chris- 
tian. In  fact,  I do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  that  wc  might  as  well 
wait  for  the  intervention  of  mira- 
cles in  our  attempts  to  convert 
the  Gentile,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Jew.  And  such  an  assertion  I 
know  has  actually  been  made; 
but  made  by  those  who  were 
secretly  anxious  to  dismiss  an 
unwelcome  subject,  or  were  ig- 
norant of  the  efficacy  of  grace  in 
renewing  and  sanctifying  the 
human  heart.  Only  a few  years 
ago  we  were  as  gravely  told,  that 
the  Hindoo  could  not  be  con- 
verted without  a prodigy,  as  we 
now  are  that  the  Jew  cannot. 
And  I pray  God,  that  the  evi- 
dence of  facts  which  has  con- 
founded the  one  objection,  may 
lead  us  to  the  “active  employ- 
3 p 
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ment  of  those  means  which  God 
may  bless  totlie  refutation  of  the 
other. 

But  it  may  perhaps  be  further 
doubted  whether  the  present  be 
a suitable  time  for  making  this 
attempt,  however  right  such  an 
attempt  may  in  itself  be.  And 
must  then,  I would  ask,  the  same 
objection  which  was  advanced 
of  old  against  the  rearing  of  the 
Second  Temple,  be  deliberately 
answered  now^,  ere  we  put  our 
hands  to  the  erection  of  the  new 
and  spiritual  edifice  ? ‘‘Is  it 
then  time  for  you,  O ye,  to  dwell 
in  your  ceiled  houses,  and  this 
house  lie  waste  ?”  Is  it  “ for 
you  to  know  the  times  and  the 
seasons,  which  the  Father  hath 
put  in  his  own  power  ?”  Is  it 
a time  to  disperse  your  Bibles 
oyer  the  world,  and  to  send 
your  Missionaries  into  every 
quarter  ? Is  it  a time  to  educate 
your  children,  and  scatter  your 
blessings  at  home  and  abroad  ? 
And,  is  it  not  a time  to  think 
upon  Zion  and  favour  the  dust 
thereof;  to  raise  the  fallen  ta- 
bernacle of  David,  and  w^eep 
over  the  desolations  of  Israel  ? 
No,  adorable  Saviour;  to  raise 
such  objections  is  to  trifle  with 
our  duty  towards  thee!  It  is 
not  argument  on  this  point,  but 
thy  grace  which  we  need.  We 
confess  with  shame  our  back- 
wardness in  this  work  of  mercy  ! 
We  acknowledge  that  ages  have 
rolled  by,  whilst  Christians  have 
been  despising  and  persecuting, 
instead  of  pitying  and  instruct- 
ing, thy  long-lost,  but  not  re- 
jected people.  O that  the  time 
may  now  be  come  for  the  eflfu- 
sion  of  thy  Spirit  upon  us ! The 
time  when  thy  mercy  shall  sof- 
ten our  hearts,  the  time  when 


repentance  for  our  past  delay, 
shall  quicken  our  future  dili- 
gence, and  a tender  aflPectionate 
sympathy  for  the  Jew,  shall 
take  place  of  our  lifeless  indif- 
ference or  presumptuous  de- 
spair. 

It  may  however,  in  the  last 
place,  be  still  said  by  some,  that 
the  attempt  has  been  made  and 
has  failed  ; or  at  least  that  such 
discouragements  have  arisen  as 
may  well  check  the  hope  of  any 
considerable  success.  And  here, 

I apprehend,  the  real  weight  of 
all  the  present  objections  against 
our  Society  may  be  said  to  lie. 
Allow  me  therefore  a moment’s 
further  attention,  and  I trust 
some  considerations  may  be 
suggested  calculated  to  lessen  its 
force.  For,  on  the  very  face  of 
the  question,  I do  not  understand 
how  an  attempt  to  promote 
Christianity  amongst  the  Jews 
can  be  said  to  have  failed,  when 
it  is  only  just  now  being  made, 
and  all  our  proceedings  are  in 
an  incipient  state.  Certainly  we 
can  never  look  for  success,  if  we 
sit  down  in  despondency  with- 
out having  fairly  entered  on  the 
necessary  exertion.  Considering 
the  infant  state  of  the  cause  and 
the  languor  with  which  it  has 
had  to  contend,  I must  be  per- 
mitted to  assert  that  our  advance 
has  by  no  means  been  slow,  and 
that  the  pros f>ect  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess is  far  from  discouraging.  - 
In  our  estimate  of  it,  indeed,  it 
is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the 
particular  nature  of  the  cause  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  We 
have  no  right  to  expect  that 
splendour  and  magnitude  in  our 
proceedings  which  attend  the 
Societies  for  spreading  the 
Scriptures  over  the  earth,  or  for 
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converting  the  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  Heatlien  and  Moham- 
medan people.  W e have  her^ 
to  do  with  a dispersed  natiot), 
which  however  numerous  in  it- 
self is  yet  comparatively  of  small 
extent — not  exceeding  (as  is 
commonly  supposed)  in  the 
whole  five  millions — and  wan- 
dering in  almost  every  region  of 
the  earth.  Our  access  therefore 
to  them  must  be  more  difficult, 
our  efforts  more  unconnected, 
and  our  success  less  conspicu- 
ous. W e are  besides  to  remem- 
ber, that  the  very  moral  degra- 
dation of  the  mass  of  the  Jewish 
nation,  which  we  all  admit  to  be 
the  fact,  and  which  I fear  is  at 
times  the  source  of  our  contempt 
rather  than  of  our  pity,  renders 
caution  in  our  measures  pecu- 
liarly necessary,  and  should  pre- 
pare us  for  frequent  failures, 
even  when  our  hopes  begin  to 
be  sanguine.  Nor  must  we  for- 
get that  the  change  which  has 
lately  taken  place,  not  in  the 
friends  of  the  Institution,  but  in 
the  management  of  its  concerns, 
must  of  necessity  occasion  a tem- 
porary inconvenience.  If  some 
of  our  early  measures  were  less 
considerate  than  might  have 
been  desired,  if  debts  were  con- 
sequently contracted,  and  it  was 
found  that  a perfect  unity  in  the 
detailsofthe  arrangements  could 
only  be  secured  by  an  alteration 
in  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mittee, surely  this  affords  no 
ground  whatever  of  despair  as  to 
the  general  design  of  converting 
the  J ewish  people.  Rather  may 
we  consider  it  as  a peculiar  en- 
couragement, when  we  recollect 
the  perfect  harmony  which  pre- 
vailed on  the  occasion,  and  the 
extraordinary  munificence  by 


which  the  debts  were  dis- 
charged. For  my  own  part, 
though  I was  a member  of  it 
on  its  former  plan,  and  should 
have  continued  so  if  no  altera- 
tion had  taken  place,  I must  still 
say,  that  the  present  system  of 
unity  in  all  the  measures  of  the 
Society,  which  could  only  be 
expected  to  arise  in  consci- 
entious persons  from  an  entire 
unity  of  judgment,  does  aftbrd 
me  a far  more  pleasing  assu- 
rance of  the  divine  favour  and 
blessing.  Nor  do  I find  it  an 
unusual  circumstance,  that  in 
Societies  of  this  nature  seasons 
of  depression  should  occur,  cal- 
culated to  humble  the  pride  of 
man,  to  check  our  eager  im- 
patience, to  correct  any  bad 
spirit  which  may  have  crept  in 
amongst  us,  and  to  bring  us  in 
fervent  prayer  to  the  foot  of  the 
Cross.  In  proportion  as  human 
glory  is  abased  and  God  alone 
exalted  may  we  hope  for  tlie 
blessing  for  which  we  wait.  I 
am  sure,  in  all  religious  societies 
wUlr  which  I am  connected,  it 
has  only  been  by  dearly-bought- 
experience  that  they  have  learnt 
what  things  to  avoid  and  what 
to  pursue ; and  it  has  usually 
occurred  that  in  quarters  that 
we  least  expected,  some  encou- 
ragements have  been  afforded, 
to  balance  extraordinary  de- 
pression in  other  branches  of  our 
efforts.  I trust  therefore  the 
really  unfounded  prejudice  that 
the  attempt  to  convert  the  Jews 
has  been  made  and  has  failed, 
will  not  be  allowed  any  longer 
to  hang  upon  our  minds,  and  to 
prevent  the  use  of  those  very 
means  by  which  alone  any  great 
success  can  be  looked  for.  All 
I ask  is,  that  serious  and  bene- 
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volent  perso/is  will  calmly  ex- 
amine the  w hole  question  ; and 
if  they  see  the  future  steps  of 
our  Society  to  be  honourable 
and  prudent,  to  aftbrd  us  that 
proportion  of  support  w hich  we 
may  appear  to  deserve.  To  put 
the  question  on  the  very  lowest 
footing,  we  are  benetitting  a 
very  large  mass  of  wretched 
and  ignorant  fellow-creatures, 
allied  to  us  by  many  bonds  of 
unusual  and  paramount  obli- 
gation. This,  as  I at  first  stated, 
is  of  itself  quite  a sufficient 
ground  of  benevolent  activity. 
But  if,  in  addition  to  this,  the 
Jews  are  still  in  covenant  with 
God  and  beloved  for  their 
fathers’  sake, — if  they  are  to 
be  assuredly  converted  to  the 
Christian  faith, — if  the  use  of 
means  is  to  be  employed  in  ef- 
fecting this, — if  no  nation  has 
been  so  honoured  of  God  as 
our  own,  or  so  zealous  in  pro- 
moting every  cause  of  piety  and 
love, — if  the  present  period  has 
been  distinguished  the  per- 
fectly unprecedented  success  of 
various  noble  religious  insti- 
tutions,— if  the  whole  of  the 
Heathen  and  Mohammedan  na- 
tions are  waiting,  as  it  were, 
for  the  salvation  of  Goil,  and  a 
spirit  of  inquiry  is  springing  up 
in  the  furthest  recesses  of  su- 
perstition,— if  the  most  judi- 
cious Divines  conceive  that  the 
predicted  termination  of  the 
reign  of  Antichristian  corrup- 
tion and  darkness  cannot  on 
any  calculation  be  very  distant, 
— if  even  among  the  J e ws  them- 
selves some  symptoms  of  reli- 
gious investigation  begin  to  ap- 
pear,— and  if,  above  all,  the  full 
coming  in  of  the  Gentiles  into 
the  Church  is  to  be  dependant, 


as  the  Scriptures  repeatedly  as- 
sert, on  the  previous  restoration 
of  Israel ; then  I feel  compelled 
to  conclude,  that  no  cause  can 
be  more  deeply  affecting  than 
that  in  which  we  are  engaged — 
no  cause  where  the  faith  and  pa- 
tience of  the  Christian  can  be 
better  employed,  none  where 
success  will  stand  connected 
with  such  important  conse- 
quences on  the  greatest  designs 
of  God  and  the  highest  interests 
of  the  whole  family  of  man.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the 
circle  of  our  charities  would  be 
materially  defective,  if  the  un- 
happy Jew  were  forgotten.  I 
cannot  but  think,  that  the  least 
return  we  can  make  to  that  peo- 
ple for  the  immense  obligations 
under  which  we  lie  to  their  fa- 
thers, is  to  labour  assiduously 
for  their  conversion;  and  that  at 
length  each  Christian,  awaking 
to  his  duty  in  this  respect,  should 
resolve  with  David,  “ If  I for- 
get thee,  O Jerusalem,  let  my 
right  hand  forget  her  cunning; 
If  I do  not  remember  thee,  let 
my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of 
my  mouth  ; if  I prefer  not  Jeru- 
salem above  my  chief  joy or 
rather  should  address  himself  to 
the  Giver  of  ali  grace,  and  say, 
in  accents  of  fervent  supplica- 
tion,— and  I am  sure  I may  be 
permitted  in  this  way  to  close 
these  few  remarks — Vouchsafe, 
O blessed  Saviour,  to  prosper 
the  work  of  our  hands  upon  us! 
Vouchsafe  to  direct  us  in  all  our 
measures!  Do  thou  grant  us 
such  wisdom  and  tenderness  and 
fidelity,  that  we  may  not  dis- 
grace the  sacred  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged ! And,  O,  that 
it  might  please  thee  to  enlighten 
the  minds  of  thy  Ancient  Peo- 
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pie  ; to  ‘ remove  from  them  all 
ignorance,  bardnessof  heart  and 
contempt  of  thy  \rord  ; and  so 
fetch  them  home,  blessed  Lord, 
to  thy  flock,  that  they  maj^  be 
saved  with  the  remnant  of  tlie 
true  Israelites,  and  become  one 
fold  under  one  Shepherd,  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord ! ’ 

ANECDOTE  OF  A JEW. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositor. 

Gentlemen, 

As  the  following  little  nar- 
rative contributes  to  prove  the 
utility  of  the  translation  of  the 
New  Testament  into  Hebrew, 
I think  it  my  duty  to  offer  it 
to  you. 

Happenifig  to  meet  with  a 
Polish  Jew,  who  by  a train  of 
circumstances  not  necessary  to 
relate,  was  induced  to  come  to 
this  country,  I entered  into 
conversation  with  him,  and 
finding  that  he  firmly  relied  on 
the  authenticity  of  the  Old 
Testament,  I felt  a hope  that 
a still  further  acquaintance  with 
his  own  Scriptures  than  he  had 
obtained  by  the  partial  readings 
of  them  in  the  synagogue,  might 
be  attended  with  salutary  ef- 
fects. 

With  this  view  I pointed  out 
from  the  Prophets  at  each  suc- 
cessive visit  which  this  man 
paid  us,  some  passages  from 
the  Hebrew  Bible  relative  to 
the  Messiah,  particularly  to  his 
sufferings.  Some  of  these  I 
copied  for  his  use,  as  lie  cannot 
read  English.  His  apparently 
serious  consideration  of  tliem, 
determined  me  to  write  to  the 
London  Society  for  the  Hebrew 
translation  of  the  Four  Gospels, 
which  I not  only  presented  to 


him,  but  ventured  to  request 
he  would  read  to  me  several 
parts  which  I pointed  out  to 
him. 

I w ished  for  the  gratification 
of  marking  the  effect,  and  1 had 
the  unspeakable  delight  of  ob- 
serving that  he  seemed  deeply 
affected.  He  betrayed  great 
emotion  at  the  history  of  our 
Saviour’s  crucifixion,  and  ap- 
peared much  impressed  by 
parts  of  the  last  chapter  of  the 
gospel  of  Si.  Luke,  and  the 
first  chapter  of  the  gospel  of 
St.  John. 

His  very  incompetent  know- 
ledge of  the  English  Language, 
and  the  consciousness  of  my 
own  insufficiency  for  properly 
directing  the  eyes  of  this  Jew 
to  him  whom  his  forefathers 
pierced,  made  me  exclusively 
use  the  Scriptures  for  this  glo- 
rious end.  I trust  that  such 
a power  accompanied  his  read- 
ing them  as  may  ultimately 
produce  the  desired  conviction. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Hebrew 
language  has  been  the  medium 
by  which  he  has  obtained  a 
clearer  view  of  the  oracles  of 
truth.  I am,  &c. 

A Subscriber. 

Nov.d,  1816. 

SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  A CON- 
VERTED JEW. 

We  have  received  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Coane,  of  Bath,  the  follow- 
ing account  of  George  Gerson, 
the  converted  Jew,  whose 
death  was  noticed  in  our  num- 
ber for  October. 

George"  Gerson,  was  a 
native  of  Russia,  of  Jewish 
parents,  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  the  capacity  of  an  inter- 
preter to  a Russian  lady,  when 
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lie  was  about  twenty- five  years 
of  age.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
in  England,  he  left  her,  and 
went  as  clerk  into  a counting 
house  in  London,  (I  understand 
with  a relation  of  tlie  lady  with 
whom  he  travelled,)  where  he 
remained  for  more  than  four 
years.  Some  circumstances 
induced  him  to  come  to  Bath, 
where  he  married  the  daughter 
of  a Jew  residing  in  that  city, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children. 
The  business  he  followed  since 
his  marriage,  was  that  of  a 
travelling  pedlar,  in  the  pursuit 
of  which,  he  caught  a cold, 
which  brought  on  expectoration, 
and  he  died  in  ten  months  after 
of  a decline.  About  eleven 
days  before  his  departure  hence, 
feeling  the  rapid  strides  which 
the  disease  was  making  upon 
his  constitution,  and  aware  that 
death  was  nigh  him,  he  sent 
for  a clergyman,  wishing  to 
be  received  by  the  rite  of  bap- 
tism, into  the  visible  church, 
which  was  performed  by  the 
Rev. Mr.  Warner,  of  St.  James’s, 
Bath.  At  this  time  I was  ab- 
sent from  Bath,  but  upon  my 
return,  which  was  not  till 
within  four  days  of  his  dis- 
solution, I went  to  see  him.  He 
was  then  very  feeble,  his  voice 
almost  gone,  but  his  conver- 
sation was  satisfactory,  and,  as 
far  as  man  may  venture  to  pro- 
nounce, I would  say  he  is  now 
in  glory.  In  the  last  interview 
I had  with  him,  among  other 
things  1 asked  him,  did  he  feel 
himself  to  be  a lost  sinner  ? to 
which  he  replied,  No!  this 
a little  startled  me  ; but  not 
wishing  to  cavil  at  terms,  I re- 
quested him  to  explain  himself, 
to  which  he  made  answer,  ‘ He 


believed  he  was  a saved  sinner, 
for  Christ  died  for  sinners^' — 
these  were  his  very  words.  Re- 
lieved from  my  anxiety,  1 fur- 
ther questioned  him,  ‘ Do  you 
not  believe  that  in  yourself 
you  are  a lost  sinner?’  ‘Yes, 
truly  !’  replied  he.  ‘ Then  Christ 
is  precious  to  your  soulj’ — to, 
which  he  said,  ‘ He  is  my  only 

HOPE.’ 

I enquired  of  him  how  long 
he  had  been  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  Christianity  ? He  said. 
For  some  time,  but  was  more 
conjirrned  of  late,  (I  believe  it 
was  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  Scriptures  he  was  first 
awakened.)  ‘ Why  then  did 
you  not  make  a public  profes- 
sion of  belief  in  Christ  as  the 
Messiah,  before?’  His  reasons 
arose  in  part,  from  a fear  of 
the  Jews,  together  with  the 
hope  of  being  instrumental  in 
bringing  over  his  wife  to  Chris- 
tianity, and  of  training  up  his 
children  in  the  faith  of  Jesus. 
There  was  much  in  his  spirit 
and  conducl,  which  marked 
the  renewed  man,  and  evi- 
denced, that  his  was  not  merely 
profession,  but  the  spiritual 
unction  of  God;  for  “ no  man 
can  call  Jesus  Lord,  but  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.”  Moreover,  his 
sincerity  may  be  collected  from 
this,  (not  to  mention  other  con- 
siderations;) he  knew  he  was 
a dying  man^  and  therefore 
had  nothing  to  gain  in  this 
life;  and  what  hope  could  he 
have  in  the  next,  when  dying 
with  a lie  in  his  mouth  : but 
he  had  something  to  lose  in 
this  life;  for  he  was  called  to 
suffer  the  greatest  opposition, 
yea,  a persecution,  from  his 
brethren.  Even  his  own  father 
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in-law  threatened  to  murder 
him;  and  had  not  the  civil 
power  been  called  in,  there  is 
no  answering  what  they  might 
in  their  rage  have  done.  In 
this  state,  deserted  by  father, 
wife,  and  friends,  the  Lord 
took  him  up,  and  by  his  ser- 
vants comforted  him  during 
his  few  remaining  days.  The 
evidence  of  the  vitality  of  his 
profession,  and  that  it  was  of 
grace,  marked  itself  in  his  anx- 
iety for  his  offspring. — Man, 
until  alive  to  the  value  of  his 
own  soul,  feels  not  for  the  souls 
of  others. — Now  his  concern 
for  his  children,  was  not  only 
apparent,  but  even  distressing, 
so  much  so,  that  when  visiting 
him,  I forbore  to  touch  upon 
the  subject,  apprehensive  it 
might  overcome  him.  He 
breathed  his  last  on  Sept.  19, 
1816,  and  entered,  I confidently 
trust,  into  his  rest. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES  IN  THE  NORTH 
OF  ENGLAND. 

In  a tour  to  the  North  of  England, 
during  the  last  summer,  by  the  Rev. 
Legh  Richmond  and  the  Rev.  David 
Ruell,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
Auxiliaries  and  making  collections 
in  favour  of  the  London  Society,  the 
following  Societies  were  visited  and 
found  to  be  in  a prosperous  state. 

The 'Society  of  Derby  exhibited 
new  symptoms  of  vigour  and  zeal. 
Though  there  was  not  suflficient  time 
to  give  notice  for  a general  meeting, 
yet,  in  a few  hours,  by  the  exertions 
of  two  or  three  active  friends  of  the 
cause,  a very  respectable  assembly, 
principally  of  Ladies,  was  convened, 
at  which  the  Rev.  W.  Shirley,  A.  M. 
took  the  chair.  The  Rev.  D.  Ruell, 
one  of  the  London  Secretaries,  was 
called  upon  to  give  an  account  of 
the  state,  proceedings,  and  success  of 
the  Parent  Society.  Several  other 
clergymen  addressed  the  meeting, 


which  seemed  deeply  impressed  with 
the  present  deplorable  state  of  the 
ancient  people  of  God,  and  earnestly 
to  pray  for  their  spiritual  deliv  erance. 
A sermon  was  preached  the  same 
evening  at  St.  Michael’s,  in  favour  of 
the  Society,  which  was  respectably 
and  numerously  attended. 

The  Auxiliary  of  Leeds  held  its 
Annual  - Meeting  on  the  2 1st  of 
August,  which  was  numerously  at- 
tended ; the  Rev.  Mr.  Chumley,  A.  M. 
in  the  chair.  Sermons  were  preached 
on  ;the  Sunday  preceding  at  St.  Paul’s, 
St.  James’s,  and  Horseforth;  and  in 
the  neighbouring  villages  the  follow- 
ing week,  by  one  of  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Parent  Society.  The  meeting 
was  attended  and  addressed  by  the 
Rev.Messrs. Richmond,  Ruell,  Ramf- 
tler,  Row,  and  several  of  the  local 
and  neighbouring  clergy  and  gentle- 
men. An  interesting  Report  was 
read,  and  several  resolutions  passed, 
expressive  of  the  approbation  of  the 
Parent  Institution,  and  of  the  success 
with  which  it  had  pleased  the  God 
of  Abraham  to  crown  their  feeble 
efforts  to  promote  his  glory,  and  the 
present  and  future  welfare  of  his 
ancient  people. 

At  Knaresborough,  where  a more 
than  ordinary  missionary  spirit  has 
been  excited  by,  and  fostered  under, 
the  zealous  exertions  of  the  pious 
and  excellent  Vicar  of  the  place,  no 
less  zeal  was  discovered  in  favour  of 
the  benighted  Jews.  With  only  a few 
hours’  notice  the  town  hall  was  filled 
to  its  very  extremities,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  an  Auxiliary,  in  aid 
of  the  Parent  Society  in  London. 
The  meeting  was  held  in  the  evening, 
when  ,the  Rev.  A.  Clieap  took  the 
chair,  attended  by  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Richmond,  Ruell,  Ingleby,  and  other 
clergy  and  gentlemen.  Several  reso- 
lutions were  passed,  and  a Society 
formed,  to  be  called,  the  “ Knares- 
borough Auxiliary,  in  aid  ^of  the 
London  Society  for  promoting  Chris- 
tianity among  the  Jews.”  May  the 
blessing  of  heaven  attend  its  work 
of  faith  and  labour  of  love ! 

At  Kendal,  where  the  cause  of  the 
Jews  is  rightly  understood,  and  duly 
appreciate,  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Auxiliary  Society  was  held  in  the 
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town  hall  on  Wednesday  the  4th  of 
September,  the  Rev.  J.  Hudson,  A.M. 
Vicar  of  the  parish,  and  President  of 
the  Auxiliary,  in  the  chair;  who,  on 
the  Sunday  preceding,  preached  an 
excellent  sermon  on  the  subject  from 
Rom.  X.  1.  Preparatory  sermons 
had  also  been  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Richmond  and  Ruell.  The 
meeting  was  most  respectably  and 
numerously  attended.  The  Alayor, 
and  several  of  the  most  respectable 
gentlemen  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood, were  of  the  number. 
The  meeting  was  addressed,  in  addi- 
tion to  an  excellent  and  appropriate 
speech  from  the  chair,  by  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Richmond,  W.  C.  Wilson, 
and  one  of  the  London  Secretaries; 
also  by  the  Mayor,  W.  W.  C.  Wilson, 
Esq.  of  Casterton  Hall,  C.  Wil- 
son, Esq.  of  Abbot  Hall,  and  several 
other  gentlemen  Various  resolutions 
■ were  passed,  expressing  the  appro- 
bation of  the  meeting,  as  to  the  pro- 
ceedings and  success  of  the  Parent 
Society.  The  Rev.  L.  Richmond,  in 
his  eloquent  and  touching  address, 
paid  a tribute  of  deserved  respect  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  President  of 
that  Auxiliary — the  late  venerable 
Dr.  Watson,  Lord  Bishop  of  LlandalF, 
who  had  been  a most  zealous  friend 
to  the  cause,  and  whose  mortal  re- 
mains now  lie  deposited  at  Bownes  on 
the  beautiful  lake  of  Windermere,  by 
relating  an  interesting  conversation 
he  had  held  with  that  learned 
prelate  .on  the  subject  of  the  Jews, 
a short  time  previous  to  his  disso- 
lution; which  much  interested  the 
Meeting,  and  encouraged  the  friends 
of  the  Society  to  persevere  in  the 
good  work,  not  doubting,  but  that 
the  same  God,  who  had  put  into 
their  hearts  these  “ good  desires,” 
would,  in  his  own  time,  “bring  the 
same  to  good  effect.” 

The  Manchester  and  Salford  Auxi- 
liary Society  held  its  Third  Anniver- 
sary on  Wednesday,  the  1 1th  of  Sep- 
tember, Rev.  E.  Booth  in  the  chair. 


Sermons  had  been  previously  preached 
by  the  Rev.  L.  Richmond,  and  one 
of  the  London  Secretaries.  The 
Meeting  was  numerously  attended  and 
seemed  to  take  a most  lively  interest 
in  the  great  cause  for  which  it  had 
been  assembled.  (For  the  resolutions 
passed  at  this  Meeting,  see  our  num* 
ber  of  the  Expositor  lor  October  last, 
page  399.)  A number  of  the  local 
and  other  clergy  and  gentlemen  were 
present,  and  took  a part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  interesting  day. 
May  the  Father  of  all  mercy,  and  the 
God  of  all  grace,  crown  tl;ese  bene- 
volent exertions  with  abundant  suc- 
cess. 

Collections  made  by  the  Rev.  D.  Ruell,  A.  M. 
in  the  above  tour. 

Spratton,  Northamptonshire, 

Rev.  T.  Jones,  Curate  . . 5 12  4 
Creaton,  do.  do.  ...  9 0 0 

Ravensthorpe,  do. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hornsby,  Rector,  4 3 0 
St.  Michael’s,  Derby, 

Rev.  Mr.  Howard,  Vicar.  14  17  7 

St.  Paul’s,  Leeds, 

Rev.Mr.  Jackson,  Minister,  43  12  0 
St.  James’s,  do. 

Rev.  Mr.  Chumley,  Curate,  17  4 0 
Horseforth,  near  Leeds, 

Rev.  Mr.  Shipley,  Minister,  4 15  0 
Pannal,  Yorkshire, 

Rev.  Mr.  Hunter,  Rector,  4 0 li 
Mirfield,  do. 

Rev.Mr.Selgwick,Minister,  10  8 0 
Hartshead,  do. 

Rev.Mr.Atkinson,l\Iinister  6 0 
Tong,  Rev.  Mr.  Hammerton, 

Minister  ......  5 6 9 

Gildersome, 

Rev.  Mr.  Wardle,  Minister,  4 0 0 
Woodchurch,  Rev.  Mr.  Hep- 

worth,  Minister  ...  9 19  7| 

Friend  at  Pudsey  ....  1 0 0 

A Widow’s  mite,  do.  ..010 
Rotliwell,  Yorkshire, 

Rev.Mr.Muncaster,Curate,  9 0 0 
Motham,  Cheshire, 

Rev.  Mr.  Turner,  Vicar  .400 
Stayley  Bridge,  do. 

Rev.  Mr.  Attey,  Minister  .500 
Si.  Stephen’s,  Salford, 

Rev.  .Mr.  Booth,  Minister,  9 10  0 


The  List  of  Contributions  zcill  be  given  in  the  Supplement. 


THE 


3fetot0l)  expositor, 

AND  / 

FMENB  OF  ISHAEE. 


SUPPLEMENT,  1816. 


As  the  l\ro  first  of  Mr.  Cuning- 
hame’s  letters  to  Rabbi  Crooll, 
appeared  in  the  Jewish  Reposi- 
tory, we  give  them  again  for 
the  accommodation  of  such  of 
our  readers  as  are  not  in  posses- 
sion of  that  work. 
CUXlxVGHAME’S  FIRST  LETTER 
TO  RABBI  J.  CROOLL. 

Sir, 

I cannot  but  rejoice,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  recent  pub- 
lication of  your  work,  entitled, 
The  Restoration'  of  Israel,” 
with  the  answer  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Scott,  an  opportunity  is 
afforded  to  Christians,  to  renew 
the  investigation  of  the  great 
question  at  issue  between  them 
and  the  Jews,  in  the  spirit  of 
temperate  and  amicable  con- 
troversy.. 

Your  book,  being  now  before 
the  public,  becomes  a fair  and 
legitimate  object  of  general  dis- 
cussion ; and  I conceive  myself 
to  be  at  liberty  to  make  such 
animadversions  on  its  contents 
as  the  interests  of  truth  seem  to 
require. — At  an  early  period  of 
the  existence  of  the  London 
Society,  I furnished  them  with 

VOL.  I. 


a MS.  containing  remarks  on 
David  Levi’s  Dissertations  on 
the  Prophecies  respecting  the 
Messiah,  which  they  thought 
it  right  to  publish : the  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  on  receiving 
your  MS.  did  me  the  honour 
to  consider  me  a fit  person  to 
answer  it,  and  put  it  into  my 
hands  with  that  view,  as  was 
stated  to  the  public  in  the  Fourth 
Report  of  the  Society. — It  ap- 
peared to  myself,  however,  that 
I by  no  means  possessed  the 
requisite  knowledge  of  Hebrew 
literature  for  such  an  under- 
taking, and  I was  anxious  that 
some  one  more  competent  for 
it  should  execute  the  important 
duty  which  had  been  assigned 
to  me ; and  the  more  so,  as  I was 
engaged  in  other  matters  which 
almost  entirely  occupied  my 
time. — But  though  this  was  my 
feeling,  I thouglit  it  right  to  put 
down  such  remarks  as  occurred 
to  me  in  reading  your  book, 
with  a view  of  completing  an 
answer  to  it  at  some  future 
period. — I had  proceeded  a 
considerable  length  in  this  task, 
3q 
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when  I heard,  with  unspeakable 
satisfaction,  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Scott  was  engaged  in  preparing 
an  answer  to  your  work. — After 
I received  this  information,  1 
wholly  discontinued  the  prose- 
cution of  what  I had  begun ; 
as  1 had  no  doubt  that  the  an- 
swer of  Mr.  Scott  would  be 
more  complete  than  any  thing 
which  I could  offer  on  the 
subject. — In  this  expectation 
I have  not  been  disappointed, 
and  I rejoice  to  think,  that  my 
own  backwardness  has,  perhaps 
been  indirectly  the  means  of 
producing  Mr.  Scott’s  import- 
ant work. 

If  you  have  done  me  the 
honour  to  read  my  Remarks  on 
David  Levi’s  Dissertations,  you 
must,  I think,  acknowledge  that 
it  breathes  throughout  a spirit 
of  high  respect  and  cordial  good 
will  for  the  Jewish  nation. — 
I hope,  that  in  the  course  of 
the  observations  which  I may 
submit  to  your  consideration 
upon  your  own  work,  no  expres- 
sion will  escape  from  me  which 
may  seem  inconsistent  with  such 
sentiments  of  regard  towards 
the  descendants  of  Abraham. 
I can  with  great  truth  assure 
you,  that  it  is  my  heart’s  desire 
and  my  daily  prayer  unto  God 
that  Israel  may  be  saved  from 
their  dispersions,  and  may  “ re- 
turn and  seek  the  Lord  their 
God,  and  David  their  king,” 
according  to  the  prediction  of 
the  prophet  Hosea.*  I also 
believe  that  the  Jewish  people 
are  destined,  at  no  distant  pe- 
riod, after  they  shall  have  thus 


sought  the  Lord  their  God  and 
David  their  king,  to  be  the  first 
of  the  nations  of  the  earth ; ac- 
cording to  what  is  written  in 
the  prophecy  of  Micahrf  ‘‘And 
thou,  O tower  of  the  flock,  the 
strong  hold  of  the  daughter  of 
Zion,  unto  thee  shall  it  come, 
even  the  first  dominion:  the 
kingdom  shall  come  to  the 
daughter  of  Jerusalem.” 

Your  work  begins  with  a very 
important  observation,  in  which 
I have  the  satisfaction  entirely  to 
agree  with  you.  You  remark 
that  the  title  of  messiaii  is  ap- 
plicable, first,  to  the  Mngly^ 
secondly,  to  the  prophetical^ 
and,  thirdly,  to  the  high  priestly 
characters  and  offices.  Now, 
sir,  I infer  from  this,  that  He 
who  is  emphatically  the  Mes- 
siah promised  to  the  fathers, 
must,  necessarily,  unite  in  his 
own  person  all  the  above  offices : 
for  were  it  not  so,  the  Messiah 
himself  would,  in  certain  re- 
spects, be  inferior  to  some  other 
men  ; there  would  be  some  one 
dignity  to  which  he  could  not 
attain.  Were  the  Messiah,  for 
instance,  not  a king,  he  would 
be  inferior  to  David  and  Solo- 
mon. If  he  did  not  possess  the 
prophetical  office,  he  would  in 
this  respect  be  inferior  to  Isaiah, 
to  J ereraiah,  and  to  all  the  pro- 
phets. Were  he  not  invested 
with  the  high  priestly  office, 
he  would,  in  a most  important 
respect,  be  subordinate  to  Aaron 
and  the  whole  line  of  the  Levi- 
tical  priests.  Much  more  would 
he  be  inferior  to  Melchizedek, 
who  united  in  himself  at  least 


* Hosea,  iii.5. 
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to  Rabbi  J,  CroolL 


483 


two  of  these  offices,  the  kingly 
and  high  priestly,* * * * §  and  pro- 
bably, also,  the  prophetical. 
Indeed,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  manifestly  possessed 
likewise  the  whole  of  these  of- 
fices. They  were  kings,  they 
were  propliets,  and  exercised 
also  the  priestly  office  in  their 
own  families;  for  it  was  not 
until  the  institution  of  the 
Aaronic  priesthood  that  this 
office  seems  to  have  been  sepa- 
rated from  the  other  two.  The 
want,  in  particular,  of  the  high 
priestly  office  in  the  Messiah 
would  imply  an  inferiority  of 
a very  conspicuous  nature ; for 
it  is  expressly  and  justly  re- 
marked by  yourself,t  that  the 
high  priestly  office  is  superior 
in  dignity  to  the  prophetical. 

But  it  is  not  possible  to  con- 
ceive that  the  Messiah,  whose; 
advent  has  been  the  subject  of 
the  sacred  anticipations  of  the 
prophets  from  the  earliest  ages, 
and  the  blessings  of  whose  reign 
fill  their  minds  with  rapture, 
and  elevate  their  songs  to  the 
highest  strains  of  animated  de- 
votion ; the  Messiah,  I will  add, 
who  is  described  as  possessing 

righteousness  as  the  girdle  of 
his  loins,  and  faithfulness  as  the 
girdle  of  his  reins  ;”J  and  as 
being  “ fairer  than  the  children 
of  men,”  and  having  essential 

glory  and  majesty,”  § — it  is 
not  possible,  I say,  to  conceive 
that  the  Messiah  should  in  any 
one  respect  be  inferior  to  the 
most  dignified  and  exalted  of 
the  children  of  men.  In' this 

* Gen.  xiv.  18.  + CrooU’s  Resto- 

ration of  Israel,  p.  67. 

X Isaiah,  xi.  5.  ^ Psalm  xlv.  2,  S, 


conclusion,  derived  from  the 
examination  of  the  Hebrew 
scriptures,  I am  fortified  by 
the  sentiments  of  the  Jews  them- 
selves. David  Levi  represents 
God  as  thus  speaking  to  the 
Messiah  in  Isaiah,  chap.  xlii.  6. 

I the  Lord  have  called  thee 
in  righteousness.  1 have  a long 
time  spoken  of  thee  by  the 
mouth  of  my  prophets;  and 
therefore  at  the  appointed  time 
of  the  redemption  1 will  take 
hold  of  thee  and  will  preserve 
thee;  I will  give  thee  power 
and  dominion  over  all  men,  and 
will  support  thee  in  it.  And 
1 will  give  thee  for  a covenant 
to  my  people,  for  a light  to  the 
nations.  Y ou  shall  be  a cove- 
nant of  peace  and  safety  to  my 
people,  and  shall'also  enlighten 
the  nations.”*  A learned  Chris- 
tian writer  quotes  from  the  J ew- 
ish  book,  called  Sepher  Ikkarim, 
1.  ii.  c.  8.  the  following  words 
respecting  the  Messiah  :t  “ The 
scripture  calleth  the  name  of 
the  Messiah,  Jehovah  our 
righteousness.^  The  passage  of 
scripture  here  referred  to,  and 
also  in  the  following  quotation 
from  R.  Saadias  Gaon,  is  evi- 
dently Jerem.  xxiii.  6.  where 
the  Messiah  is  called  Jehovah 
our  Righteousness.'^  R.  Saa- 
dias thus  writes  on  Dan.  vii.  13. 

And  behold  there  came  with 
the  clouds  of  heaven,  as  it  were 
the  Son  of  man,  that  is,  the 
Messiah  our  Righteousness. 


* David  Levi  on  the  Prophecies,  vol.  i. 
p.  55,  56. 

t Pearson  on  the  Creed,  p.  149 

London,  1683. 
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And  they  brought  him  to  the 
Ancient  of  days,”  according  as 
it  is  written,  The  Lord  said 
unto  my  Lord^  Sit  thou  on  my 
right  lumdy*  From  all  these 
quotations,  it  appears,  that  the 
Jews  themselves  attribute  to  the 
Messiah  a dignity  and  exaltation 
far  above  tliose  of  any  other 
man.  It  is  therefore  necessary 
that  he  should  unite  in  himself 
the  kingly,  the  prophetical, 
and  the  high  priestly  offices; 
for  he  would  otherwise  be,  in 
some  respects,  subordinate  to 
other  men. 

The  above  conclusion  is  con- 
firmed by  the  express  declara- 
tions of  the  Hebrew  scriptures. 
First,  with  respect  to  the  royal 
dignity  of  the  Messiah,  it  is 
written  in  the  second  Psalm, 

Y et  have  I set  my  king  upon 
my  holy  hill  of  Zion.”  The 
person  here  intended  is  confes- 
sedly the  Messiah.  But,  as  it 
is  admitted  generally  by  the 
Jews,  that  the  Messiah  is  to  be 
a king,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  enlarge  upon  the  proof  of 
this  point. 

N Secondly,  That  the  Messiali 
is  to  possess  the  prophetical 
office,  is  manifest  from  the  de- 
scription of  his  work  given  in 
Isaiah,  xlii.  1 — 7. — It  is  also 
admitted  by  yourself  that  ‘^the 
next  prophet  who  will  appear 
in  this  world  will  be  the  Mes- 
siah, and  from  thence  prophecy 
will  cease  no  more.”+ — It  is 
true,  that  in  a subsequent  pas- 
sage you  state,  that  “ the  Mes- 


siah is  no  where  styled  a pro- 
phet,” and  “ that  when  the ' 
Messiah  shall  come,  he  will 
have  notliing  to  prophesy, 
because  his  coming  will  accom- 
plish all  Ihe  prophecies.”*  It 
belongs  not  to  me  to  attempt  to 
reconcile  these  apparent  contra- 
dictions; I leave  this  to  you; 
but  I have  a right,  from  the 
passage  first  quoted,  to  infer 
that  you  acknowledge  the  pro- 
phetical office  to  belong  to  the 
Messiah.  It  is  therefore  un- 
necessary for  me  to  advance' 
further  proof  of  this  point  from 
the  Old  Testament,  the  more 
especially  as  it  is  admitted  by 
David  Levi,  that  “ the  pro- 
phetic spirit  is  to  rest  on  the 
Messiah  in  so  exalted  a degree, 
that  he  will  be  fully  informed 
of  the  secret  thoughts  of  man- 
kind.”+  The  same  writer  else- 
where says,  “ that  the  wisdom 
of  the  Messiah  is  to  be  of  the 
most  exalted  kind,  and  free 
from  all  the  defects  and  ble- 
mishes incident  to  the  rest  of 
mankind.”  ij: 

Thirdly,  That  the  Messiah 
is  to  possess  the  high  priestly 
office  appears  fiom  the  decla- 
ration in  the  1 10th  Psalm, 

The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord, 
Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand  until 
I make  thine  enemies  thy  foot- 
stool.”— The  Lord  liath  sworn 
and  will  not  repent ; Thou  art 
a priest  for  ever,  after  the  order 
of  Melchizedek.”  That  this 
passage  refers  to  the  Messiah, 
is  held  by  many  of  the  J ewish 


* Quoted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Oxlee,  * Ibid,  p.  67. 

J.  R.  March,  1815,  p.  107.  + Levi’s  Dissert,  vol.  i.  p.  77* 

4 Restoration  of  Israel,  p.  20.  $ Ibid.  p.  80. 
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writers.*  It  is  also  manifest 
from  the  question  which  was 
put  from  this  Psalm  by  Jesus 
to  the  Pharisees,  that  in  his  time 
it  was  generally  applied  to  the 
Messiah  by  the  Jewish  church  : 
for  had  it  been  otherwise,  the 
Pharisees  would  have  got  clear 
of  the  difficulty  in  which  tliey 
found  themselves  placed,  by 
denying  that  tlie  Psalm  in  ques- 
tion had  a reference  to  the  Mes- 
siah . 

There  is  another  passage  of 
the  Hebrew  scriptures  which 
ascribes  to  the  Messiah  the  of- 
fice of  the  priesthood  united 
with  the  dignity  of  king,  Zech. 
vi.  12.  ‘‘  Thus  speaketh  the 

Lord  of  hosts,  saying,  Behold 
the  man  whose  name  is  the 
Branch,  and  he  shall  grow  up 
out  of  his  place,  and  he  shall 
build  the  temple  of  the  Lord; 
even  he  shall  build  the  temple 
of  the  Lord  ; and  he  shall  bear 
the  glory,  and  shall  sit  and  rule 
upon  his  throne,  and  he  shall 
be  a priest  upon  his  throne, 
and  the  counsel  of  peace  shall 
be  between  them  both.” 

The  person  here  described 
possesses  the  royal  dignity,  and 
is  to  build  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  in  the  second  restoration. 
He  must  therefore  be  the  Mes- 
siah ; for  no  other  person  will 
then  possess  the  kingdom.  But 
as  this  personage,  called  The 
Branchy  who  is  indeed  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Jews  them- 
selves to'  be  the  Messiah,  is  to 

* See  the  passage  already  quoted 
from  K.  Saadias  Gaon.  See  aUo  the 
quotations  to  the  same  effect  from  Me- 
drash  Rabboth,  Medrash  Tillim,  and 
R.  Moses  Haddarshan,  by  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Oxlee,  J.  R.  March,  1815,  p.  106,  107, 


be  a priest  upon  his  throne^  k 
is  manifest  that  the  Messiah  is 
to  unite  in  himself  the  high 
priestly  with  the  kingly  dignity 
and  office : and  as  it  has  already 
been  proved,  that  he  is  to  have 
the  prophetical  office,  we  thus 
arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that 
he  joins  in  his  own  person  every 
different  office  and  dignity,  to 
which  the  title  of  Messiah  is 
ascribed  in  the  scriptures,  and 
he  consequently  is  eminently, 
in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
without  any  defect  or  imper- 
fection, THE  MESSIAH. 

Very  importantconsequences 
follow  from  what  has  thus  been 
established. — Since  the  Messiah 
is  to  be  not  of  the  tribe  of  Levi, 
but  of  Judah,  and  the  family 
of  Jesse,  it  follows  that  his 
priesthood  must  be  altogether 
different  from  the  Levitical ; 
therefore,  under  the  dispen- 
sation of  the  Messiah  there  is 
a change  of  the  priesthood, 
F urther,  as  the  Levitical  priest- 
hood was  intimately  interwoven 
with  every  branch  of  the  cere- 
monial law  of  Moses,  it  must 
be  admitted,  that  a change  of 
the  priesthood  involves  in  it  an 
alteration  of  the  law ; therefore 
the  Levitical  law  is  changed 
under  the  dispensation  of  the 
Messiah. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to 
inquire,  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  sacrifices  to  be  offered 
the  Messiah  in  his  character  of 
high  priest  ? — And  in  order  to 
obtain  a solution  of  this  question 
let  us  turn  to  the  prophecies  of 
Isaiah,  from  chap.lii.  13.  to  the 
end  of  chap.  liii.  W e there  find 
the  description  of  a personage, 
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who  evidently  bears  (he  cha- 
racter and  office  of  a hi;^h  priest; 
for  he  is  said  to  justify  many, 
and  to  bear  their  iniquities;  he 
is  also  to  make  intercession  for 
the  transgressors.  He  is  called 
the  righteous  servant  of  Jeho- 
vah; lie  is  to  deal  prudentlj^ 
to  be  exalted  and  extolled,  and 
to  be  very  high.  And  yet, 
, by  a strange  contrast,  the  same 
person  is  described  as  being  a 
root  out  of  a dry  ground,' 
having  no  form  nor  comeliness, 
and  when  we  shall  see  him, 
there  is  no  beauty  that  we 
should  desire  him.  He  is  to 
be  despised  and  rejected  by 
those  to  whom  he  is  sent,  a man 
of  sorrows,  and  acquainted 
with  grief:  and  finally,  he  is 
led  as  a lamb  to  the  slaughter, 
and  is  to  be  numbered  with  the 
transgressors. 

I am  not  ignorant  that  the 
modern  Jews  apply  this  pro- 
phecy to  the  sufferings  of  their 
own  nation,  during  their  pre- 
sent long  and  dreadful  cap- 
tivity. But  I have  in  another 
place  examined  this  interpre- 
tation, and  shewn  its  futility; 
and  what  I have  written  on 
the  subject  remains  yet  un- 
answered.*— Moreover,  if  the 
J ews  themselves  feel  any  con- 
fidence in  the  solidity  of  the 
above  explanation  of  this  pro- 
phecy, why  have  they  excluded 
the  whole  of  the  53d  chapter 
of  Isaiah  from  the  Haphtoroth 
or  portions  of  the  Hebrew 
scriptures  appointed  to  be 
read  in  the  synagc^ues  ? This 
exclusion  shews  that  their 


* See  my  Remarks  on  Levi’s  Disscr" 
lations,  p.  75—108. 


Rabbins  are  afraid  to  look  this 
prophecy  in  the  face,  and  they 
have  refused  it  a place  in  the 
Haphtoroth,  evidently  for  the 
purpose  of  hiding  it  from  the 
eyes  of  the  Jewish  people. 
How  shall  they  be  able  to 
justify  this  act  in  the  day  of 
judgment ! 

There  is  good  ground  for 
supposing,  that  the  ancient 
Jewish  church  applied  the 
whole  of  the  prophecy  in  ques- 
tion to  the  Messiah.  Hence 
was  it  that  the  Messiah  was 
called  a leper. — A leper  is 
his  name,  as  it  is  said^  Surelt/ 
he  hath  borne  our  griefs.^^f 
Indeed,  the  Messiah  only  can 
claim  the  high  exaltation  de- 
scribed in  this  prophecy ; he 
only,  who,  according  to  the 
quotation  already  given  from 
R.  Saadias  Gaon,  is  called  our 
Righteousness^  can  sustain  the 
character  of  a high  priest  to 
make  intercession  for  the  trans- 
gressors. The  whole  of  the 
above  prophecy  of  Isaiah  does 
therefore  unquestionably  be- 
long to  the  Messiah.  And  we 
hence  learn,  that  the  peculiar 
nature  of  his  sacrifice  as  a 
high  priest,  consists  in  this, 
that  he  offers  up  himself  as  an 
expiation  for  our  sins  : He  is 
led  as  a lamb  to  the  slaughter, 
and  poureth  out  his  soul  unto 
death.  Whereas  otlrer  high 
priests  offer  up  bulls  and  goats 
as  sacrifices,  this  man,  the  Mes- 
siah, by  an  act  of  singular  and 
unparalleled  love,  is  at  once 
the  Victim  and  the  Priest. 

Thus  I have,  from  the  very 

t Dr.  Gill,  on  Isaiah  liii.  4.  Pearson 
on  the  Creed,  Article  iv. 
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first  sentence  of  your  work, 
entitled,  “ The  Restoration  of 
Israel,”  compared  with  the  He- 
brew Scriptures,  deduced  the 
following  most  important  infe- 
rences. First,  That  the  Mes-' 
siah  is  to  unite  in  his  own 
person  the  offices  of  king, 
prophet,  and  high  priest. 
Secondly,  That  he,  being 
confessedly  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  the  establishment  of 
liis  priesthood  infers  in  it  an 
abrogation  of  that  of  the  tribe 
of  Levi,  and  a change  in  the 
Levitical  law.  Thirdly,  That 
the  peculiar  nature  of  tlie  sacri- 
fice the  Messiah  is  to  offer  in 
his  high  priestly  office,  is  to 
consist  in  his  giving  up  his  own 
life  as  an  expiation  for  sin. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  between 
the  circumstances  of  the  life, 
death,  character,  and  offices  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  as  these 
are  described  in  the  New 
Testament,  and  all  that  has 
above  been  deduced  from  the 
Hebrew  scriptures  respecting 
the  Messiah,  a coincidence  so 
remarkable  and  minute  in  every 
part,  as  cannot  be  the  effect  of 
human  contrivance  or  design, 
but  must  be  from  God.  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  is  therefore  The 
Messiah.  He  is  now  seated 
at  the  right  hand  of  God,  ac- 
cording to  the  noth  Psalm,  as 
expounded  in  Medrash  Tilliffi, 
and  also  by  R.  Saadias  Gaon 
and  H.  Moses  Haddarshan. 
The  same  Jesus  shall  come 
again  with  the  clouds  of  hea- 
ven, according  to  the  prophecy 
of  Dan.  vii.  13.  as  expounded 
by  sundry  of  your  rabbies. 
The  things  which  we  Christians 


hold  are,  therefore,  none  other 
than  those  which  were  spoken 
to  your  fathers  by  the  ancienf 
prophets,  of  whose  writings  you 
are  the  depositaries. 

The  rest  of  your  work  will 
probably  furnish  me  with 
matter  for  future  addresses  to 
you ; in  the  mean  while,  I shall 
close  this,  my  first  letter,  by 
most  earnestly  requesting  your 
attention  to  the  solemn  words 
which  were  spoken  by  the 
apostle  Peter  to  your  fore- 
fathers, on  the  occasion  of  a 
lame  man  being  cured  by 
Peter  and  John,  at  the  Beau- 
tiful Gate  of  the  Temple ; and 
I earnestly  pray,  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God,  who  made 
these  words  effectual  to  the 
conversion  of  five  thousand  of 
your  fathers,  may  again  give 
them  life  and  power,  and  bless 
them  for  your  conversion,  and 
that  of  every  Jew  who  may 
read  this  paper. 

Ye  men  of  Israel,  why 
marvel  ye  at  this  ? or  why  look 
ye  so  earnestly  on  us,  as  though 
by  our  own  power  or  holiness 
we  had  made  this  man  to  walk? 
The  God  of  Abraham,  and  of 
Isaac,  and  of  Jacob,  the  God 
of  our  fathers,  hath  glorified 
his  Son  Jesus,  whom  ye  de- 
livered up,  and  denied  him  in 
the  presence  of  Pilate,  when 
he  was  determined  to  let  him 
go.  But  ye  denied  the  Holy 
One  and  the  Just,  and  desired 
a murderer  to  be  granted  unto 
you ; and  killed  the  Prince  of 
life,  whom  God  hath  raised 
from  the  dead ; whereof  we 
are  witnesses : and  his  name, 
through  faith  in  his  name,  hath 
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made  this  man  strong,  whom 
ye  see  and  know  : yea,  the 
faith  that  is  by  him  hath  given 
him  this  perfect  soundness  in 
the  presence  of  you  all.  And 
now,  brethren,  I wot  that 
through  ignorance  ye  did  it, 
as  did  also  your  rulers.  But 
these  things  which  God  before 
hath  shewed  by  the  mouth  of 
all  his  prophets,  that  Christ 
should  suffer,  he  liatli  so  ful- 
filled. Repent  ye,  therefore, 
and  be  converted,  that  your 
sins  may  be  blotted  out,  when 
the  times  of  refreshing  shall 
come  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord ; and  He  shall  send  Jesus 
Christ,  which  before  was 
preached  unto  you  : whom 

the  heaven  must  receive  until 
the  times  of  the  restitution  of 
all  things,  which  God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all 
his  holy  prophets  since  the 
world  began.  For  Moses  truly 
said  unto  the  fathers,  A prophet 
shall  the  Lord  your  God  raise 
up  unto  you  of  your  brethren, 
like  unto  me ; him  shall  ye 
hear  in  all  things  whatsoever  he 
shall  say  unto  you.  And  it 
shall  come  to  pass,  that  every 
soul  which  will  not  hear  that 
Prophet  shall  be  destroyed  from 
among  the  people.  Yea,  and 
all  the  prophets  from  Samuel, 
and  those  that  follow  after,  as 
many  as  have  spoken,  have 
likewise  foretold  of  these  days. 
Ye  are  the  children  of  the 
prophets,  and  of  the  covenant 
which  God  made  with  our 
fathers,  saying  unto  Abraham, 
And  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the 
kindreds  of  the  earth  be  blessed. 
Unto  you,,  first,  God  having 


raised  up  his  Son  Jesus,  sent 
him  to  bless  you,  in  turning 
away  every  one  of  you  from 
his  iniquities.”*  W itli  fervent 
prayers  for  your  salvation,  and 
that  of  the  J ewish  nation, 

I remain.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 
and  sincere  Well-wisher, 
William  Cuninghame. 

Lainshaw,  near  Glasgow. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositor. 

Gentlemen, 

As  many  of  the  texts,  and 
some  of  the  arguments,  made 
use  of  in  the  following  paper, 
are  the  same  as  have  been 
brought  forward  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Scott,  I think  it  right  to 
mention,  that  I did  not  borrow 
them  from  that  respectable 
writer,  but  that  they  were 
exclusively  the  result  of  my 
own  researches  into  the  Old 
Testament ; and  therefore,  the 
circumstance  of  two  authors 
having,  without  any  mutual 
correspondence,  argued  so 
nearly  alike  as  we  have  some- 
times done,  must,  in  the  eyes 
of  candid  persons,  be  consider- 
ed as  affording  a strong  pre- 
sumption of  the  solidity  of  our 
reasoning.  I am,  &c. 

William  Cuninghame. 


CUNINGHAME’S  SECOND  LETTER 
TO  RABBI  J.  CROOLL. 

Sir, 

Having,  in  my  first  letter, 
shewn  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
is  the  Messiah,  1 now  proceed 
to  consider  some  of  the  objec- 


* Acts  iii.  12—26. 
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tions  which  you  have  offered  to 
this  fundamental  article  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

You  assert,  that  the  Messiah 

is  to  he  only  a man^^  and  j^ou 
quote  Ezek.  xxxv.  24.  Jer. 
XXX.  9.  and  Hos.  hi.  5.  in  proof 
of  this  position.  In  answer  to 
this,  I observe,  that  Christians 
maintain,  quite  as  strenuously 
as  the  Jews,  that  the  Messiah 
is  to  be  truly  and  essentially 
man,  born  of  the  family  of 
David. — The  texts  which  you 
have  brought  forward,  prove 
this,  and  no  more.  But  it 
cannot  be  inferred  from  them, 
in  opposition  to  many  other 
passages  of  the  Hebrew  scrip- 
tures, that  the  Messiah  is  to  be 
only  man. 

In  the  second  Psalm,  God, 
speaking  to  the  Messiah,  says, 
“ Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day 
have  I begotten  thee.” — Now, 
thougli  it  be  true  that  the 
righteous  in  general  are  called 
the  sons  of  God,  Gen.  yi,  2, 
and  that  Israel,  in  particular,' 
is  called  by  God  his  first-born 
son,  Exod.  iv.  22 ; yet  it  is 
plain  that  the  sonship  of  the 
righteous  and  of  Israel  is  only 
by  adoption.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  manifest  from  the 
Hebrew  scriptures,  that  to  the 
Messiah  the  title  of  “ the  Son” 
is  given  in  a sense  transceii- 
dently  peculiar  to  himself, 
implying,  that  he  is  not,  as  you 
allege,  only  a man,  but  that  he 
possesses  the  divine  nature  and 
perfections.  Thus  it  is  said,  in 
Psalm  ii.  12;  Kiss  the  Son, 
lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish 
from  the  way,  when  his  wrath 
is  kindled  but  a little.  Blessed 
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are  all  they  that  put  their  trust 
in  him.”  This  description  of 
the  effects  of  the  wrath  of  the 
Son,  i.  e.  of  the  Messiah,* 
cannot  possibly  belong  to  one 
who  is  only  a man,  nor  indeed 
to  any  creature. — What  words 
could  have  been  employed  more 
significantly  to  describe  the 
anger  of  God  himself? — It 
were  not  only  absurd,  but  even 
blasphemous,  to  apply  such 
language  to  the  w'rath  of  any 
mere  man,  or  even  the  highest 

* In  the  lirst  impression  of  this  letter 
(see  Jew  ish  Repos,  for  November,  IS15, 
p.  402)  I quoted  a passage  from  Kimchi 
on  the  second  Psalm,  on  the  authority 
of  the  London  Society’s  edition  of  “ Les- 
lie’s Short  and  Easy  Method  with  the 
Jews,”  in  order  to  show  that  Kimchi 
applies  this  Psalm  to  the  Messiah,  But 
upon  a reference  to  the  text  of  Kim- 
chi, whose  work  I have  since  procured? 
I do  not  find  any  such  passage  in  it. 
On  the  contrary,  though  Kimchi  ac- 
knowledges that  the  ancient  Rabbies 
applied  the  Psalm  to  the  Messiah,  yet 
he  himself  explains  it  exclusively  in  re- 
ference to  David.  He  closes  his  com- 
mentary on  the  Psalm  as  follows; 

w-ri)  pi  nSo  ^t1n 
•]n*7nni  hy  iiDTcn  ni  -ixisdi  nanaS 
iDvy  ly  nn  men  va  «in  sinpnSatt 
“ There  are  who  interpret  IJwl’SV  1C3 
this  Psalm  of  Gog  and  Magog,  and  the 
anointed  is  (say  they)  the  king  iVlessiah  ; 
and  thus  our  Rabbies  of  happy  memory^ 
have  expounded  it.  The  Psalm  (may 
b?)'  explained  in  this  way  ; but  it  is 
more  probable  that  David  spake  con- 
cerning himself,  as  we  have  expounded 
it.” 

Bishop  Pearson  on  the  Creed,  quotes 
a passage  from  Rabbi  Solomon  Jarchi, 
wherein  Jarchi  tells  the  reason  why  the 
modern  Rabbies  have  chosen  to  expound 
this  Psalm  differently  from  their  prede- 
cessors. -iSd  Sy  ntt  irm  u»ni5n 
^33  nsiiynSi  lyniyo  ’&Si 

“ Our  doctors  have  lovy  ni^  Sy  lirisS 
expounded  it  of  the  Messiah,  but  as 
to  the  literal  sense  and  for  answering 
heretics,”  (meaning  Christians)  “ it  is 
rather  to  be  interpreted  of  David  in  his 
own  person.” 

3 R 
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of  the  angelic  creation.  It  can 
only  be  descriptive  of  the  anger 
of  Him  who  is  in  a transcendent 
sense  the  Son  of  God,  and  a 
partaker  of  the  nature  of  the 
Godhead. 

F urther  it  is  said  of  the  Son,^ 

Blessed  are  all  they  that  trust 
in  him.”  This  is  the  very  same 
blessing  pronounced  on  those 
who  trust  in  Jehovah,  Psalm 
xxxiv.  8.  “ Blessed  is  the  man 
that  trusteth  in  him.”+  Com- 
pare also  Jerem.  xvii.  7.  and 
many  other  texts.  Indeed,  few 
exhortations  abound  more  in 
the  Old  Testament  than  those 
which  relate  to  trust  in  the 
Lord.  For  trust,  and  affiance, 
is  the  same  as  faith,  and  is  of 
the  nature  of  adoration,  and 
cannot  in  an  absolute  sense  be 
placed  in  any  creature,  without 
our  incurring  thereby  the  guilt 
of  idolatry.  Accordingly, 
there  is  not  only  no  passage  in 
scripture  which  can  warrant  our 
putting  trust  in  the  creature, 
but  in  Jerem.  xvii.  5.  it  is 
written,  Cursed  be  the  man 
that  trusteth  in  man,”  and  in 
Psalm  cxlvi.  3.  ‘‘  Put  not 

your  trust  in  princes,  nor  in  the 
son  of  man,  in  whom  there  is 
no  help.”  Indeed,  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  Hebrew  scriptures, 
and  the  history  of  the  most 
eminent  servants  of  God  therein 
recorded,  concur  to  shew,  that 
man  is  not  worthy  of  our  trust. 
He  has  neither  the  power  to 
help  us  in  time  of  need,  nor 
possesses  that  stability  of  cha- 
racter which  would  render  it 


»Din  Sa  * 

'3  non»  naiin  + 


wise  or  prudent  to  trust  in  him^ 
even  were  there  no  passages  in 
the  scriptures  prohibiting  such 
affiance. 

' From  all  that  has  been  said 
on  this  point,  it  follows,  that  as 
the  same  blessing  is  pronounced 
on  tliose  who  trust  in  the  Son, 
the  Messiah,  as  upon  those  who 
trust  in  Jehovah  himself,  and 
as  there  is  a curse  denounced 
against  those  who  trust  in  man, 
and  as  the  holy  scriptures  can- 
not contradict  themselves,  we 
must  arrive  at  the  conclusion, 
that  the  Messiah  who  is  set  forth 
as  the  legitimate  object  of  unli- 
mited trust,  is  not,  as  you  assert, 
only  a man,  but  possesses,  with 
his  humanity,  a nature  which  is 
infinitely  exalted  above  that  of 
man. 

This  conclusion  receives  the 
most  powerful  support  from  the 
famous  prophecy  of  Isaiah, 
ix.  6.  Unto  us  a child  is 
born,  unto  us  a son  is  given, 
and  the  government  shall  be 
upon  his  shoulders,  and  his 
name  shall  be  called  W onderful, 
Counsellor,  the  mighty  God, 
the  Father  of  Eternity,  the 
Prince  of  Peace.  Of  the  in- 
crease of  his  government  and 
peace  there  shall  be  no  end  ; 
upon  the  throne  of  David,  and 
upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it 
and  to  establish  it  with  judg- 
ment and  with  justice,  from 
henceforth,  even  for  ever.  The 
zeal  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  will 
perform  this.” 

The  above  glorious  personage 
must  be  the  Messiah,  for  no  one 
except  the  Messiah  is  to  occupy 
the  throne  of  David  in  the 
manner  here  mentioned. — Now, 
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sir^  this  description  of  the 
Messiah  can  only  be  explained 
by  a reference  to  ihe  New 
Testament,  wherein  we  are 
taught  that  He  unites  the  nature 
of  the  Godhead  with  that  of 
man,  in  one  person.  We  also 
learn  from  the  language  of  this 
passage,  wliy  the  wrath  of  the 
Messiah,  when  kindled  but  a 
little,  is  to  be  so  dreadful  to  his 
enemies,  as  is  said  in  the 
second  Psalm.  The  reason  is 
that  the  Messiah,  the  Son,  is 
the  mighty  God,  one  in  nature 
with  Jehovah  the  Father.  ' 

This  prophecy  of  Isaiah  is 
not  inserted  in  the  Haphtoroth, 
or  sections  of  the  prophets, 
appointed  to  be  read  in  the 
synagogues.  The  great  body 
of  the  Jewish  nation  are  there- 
fore ignorant  of  its  existence. 

In  confirmation  of  the  above 
transcendently  important  truth, 
may  be  quoted  Jerem.  xxiii.  6. 
“ And  this  is  his  name  whereby 
he  shall  be  called,  Jehovah  our 
Righteousness.”  That  this 
relates  to  the  Messiah,  is  ac- 
knowledged by  your  own 
Rabbies,  some  of  whom  have 
hence  confessed  that  the  name 
of  the  Messiah  is  Jehovah. — 
The  same  learned  Christian, 
from  whom  I quoted  a passage 
of  the  Sepher  Ikkarim,  in  my 
first  letter,  cites  also  the  fol- 
lowing words  from  Midrash 
Tillim,  on  Psalm  xxi.*  “ God 
calleth  the  Messiah  by  his  own 
name,  and  his  name  is  Jehovah; 
as  it  is  said,  Exod.  xv.  3.  The 
Lord  is  a man  of  war,  Jehovah 
is  his  name.  And  it  is  written 


* Bishop  Pearson  on  the  Creed. 


of  the  Messiah,  Jer.  xxiii.  6. 
And  this  is  the  name  which  they 
shall  call  him,  Jehovah  our 
Righteousness.” 

In  Isaiah  xlv.  24.  are  the 
following  words  : “Surely  shall 
one  say.  In  Jehovah  have  1 
righteousness  and  strength : 
even  to  him  shall  men  come, 
and  all  that  are  incensed  against 
him  shall  be  ashamed.”  In 
liv.  17.  God,  speaking  to  his 
ancient  church  in  her  restored 
state,  says  to  her,  “No  weapon 
that  is  formed  against  thee  shall 
prosper ; and  every  tongue 
that  shall  rise  against  thee  in 
■judgment  thou  slialt  condemn. 
This  is  the  heritage  of  the 
servants  of  Jehovah,  and  their 
righteousness  is  of  me,  saith 
Jehovah'^ 

Jehovah,  in  whom  men  have 
righteousness,  and  of  whom  is 
their  righteousness,  in  these 
passages,  is  evidently  the  same 
person  who  is  called  Jehovah 
our  Righteous?iess  in  the  text 
cited  from  Jeremiah  ; that  is, 
as  I have  already  shown,  and 
as  is  affirmed  by  your  own 
Rabbies,  the  Messiah. 

It  is  thus  written  by  the 
same  prophet  Isaiah,  xlviii.  12.  ' 
“ Hearken  unto  me,  O Jacob, 
and  Israel  my  called.  I am  he. 

I am  the  first.  I also  am  the 
last.  Mine  hand  also  hath 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth, 
and  my  right  h and  hath  spanned 
the  heavens  ; when  I call  unto 
them  they  stand  up  together. 
All  ye,  assemble  yourselves  and 
hear,  which  among  them  hath 
declared  these  things  ? The 
Lord  hath  loved  him : he  will 
do  his  pleasure  on  Babylon, 
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and  Ills  arm  shall  be  on  the 
Chaldeans.  I,  even  I,  have 
spoken,  yea,  I liave  called  him: 
1 have  brought  him,  and  he 
shall  make  his  waj^  prosperous. 
Come  ye  near  unto  me,  hear  ye 
this ; 1 have  not  spoken  in 
secret  from  the  beginning,  from 
the  time  that  it  was,  there  am  I : 
and  now  the  Lord  Jehovah  and 
his  Spirit  hath  sent  me.”* 

In  this  remarkable  passage 
the  same  divine  person,  who  in 
the  first  sentence  declares 
himself  to  be  the  first  and  the 
last,  continues  to  speak.  He 
claims  to  himself  the  work  of 
creation.  He  then  alludes  to 
the  calling  of  Cyrus,  and  the 
redemption  from  Babylon,  and 
he  concludes  by  declaring,  that 
he  is  sent  by  the  Lord  Jehovah 
and  his  Spirit.  Now,  sir,  there 
is  evidently  in  this  place  mention 
made  of  three  divine  persons. 
First,  the  Speaker,  who  de- 
scribes himself  to  be  the  first 
and  the  last,  and  the  Creator  of 
the  heavens  and  the  earth. 
Secondly,  the  Lord  Jehovah, 
by  whom  he  is  sent  ; and, 
thirdly,  the  Spirit  of  Jehovah, 
who  concurs  in  sending  him. 

I am  informed  by  learned 
Christians,  acquainted  with 
your  rabbinical  writings,  of 
which  I profess  my  own  entire 
ignorance,  that,  in  the  book 
called  Zohar,  in  Levit.  fol.  29, 
col.  4,  is  the  following  passage: 
‘‘  The  mystery  of  Elohim  is 
tliis : there  are  three  degrees, 
and  every  one  of  these  degrees 
subsisteth  by  itself,  and  yet  all 
ot  them  are  one,  and  knit 

* This  passage  is  also  omitted  in  the 
Hnphtoroth. 


together  in  one,  nor  can  one  be 
separated  from  the  other.”* 

The  next  scriptural  evidence 
which  I shall  bring  forward  to 
prove  the  divine  nature  of  the 
Messiah,  is  in  the  50th  of  Isaiah : 
— Wherefore  when  I came 
was  there  no  man  ? When  I 
called  was  there  none  to  answer? 
Is  my  hand  shortened  at  all, 
that  it  cannot  redeem,  or  have 
I no  power  to  deliver  ? Behold, 
at  my  rebuke  I dry  up  the  sea, 
I make  the  rivers  a wilderness ; 
their  fish  stinketh  because  there 
is  no  water,  and  dieth  for  thirst. 
I clothe  the  heavens  with 
blackness,  and  I make  sackcloth 
their  covering.  The  Lord 

God  hath  given  ihe  the  tongue 
of  the  learned,  that  I should 
know  how  to  speak  a word  in 
season  to  him  that  is  weary  : he 
wakeneth  morning  by  morning, 
he  wakeneth  mine  ear  to  hear 
as  the  learned.  The  Lord 

God  hath  opened  mine  ear,  and 
I was  not  rebellious,  neitlier 
turned  away  back.  I gave  my 
back  to  the  siniters,  and  my 
cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off 
the  hair.  I hid  not  my  face 
from  shame  and  spitting. ”+ — In 

* See  the  passage  quoted  in  the  ori. 
ginal  Chaldee,  in  the  London  Society’s 
edition  of  Leslie’s  Short  and  Easy  Me- 
thod  with  the  Jews,  p,  68.  Vide  also 
Kidder  on  the  Messiah,  P.  iii.  p.  83. 
where  other  places  are  cited  from  the 
same  Jewish  author,  on  the  doctrine  of 
a threefold  distinction  in  the  divine  unity, 

+ This  passage  is  included  in  the 
Haphtoroth,  and  it  is  the  first  important 
prophecy  quoted  by  Christians  in  their 
controversy  with  the  Jews,  from  the 
books  called  by  the  Jews 
which  is  read  in  the  synagogue.  Almost 
every  other  passage  of  the  prophets 
which  we  found  upon,  is  omitted  in  the 
Haphtoroth,  or  selections  made  for  being 
read  in  public  worship. 
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this  passagewe  evidently  discern 
the  same  divine  person  who,  in 
the  place  last  quoted,  declares 
himself  to  be  sent  by  the  Lord 
Jehovah  and  his  Spirit.  He 
here  complains,  that  when  he 
came  there  was  no  man  to 
receive  him/  or  in  other  words, 
that  he  was  despised  and 
rejected  of  men,  according  to 
what  is  written  by  the  same 
prophet  in  chap.  liii.  He  then 
describes  his  own  divine  power 
and  attributes ; and  in  the  next 
place  he  aifirms  that  Jehovah 
hath  given  him  the  tongue  of 
the  learned,  that  he-  should 
know  how  to  speak  a word  in 
season  to  him  that  is  weary ; 
and  lastly,  he  declares  his  own 
deep  humiliation  and  sufferings. 
The  whole  description  exactly 
answers  to  the  Lord  Messiah  in 
his  state  of  humility,  when  he 
came  into  the  world  to  expiate 
the  sins  of  men,  by  offering  up 
himself  unto  death,  as  is 
described  in  the  53d  chapter 
first  quoted. 

I am  not  ignorant  that  some 
Jewish  interpreters  affirm,  that 
it  is  the  prophet  Isaiah  who 
speaks  in  the  last  part  of  the 
above  quotation  from  his  48th 
chapter,  and  that  it  is  of 
himself  he  affirms,  “The  Lord 
hath  given  me  the  tongue  of  the 
learned,  &c.”  but  this  inter- 
pretation is  directly  contrary  to 
the  natural  signification  of  the 
words,  as  there  is  no  intimation 
or  indication  of  a change  in  the 
speaker  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  passage. 

I would  here  remark,  sir, 
how  entirely  this  language  of 
the  Lord  himself,  respecting 


the  reception  he  met  with  at  his 
advent,  corresponds  with  the 
conduct  of  the  Jewish  nation 
to  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  The 
Lord  says,  “ W herefore  came 
I,  and  there  was  no  man,  £ 
called,  and  there  was  none  to 
answer  — Compare  with  this 
the  pathetic  lamentation  of 
J esus  over  the  city  of  J er usalem : 
“ And  when  he  was  come  near 
he  beheld  the  city,  and  wept 
over  it;  saying,  If  thou  hadst 
known,  even  thou,  at  least  in 
this  thy  day,  the  things  which 
belong  to  thy  peace  ; but  now 
they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes.” 
Luke  xix.  42.  And  on  another 
occasion  he  exclaimed  ; “ O 
Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  that 
killest  the  prophets,  and  stonest 
them  that  are  sent  unto  thee, 
how  often  would  I have  gather- 
ed thy  children  together,  even 
as  a hen  gathereth  her  chickens 
under  her  wings,  and  ye  would 
not.”  Matt,  xxiii.  37. 

I now  pass  on  to  a very 
remarkable  testimony,  contain- 
ed in  the  book  of  the  prophet 
Zechariah,  in  support  of  the 
great  and  momentous  truth 
which  I am  illustrating,  chap, 
ii.  8.  “ Thus  saith  the  Lord 

of  hosts.  After  the  glory  hath 
he  sent  me  unto  the  nations 
which  spoiled  you : for  he  that 
toucheth  you  toucheth  the  apple 
of  his  eye.  For  behold  I will 
shake  mine  hand  upon  them,  and 
they  shall  be  a spoil  to  their 
servants : and  ye  shall  know 
that  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sent 
me. — And  many  nations  shall 
be  joined  to  the  Lord  in  that 
day,  and  shall  be  ray  people, 
and  I will  dwell  in  the  midst  of 
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thee,  and  thou  shall  know  that 
the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sent  me 
unto  thee.^'* 

Now,  sir,  who  is  this  Jehovah 
of  hosts  sent  by  Jehovah  of 
hosts  ? Is  it  not  manifest  that 
he  must  be  the  same  divine 
person  who  in  Isaiah  xlviii. 
declares  himself  to  be  the  first 
and  the  last,  the  Creator  of 
heaven  and  earth,  and  yet  to  be 
sent  by  the  Lord  Jehovah  and 
his  Spirit?  Is  it  not  apparent, 
that  between  Jehovah  of  hosts, 
who  sends,  and  Jehovah  of 
hosts,  who  is  sent,  there  must 
be  a personal  distinction,  like 
that  which  Christians  believe  to 
exist  between  the  persons  of 
the  Trinity?  a distinction  no 
way  inconsistent  with  the  unity 
of  the  divine  essence,  since  we 
hold,  that  a plurality  of  persons 
exists  in  the  unity  of  the  God- 
head, so  that  Jehovah  Elohim 
is  one  in  nature,  substance,  and 
deity,  but  three  in  person, — 
according  to  what  is  contained 
in  the  book  Zohar,  quoted 
above. 

I ask,  in  the  next  place,  who 
is  the  Lord,  the  Messenger,  or 
Angel  of  the  Covenant,  who, 
according  to  the  prophecy  of 
Malachi,  iii.  1,  is  suddenly  to 
come  to  his  temple  ?+ — He  is, 


* This  prophecy  is  likewise  omitted  in 
tlie  Haphtoroth, 

+ This  prophecy  of  Malachi  is  in  like 
mann«>r omitted  in  the  Haphtoroth;  and 
there  is  a circumstance  which  renders 
this  omission  the  more  striking,  and 
shows  with  what  deliberate  purpose  a 
passage  tending  to  prove  that  the  Messiah 
must  have  come  during  the  standing  of 
the  second  temple,  is  concealed  from 
the  eyes  of  the  Jewish  people.  The 
circumstance  to  which  1 allude,  is,  that 
though  the  first  three  verses  of  the  chapter 


without  question,  the  same 
divine  person  already  so  often 
mentioned,  i.  e.  Jehovah  of 
hosts,  sent  by  J ehovah  of 
hosts,  and  therefore  is  called 
the  Angel,  or  Messenger,  in 
reference  to  his  being  sent  to 
the  house  of  Israel. — In  this 
place,  indeed,  he  is  not  called 
by  the  name  of  Jehovah  : the 
word  is,  Lord,  with  the 
definite  article  H,  being  the 
same  word  as  is  joined  with  the 
name  mn*'  Jehovah,  in  Exod. 
xxxiv.  23.  and  also  in  Isaiah 
X.  23.  As  it  is  said  that  he 
shall  come  to  his  own  temple, 
and  moreover,  works  are  as- 
cribed to  him  in  the  context 
which  cannot  be  performed  by 
one  who  is  not  God,  the 
inference  in  support  of  his 
deity  from  this  passage  is 
undeniable. 

This  is  the  same  angel  of  the 
Lord  who  spake  unto  H agar  at 
the  well  Lahai-rqi,  Gen.  xvi.7. 
and  promised  that  he  would 
multiply  the  seed  of  Hagar. 
This  angel  is  in  the  context 
called  Jehovah,  v.  13.  “And 
she  called  the  name  of  Jehovah 
that  spoke  to  her.  Thou  God 
seest  me.” — This  Angel  is 
therefore  manifestly  the  same 
divine  person,  Jehovah  sent  by 
Jehovah,  who  is  described  in 
the  places  already  quoted. 

This  again  is  the  Angel  of 
God,  who  appeared  in  a dream 
to  Jacob,  and  said  unto  him, 
“ I am  the  God  of  Bethel,  &c.” 
Gen.  xxxi.  11 — 13.  This  is 


predicting  the  sudden  advent  of  the 
Messiah,  are  not  in  the  Haphtoroth,  the 
^ction  of  the  Haphtoroth  read  on  ra®* 
begins  at  verse  the  fourth. 
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the  angel  whom  J acob  acknow- 
ledged as  his  Redeemer  from  ail 
evil,  and  to  whom  he  prayed 
that  be  would  bless  the  sons  of 
Joseph,  Gen.  xlviii.  15,  who, 
therefore,  could  not  be  a created 
angel,  but  must  be  Jehovah 
sent  by  Jehovah.  This  is  the 
same  divine  person  who  ap- 
peared to  Moses  in  the  bush, 
Exod.  iii.  2.  and  who  is  called 
Jehovah  and  Elohimin  the  4th 
verse  of  the  same  chapter.  I 
shall  here  introduce  a passage, 
quoted  from  one  of  your  own 
Rabbies,  in  proof  of  this  point. 
Rabbi  Moses  Ben  Nachman  on 
Exod.  iii.  fol.  75.  col.  1.* 

That  Angel  is  the  Angel 
Redeemer,  of  whom  it  is  said, 
My  name  is  in  him.  It  is  he 
who  said  to  Jacob,  / a7n  the 
God  of  Bethel.  Again  it  is 
said  of  him.  And  the  Angel  of 
his  presence^  (namely,  that 
Angel  who  is  his  own  presence, 
or  face)  he  shall  save  them. 
Of  him  it  is  said.  Suddenly 
shall  he  come  to  his  temple^  the 
Lord  whom  ye  seek^  and  the 
Angel  of  the  Coxenant.,  whom 
ye  desire  J'"’ 

This  remarkable  testimony 
from  one  of  your  own  writers 
so  entirely  coincides  with  what 
I myself  have  inferred  from  the 
examination  of  the  preceding 
texts  of  scripture,  that  I deem 
it  necessary  to  produce  only 
one  more  passage,  in  illustration 

Stein  nttScn  tt^n  mn  naSon  * 
S«n  apy'S  noav  am 
nnwa  oy'w^n  viS  n»Sc^  no 

o nc«2V  len^  V2fi  avnv  ■^teSo 

D'wpao  or»  nvK  p"i«n  wn  Sk 

London  ; D’XSn  0n»  -VK^tt  man 
Society’s  edition  of  Leslie’s  Short  and 
Easy  Method  with  the  Jews,  p.  G7, 


of  the  character  of  that  divine 
Angel  of  Jehovah  so  often 
mentioned. — I observe,  there- 
fore, that  the  Captain  of  the 
Lord’s  host,  who  appeared  to 
Joshua  near  Jericho;  whom 
Joshua  worshipped  with  his 
face  to  the  earth,  and  who 
commanded  Joshua  to  loose  his 
shoe  from  off  his  foot,  because 
the  place  whereon  he  stood  was 
holy ; is  manifestly  the  same 
Angel  of  Jehovah  spoken  of 
above.  And  as  he  accepted 
the  worship  offered  to  him  by 
Joshua,  he  could  not  be  a 
created  angel,  but  must  be  the 
same  person  called  the  Son,  the 
Lord  our  Righteousness,  and 
Jehovah  sent  by  Jehovah,  and 
therefore  he  was  the  Lord 
Messiah  himself. 

I now  proceed  to  observe, 
that  the  deity  of  the  Messiah  is 
to  be  inferred,  not  only  from 
those  texts  of  scripture  which 
expressly  assert  it,  but  also 
from  the  w’orks  he  performs. 
It  is  said  of  him;  With 
righteousness  shall  he  judge 
the  poor,  and  reprove  with 
equity  for  the  meek  of  the  earth ; 
and  he  shall  smite  the  earth 
with  the  rod  of  his  mouth,  and 
with  the  breath  of  his  lips  shall 
he  slay  the  wicked ; and 
righteousness  shall  be  the  girdle 
of  his  loins,  and  faithfulness 
the  girdle  of  his  reins.”  Isaiah 
xi.  4,  5. 

Now  these  are  works  which 
cannot  belong  to  one  who  is 
only  a man.  To  judge  the 
earth  and  save  the  meek,  are 
the  peculiar  works  of  God. 
Psalm  xcviii.  8,  9.  “ Let  the 

floods  clap  their  hands,  let  the 
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hills  be  joyful  together  before 
the  Lord  : for  he  cometh  to 
judge  the  earth:  with  righte- 
ousness shall  he  judge  the 
world  and  the  people  with 
equity y Psalm  1.  6.  ‘‘  And 

tlie  heavens  shall  declare  his 
righteousness;  for  God  is  judge 
hitnself''  Psalm  Ixxvi.  6. 

At  tliy  rebuke,  O God  of 
Jacob,  both  the  chariot  and 
horse  are  cast  into  a dead  sleep. 
Thou,  even  thou,  art  to  be 
feared ; and  who  may  stand  in 
thy  sight  when  once  thou  art 
angry  Thou  didst  cause 
judgment  to  be  heard  from 
heaven  ; the  earth  feared,  and 
was  still,  when  God  arose  to 
, judgment,  to  save  all  the  meek 
of  the  earth,'' 

It  thus  appears,  Sir,  by 
carefully  comparing  many 
different  passages  of  the  Hebrew 
scriptures, — That  the  wrath  of 
the  Messiah  is  described  in 
languagethat  cannot  be  applied 
to  the  anger  of  any  creature  : — 
That  trust  in  the  Messiah  is 
commanded  in  exactly  the  same 
words,  and  with  the  same  bless- 
ing annexed  to  it,  "as  trust  in 
Jehovah: — That  the  Messiah 
is  expressly  called,  Jehovah  our 
Righteousness: — Thattheterms 
Wonderful,  Counsellor,  the 
mighty  God,  the  Father  of 
Eternity,  are  also  ascribed  to 
him  : — That  he  affirms  himself 
to  be  sent  by  Jehovah  of  Hosts 
and  his  Spirit,  and  yet  assumes 
to  himself  the  title  of  the  First 
and  the  Last,  and  the  works  of 
creation  : — That  he  complains, 

* Compare  this  with  the  Second 
Psalm  Kiss  the  Son  lest  he  be  angry , 

and  ye  perish  by  the  vray,  &c.” 


that  at  his  advent  there  was  no 
man  to  receive  him,  and  when 
he  called,  there  was  none  to 
answer  him,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  He  was  rejected  by  the 
nation  to  whom  He  was  sent : 
— That  in  another  place,  he 
describes  himself  under  the 
name  of  Jehovah  of  hosts,  sent 
by  Jehovah  of  hosts  : — That 
the  same  Divine  Person,  on 
various  occasions,  appeared  to 
the  holy  men  of  old,  and  was 
the  object  of  their  affiance  and 
adoration,  under  the  name  of 
the  Angel  of  Jehovah,  and  also 
Jehovah: — That  the  same 
person  is  described  as  the  Lord, 
the  Angel  of  the  Covenant,  and 
his  sudden  advent  to  his  own 
temple  is  promised  in  the 
prophecy  of  Malaclii : — and 
finally.  That  works  are  ascribed 
to  the  Messiah  which  belong 
peculiarly  to  God. 

I am  therefore  under  the 
necessity  of  remarking,  as  a 
direct  inference  from  all  that 
has  thus  been  established  by  an 
examination  of  the  Hebrew 
Scriptures,  that  your  assertion 
that  the  Messiah  is  to  he  only 
a manf  is  utterly  inconsistent 
with,  and  opposed  to,  the  faith 
of  the  ancient  Jewish  church 
and  the  genuine  principles  of 
Judaism.  In  maintaining  the 
position  in  question,  you  deny 
and  reject  that  Divine  Angel 
of  Jehovah;  who,  as  the  God  of 
Bethel,  was  worshipped  by  the 
patriarch  Jacob,  and  acknow- 
ledged by  him  as  his  Redeemer 
from  all  evil ; who  spake  to  the 
fathers,  and  whose  sudden 
advent  is  proriiised  by  the 
prophet  Malachi. 
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The  next  inference  whicli  I 
draw  from  the  foregoing  rea- 
soning, is,  that — as  the  testimony 
which  the  New  Testament 
bears  concerning  Jesus  of  Na- 
zareth, exactly  corresponds 
with  what  has  been  thus  deduc- 
ed from  the  Hebrew  Scriptures 
respecting  the  Messiah,  the 
Angel  of  Jehovah,  or  Jehovah 
sent  by  Jehovah, — Jesus  is 
certainly  the  Messiah  promised 
to  the  fatliers  from  the  earliest 
ages.  “ This  then  is  the  stone 
which  was  set  at  nought  of  you 
builders,  which  is  become  the 
liead  of  the  corner.’^  Psalm 
cxviii.  22.  Neither  is  there 
salvation  in  any  other : for 
there  is  none  other  name  under 
heaven,  given  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved.” 
Acts  iv.  11,  12. 

The  rejection  and  crucifixion 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  there- 
fore that  trespass  which”  you 
have  trespassed  against  Jeho- 
vah, Levit.  xxvi.  40.  until  you 
confess  which,  all  your  hopes 
of  restoralion  to  the  land  of 
your  fiithers,  and  enjoying 
peace  and  prosperity  there, 
are  vain.  That  you  shall,  at 
length,  confess  this  dreadful 
sin,  is  predicted  in  the  clearest 
terms,  by  the  prophet  Zecha- 
riah,  who,  in  describing  yoiir 
future  repentance  as  a nation, 
uses  the  following  words : I 

will  pour  upon  the  'house  of 
David,  and  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Jerusalem,  the  spirit 
of  grace  and  supplications; 
and  they  shall  look  upon  me 
whom  they  have  pierced,  and 
they  shall  mourn  for  him,  as 
one  mourneth  for  his  only  son, 

VOL.  i. 


and  ,shall  be  in  bitterness  for 
him,  as  one  is  in  bitterness  for 
his  first  born.  In  that  day 
shall  there  be  a great  mourning 
in  Jerusalem,  as  the  mourning 
of  Hadadrimmon  in  the  valley 
of  Megiddon,”  Zech.  xii. 
10,  II. 

That  the  Messiah  is  here 
intended,  is  acknowledged  by 
some  of  your  own  Rabbies. 
The  learned  Christian,*  whom 
I have  already  quoted,  intro- 
duces a passage  from  the  Bere- 
shith  Rabba,  on  Zech.  iv.  7. 
“In  answer  to  that  question. 
Who  art  thou^  O great  moun^ 
tain  ? he  answereth.  The  great 
mountain  is  the  Messias,  the 
Son  of  David.  And  he  proves 
it  from,  Grace^  Grace  unto  it, 
because  he  giveth  grace  and 
supplications, ”t  as  it  is  written, 
Zech.  xii.  10. 

The  above  remarkable  pas- 
sage of  Zeehariah  is,  in  like 
manner  with  so  many  other 
prophecies  respecting  the  Mes- 
siah, omitted  in  the  Haphtorotb, 
or  selections  of  the  Prophets, 
read  in  the  synagogues.  And 
as  few  of  the  Jews  possess  com- 
plete copies  of  the  scriptures, 
it  arises  from  this  circumstance, 
that  all  the  passages  thus 
omitted  remain  concealed  from  * 
the  great  body  of  the  nation. 
O that  their  teachers  and 
spiritual  guides  who  acquiesce 
in  this  concealment,  would 
seriously  ponder  the  curse 
which  is  denounced  in  the  Law, 
against  him  who  inaketh  the 
blind  to  wander  out  of  the  w^ay  ! 


* Pearson  on  the  Creed,  p. 
•f  TDi w 
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Deul.  xxvii.  18.  The  royal  where  they  have  two  large  sy- 
Psalmivst  calls  the  word  of  the  nagogues,  and  many  excellent 
Lord  ‘‘  a lamp  unto  his  feet,  houses  and  gardens ; and  are 
and  a light  unto  his  path.”  allowed  the  free  exercise  of 
Ps.  cxix.  105.  As  he  who  on  their  religion,  and  carry  on 
a public  street  or  highway,  the  principal  trade  of  the  set- 
were  to  extinffuish  a lar^e  tlement.  Jews  from  Poland, 


proportion  of  the  lamps  lighted 
therein,  for  guiding  the  feet  of 
passengers,  would  be  answer- 
able  to  God  and  to  man,  for 
all  the  accidents  which  might 
happen  from  the  removal  of 
the  lights;  in  like  manner,  they 
who  have  hidden  from  the  eyes 
of  the  people  of  Israel,  so 
large  a portion  of  the  word  of 
tlie  Lord,  are  evidently  charge- 
able with  the  guilt  of  causing  the 
blind  to  wander  from  the  way. 

With  earnest  prayers,  that 
all  Israel  may  soon  return  and 
worship  the  God  of  Bethel, 
who  redeemed  their  fatlier 
Jacob  from  all  evil, 

I remain,  Sir, 

Y our  most  obedient  Servant, 
and  sincere  W ell-wisher, 
William  CuninghaxMe. 

Lainshawy  near  Glasgow. 

EXTRACT  FROM 
ORIENTAL  MEMOIRS;  , 

SELECTED  AND  ABRIDGED  FROM  A SE- 
RIES OF  FAMILIAR  LETTERS,  WRITTEN 
DURING  SEVENTEEN  YEARS  RESIDENCE 
IN  INDIA;  INCLUDING  OBSERVATIONS 
ON  PARTS  OF  AFRICA  AND  SOUTH  AME- 
RICA. BY  JAMES  FORBES,  F.  R.  S.  &C. 

During  my  residence  at 
Anjengo,  I was  deputed  to 
transact  some  money  concerns 
between  the  English  Company 
and  the  Jews  at  Cochin  ; they 
do  not  reside  in  the  city,  but  at 
Jews’  town,  or  Mottancheree, 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  about  a mile  distant; 


Spain,  and  other  parts  of 
Europe,  were  intermingled 
with  those  established  in  Ma- 
labar, many  ages  before  the 
discovery  of  India  by  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

Samuel  Abraham,  a native 
of  Poland,  a man  of  learning, 
years,  and  respectability,  was 
the  most  eminent  merchant  at 
Mottancheree  in  1772.  He 
managed  my  business  for  the 
Company,  and  gave  me  every 
information  in  his  power  res- 
pecting the  Jewish  tribes  set- 
tled in  the  king  of  Cochin’s 
dominions.  They  are  a people 
distinct  and  separate  from  the 
surrounding  Malabars,  in  dress, 
manners,  and  religion,  as  well 
as  in  their  complexion  and 
general  appearance.  The  He- 
brew colony  is  said  to  have 
emigrated  from  • J udea  soon 
after  the  destruction  of  the 
second  temple  by  Titus  Vespa- 
sian ; when  a number  of  these 
devoted  people,  escaping  from 
the  dreadful  massacres  and  sale 
of  captives  at  Jerusalem,  con- 
sisting of  men,  women,  and 
children,  priests  and  Levites, 
with  such  effects  as  they  could 
transport,  emigrated  from  Pa- 
lestine to  India : a country 
probably  not  unknown  to  the 
Jews  in  more  prosperous  days, 
at  least  to  those  tribes  situated 
near  Tyre  and  Sidon.  The 
Medes,  and  Persians,  had 
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a communication  with  distant 
parts  of  India  for  articles  of 
luxury ; and  that  they  car- 
ried on  a considerable  trade 
to  its  remote  provinces  before 
Alexander’s  conquest,  is  evi- 
dent from  Strabo,  Pliny,  and 
other  writers ; exclusive  of 
the  maritime  commerce  already 
mentioned,  from  the  Periplus 
and  Grecian  historians.  It  is 
therefore  not  imp  obable  that 
some  Jewish  families,  on  their 
dispersion  at  the  first  captivity, 
or  at  some  subsequent  period, 
may  have  wandered  to  the  Ma- 
labar coast;  which  my  vene- 
rable informer  assured  me  was 
believed  by  his  people  to  have 
been  the  case  with  part  of  the 
tribe  of  Manasseh. 

The  fate  of  the  expatriated 
Jews  who  wandered  to  India 
after  the  destruction  of  the  se- 
cond temple,  until  their  arrival 
in  Malabar,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  fifth  century  of  the 
Christian  aera,  is,  I believe,  no 
where  authenticated.  At  that 
period  the  colony  reached  their 
place  of  destination  : the  sove- 
reign ofthe  country,  a brahman, 
treated  them  with  kindness,  and 
allowed  them  to  settle  at  Cran- 
ganore  with  considerable  pri- 
vileges. There  they  were 
established  many  centuries,  in- 
creasing in  wealth  and  conse- 
quence, until,  from  dissension 
among  themselves,  they  called 
in  the  aid  of  surrounding 
princes,  and,  after  much  cruelty 
and  bloodshed,  were  driven 
from  Cranganore,  with  the 
loss  of  their  possessions  and 
property. 

These  unhappy  fugitives 


W'ere  thus  separated  and  dis- 
persed among  the  Malabar  dis- 
tricts, until  a remnant  again 
collected,  and  were  permitted 
by  the  king  of  Cochin  to  settle 
at  Mottanclieree,  on  the  banks 
of  Cocliin  river,  where  their 
descendants  have  continued 
ever  since.  Samuel  Abraham 
assured  me,  that  they  had  in 
their  possession  a royal  grant 
of  Cranganore,  and  the  dis- 
trict allotted  to  their  ancestors, 
on  their  first  establishment  in 
Malabar,  engraved  on  metal, 
and  signed  by  the  brahmin  so- 
vereign of  the  country.  This 
is  since  confirmed  by  Dr.  Clau- 
dius Buchanan,  who  procured 
a fac  simile,  engraven  on  cop- 
per, from  the  original  brass 
tablet  which  he  saw  in  the 
possession  of  the  Cochin  Jews 
in  1807 ; he  has  also  published 
a translation  from  that  made  by 
the  Jews  into  the  Hebrew  lan- 
guage : the  original  grant,  as 
dated  in  the  Malabar  annals, 
corresponds  with  the  year  490 
of  the  Christian  aera. 

The  history  of  the  Jews  is 
the  most  wonderful  of  any  in 
the  annals  of  time : they  are 
indeed  a standing  miracle ! and 
however  modern  philosophy 
may  raise  doubts  of  revelation 
in  some  particulars,  a people 
scattered  over  the  face  of  the 
earth,  yet  preserved  distinct  and 
separate  from  every  nation 
araongwhom  they  dwell,  affords 
incontrovertible  evidence  of  its 
truth.  We  trace  them  from 
the  call  of  Abraham  in  Chal- 
dea, and  rest  with  delight  at 
the  tents  and  wells  of  the  patri- 
archal shepherds : from  thos» 
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pastoral  scenes  we  accompany 
them  to  Egypt,  sympathize  in 
their  captivity  and  oppressions 
under  an  ungrateful  monarch, 
and  rejoice  in  their  deliverance 
from  ouel  bondage  : we  share 
in  their  adventures  in  the  wil- 
derness, and  participate  in  their 
wars  and  conquests  in  Canaan. 
Established  there,  and  dissatis- 
fied with  the  tlieocracy,  we 
view  them  under  the  regal  go- 
vernment, in  a progressive 
increase  of  wealth  and  popula- 
tion, until,  at  the  conclusion  of 
David’s  reign,  the  men  of  Israel 
who  drewthe  sword,  were  a thou- 
sand thousand,  and  an  hundred 
thousand,  and  Judah  was  four 
hundred  threescore  and  ten 
thousand  men ; all  descended  ina 
direct  line  from  Abraham,  the 
pastoral  patriarch.  In  the  reign 
of  Solomon  the  temporal  pro- 
phecies were  completed  ; the 
wealth,  power,  and  great- 
ness of  that  extraordinary  mo- 
narch, surpassed  all  the  kings 
of  the  earth:  they  sought  his 
presence  to  hear  his  wisdom, 
and  brought  every  one  a present, 
vessels  of  silver,  and  vessels  of 
gold ; raiment,  armour,  and 
spices ; horses  and  mules  ; until 
he  made  silver  in  Jerusalem  as 
stones,  and  cedar  trees  as  the 
sycamore  trees  in  the  plain  : all 
the  drinking  vessels  of  king 
Solomon  were  of  gold,  and  all 
the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the 
forest  of  Lebanon  of  pure  gold, 
none  were  of  silver  ; it  was  not 
any  thing  accounted  of  in  the 
days  of  Solomon.  For  the 
king’s  ships  which  went  to  Tar- 
shish  with  the  servants  of  Hi- 
ram, king  of  Tyre,  returned 


every  three  years  with  gold  and 
silver,  ivory,  apes  and  pea- 
cocks. The  queen  of  Sheba 
came  from  a far  country  to  hear 
his  wisdom,  and  to  behold  his 
glory,  accompanied  by  a very 
great  caravan  of  camels,  that 
bare  spices,  and  gold,  and 
precious  stones ; and  when  she 
beheld  his  greatness,  and  the 
splendour  of  his  court,  there 
was  no  more  spirit  in  her : on 
her  return  to  her  own  land,  she 
gave  the  king  an  hundred  and 
twenty  talents  of  gold  ; and  of 
spices,  and  precious  stones, 
great  abundance:  but  far  be- 
yond all  was  the  approbation  of 
his  Maker,  and  his  manifesta- 
tion of  his  divine  presence  in 
the  temple ; where,  after  he  had 
finished  his  prayer  at  the  dedi- 
cation, the  fire  visibly  descend- 
ed from  heaven,  and  consumed 
'the  sacrifices : and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  filled  the  house  ; so 
that  the  priests  could  not  enter 
because  of  the  glory  ! 

We  cannot  easily  imagine 
a more  splendid  monarch,  nor 
a happier  people  : heaven  and 
earth  united  to  exalt  them  in 
the  face  of  the  nations;  but, 
alas ! how  soon  did  the  gold 
become  dim,  and  the  fine  gold 
changed ! Solomon  forgot  the 
guide  of  his  youth!  and  in  his 
old  age,  bowed  down  to  Ash- 
taroth,  the  goddess  of  Zidon, 
and  to  the  abomination  of  Am- 
mon; and  built  altars,  and 
sacrificed  unto  the  gods  of  his 
strange  wives.  His  example 
was  followed  by  many  of  his 
successors,  until  their  idolatry 
became  so  abominable  in  the 
sight  of  Jehovah,  who  had 
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peculiarly  styled  himself  the 
God  of  Israel,  tliat,  after  a suc- 
cession of  heavy  judgments, 
blended  with  signal  mercies, 
he  finally  withdrew  his  pro- 
tection from  the  ungrateful 
tribes  of  Israel  and  Judah; 
and  ‘‘  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of 
Babylon  came  up  against  Je- 
rusalem, and  besieged  it,  with 
a large  army  : and  famine  pre- 
vailed in  the  city,  and  there 
was  no  bread  for  the  people; 
the  city  was  broken  up,  and  all 
the  men  of  war  fled  by  night, 
by  the  way  of  the  gate  which 
is  by  the  king’s  garden  ; and 
Zedekiah  king  of  Judah  went 
by  the  way  towards  the  plains: 
and  the  army  of  the  Chaldees 
overtook  him  in  the  plains  of 
Jericho,  and  brought  him  to 
Nebucliiidnezzar,  w^ho  gave 
judgment  upon  him  : and  they 
slew  the  sons  of  Zedekiah  king 
of  Judah  before  his  eyes,  and 
then  put  out  the  eyes  of  Ze- 
dekiah, and  bound  him  with 
fetters  of  brass,  and  carried  him 
to  Babylon.  And  they  slew 
the  young  men  with  the  sword, 
and  had  no  compassion  upon 
the  young  man  or  maiden  ; nor 
upon  the  old  man,  nor  him  that 
stooped  for  age : and  all  the 
vessels  of  the  liouse  of  God, 
great  and  small,  and  the  trea- 
sures of  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  tlie  treasures  of  the  king 
and  of  his  princes;  all  these 
w ere  carried  to  Babylon ! And 
they  burnt  the  house  of  God  ; 
and  brake  down  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem,  and  burnt  all  the 
palaces  thereof  with  fire,  and 
destroyed  all  the  goodly  vessels 
thereof:  and  them  that  had 


escaped  from  the  sw^ord  caused 
he  to  be  carried  away  to  Ba- 
bylon, where  they  became  ser- 
vants and  slaves  for  seventy 
years.”  There  we  behold  them 
in  a deplorable  state  of  capti- 
vity, hanging  their  harps  upon 
the  willows  of  Euphrates,  un- 
able to  sing  the  songs  of  Zion 
to  their  taunting  oppressors, 
and  suffering  a cruel  bondage 
until  released  by  the  decree  of 
Cyrus : then  with  their  millioos 
reduced  to  forty-two  thousand, 
they  were  numbered  by  hun- 
dreds, and  by  twenties,  in  their 
small  encampment  near  the 
river  Ahava ; there  Ezra,  their 
pious  leader,  proclaimed  a fast, 
and  prostrated  himself  before 
the  God  of  Israel,  who  had 
delivered  their  fathers,  their 
kings,  and  their  priests,  to  the 
sword,  to  captivity,  and  to 
spoil:  but  had  now  extended 
his  mercy  to  them  in  the  sight 
of  the  kings  of  Persia,  and  had 
left  a remnant  to  escape,  and  to 
set  up  the  house  of  God,  and 
to  repair  the  desolations  of  Je- 
rusalem ! Their  history  is  still 
interesting,  from  the  building 
of  the  second  temple  until  the 
final  destruction  of  Jerusalem 
by  Titus;  predieted  by  the 
Son  of  God,  for  their  reject- 
ing him  as  the  Messiah.  From 
that  dreadful  period,  to  the 
present  day,  what  a spectacle 
do  they  exhibit ! how  fully  ac- 
complished are  all  the  prophe- 
cies respecting  them ! they 
daily  present  a miracle  which 
no  sophistry  can  controvert,  no 
scepticism  elude.  Scattered 
over  the  face  of  the  earth,  how 
awfully  do  their  expatriated 
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tribes  fulfil  the  denunciation  of 
their  lawgiver ! “ If  thou  for- 
gettest  tUe  Lord  thy  God,  and 
servest  other  gods,  the  Lord 
shall  scatter  thee  among  all 
people,  from  one  end  of  the 
cartel  even  unto  the  other ; and 
thou  shalt  become  an  astonish- 
ment, a proverb,  and  a bye 
word  among  the  nations,  whi- 
ther the  Lord  shall  lead  thee  ; if 
thou  wilt  not  observe  to  do  all 
the  words  of  the  law  ; that  thou 
mayest  fear  this  glorious  and 
fearful  name,  The  Lord  thy 
Goor 

REMARKS  ON  DANIEL  XI.  &c. 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositor 

Gentlemen, 

As  your  correspondent  B. 
in  the  Expositor  for  August, 
appears  unfavourable  to  my 
views  of  that  difficult  but 
interesting  passage  in  Dan.  xi. 
&c.  and  would  support  the 
request  of  N.  for  a more 
particular  examination  of  the 
subject ; I have  been  led  can- 
didly to  re-consider  my  former 
communication  on  this  text, 
and  would  therefore  beg  leave 
to  lay  the  result  before  your 
readers. 

1.  The  character  introduced 
chap.  viii.  9 — 14.  23 — 26,  and 
continued  in  chap.  xi.  21 — 45, 
is  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and 
the  passages  now  under  review 
can  only  receive  their  'primary 
accomplishment  in  him. 

The  little  horn,”  that  was 
to  become  the  persecutor  and 
oppressor  of  the  Jewish  church, 
is  universally  allowed,  by  both 
ancient  and  modern  commen- 


tators, to  be  Antiochus  Epi- 
phanes. Says  Josephus,  “Truly 
it  happened,  that  our  nation 
suffered  these  very  things  under 
Antiochus  Epiphanes,  which 
Daniel  had  seen,  and  many 
years  before  had  committed  to 
writing,  as  events  that  would 
fallout:”*  So  St.  Jerome,  “He 
(Antiochus)  fought  against 
Ptolemy  Philometer  and  the 
Egyptians,  that  is,  against  the 
Souths  and  again  against  the 
East;  and  those  who  attempted 
a change  of  government  in 
Persia;  and  lastly  he  fought 
against  the  J ews,  took  J udea^ 
entered  Jerusalem,  and  in  the 
temple  of  God  set  up  the 
image  of  Jupiter  01ympius.”+ 
Antiochus  Epiphanes  was 
the  son  of  Antiochus  the  Great, 
king  of  Syria ; he  is  here 
called  a “ little  horn”  from  his 
usurpation  of  the  crown,  being 
a younger  brother;  his  vile, 
despicable  character,  and  his 
contemptuous  beginning,  being 
many  years  a prisoner  al  Rome. 
This  horn,  we  are  told,  from 
small  beginnings,  should  “ wax 
exceeding  great  toward  the 
South,  and  toward  the  East, 
and  toward  the  pleasant  land.” 
“ Toward  the  South,”  he  made 
war  upon  Ptolemy  Philometer 
king  of  Egypt,  and  seized 
upon  his  territories.  “ Toward 
the  East,”  he  invaded  Persia, 
and  vanquished  Artaxias,  the 
tributary  king  of  Armenia.  And 
“ toward  the  pleasant  land,” 


* Joseph.  Antiq.  B.  x.  c.  11.  sect.  7. 
+ Jerome  on  Dan.  c.  viii.  col.  1105. 
Benedict,  edition.  See  also  to  the  same 
effect  Porphery,  Grotius,  &c.  upon  this 

text. 
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that  is,  Judea;  he  made  war 
upon  the  J ews,  took  J erusalem, 
and  harassed  and  oppressed 
the  whole  nation.  “ And  he 
waxed  great  even  to  (or  against) 
the  host  of  heaven,  and  he  cast 
down  some  of  the  host,  and  of 
the  stars  to  the  ground,  and 
stamped  upon  them.”  He 

fought  against  the  “ liost  of 
heaven,”  that  is,  the  church  of 
God,  “ the  mighty  or  the  holy 
people,”  ver.  24.  and  against 
the  priest  and  Levites,  who  are 
called  “ stars”  from  their  emi- 
nence and  lustre,  and  the 

host  of  heaven”  from  their  ser- 
vice and  waiting  in  the  temple. 
Num.  viii.  24,  25.  ‘‘  Yea,  he 
magnified  himself  even  to  (or 
against)  the  Prince  of  the  host, 
and  by  him  the  daily  sacrifice 
was  taken  away,  and  the  place 
of  the  sanctuary  was  cast  down,” 
Antiochus  not  only  magnified 
himself  against  the  High  Priest 
Onias,*  whom  he  displaced 
from  his  office,  but  even  against 
the  God  of  Israel ;+  he  “ took 
away  the  daily  sacrifice,” 
which  God  had  appointed  to 
be  offered  for  his  own  glory  ; 
and  polluted  the  sanctuary 
and  lastly  he  cast  down,” 
spoiled,  and  profaned,  ^^the 
place  of  his  sanctuary,”  dedi- 
cating the  temple  to  Jupiter 
Olympius,  and  setting  up  his 
image  upon  the  altar.§  And  an 
host,”  (or  “ an  appoint- 

ed time,”  as  it  is  rendered  in 
chap.  X.  1 . of  this  prophecy,) 
was  given  him  against  the  daily 
sacrifice  by  reason  of  transgres- 

*  2 Macc.  iv.  + 2 Macc.  ix.  8— 10* 

% 1 Macc. i. 45.  ^ I Macc.  i.  54.  See 
alio  .Jerome’*  coinaient,  col.  1120, 


sion,  and  he  cast  down  tiie 
truth  to  the  ground,  and  he 
practised  and  prospered.” 
He  cast  down  the  truth  to  the 
ground,” — he  trampled  upon 
the  book  of  the  law,  the  word 
of  truth,  rent”  it  and  burnt 
it  with  fire,*  that  its  name 
might  be  destroyed,  and  its 
contents  lost  and  forgotten ; 
but  still  the  same  hand  of  Pro- 
vidence, that  unsheathed  the 
sword,  and  permitted  him  to 
correct  Israel,  for  tlieir  trans- 
gressions ; had  fixed  and  de- 
termined the  time  beyond  which 
he  should  not  prevail.  As  the 
power  by  which  he  wrought 
was  the  permission  of  God,  so 
the  event  of  his  life  and  actions 
was  also  at  his  disposal.  He 
also  prospered”  in  all  his 
projects  and  practices  for  their 
destruction;  for  when  he  took 
Jerusalem,  40,000  were  slain  in 
the  conflict,  besides  40,000  he 
made  prisoners  and  soid.t 

Ver.  23.  “ And  in  the  latter 
time  of  their  kingdom,  when  the 
transgressions  are  come  to  the 
full,  a king  of  a fierce  counte- 
nance and  understanding  dark 
sentences,”  (or  versed  in 
dark  practices)  ‘^shall  stand  up,” 
ver.  24.  and  his  power  shall 
be  mighty,  but  not  by  his  own 
power ; and  he  shall  destroy 
wonderfully,  and  shall  prosper 
and  practise,  and  shall  destroy 
the  mighty  and  the  holy  peo- 
ple” (or  the  people  of  the  holy 
ones. 

Here  we  may  observe,  1st. 
the  character  of  this  monarch. 
He  shall  be  a king  of  a fierce 


* I Macc.  i.  o6. 
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obdurate  aspect,  neither  fearing 
God  nor  regarding  man  ; such 
we  know  was  Antioch  us.  He 
shall  understand  and  be  versed 
in  all  the  dark  practices  of  dis- 
simulation and  deceit  ; he  shall 
practise  all  the  wiles  of  Satan, 
and  by  these  shall  overcome 
men.  All  which  we  find  amply 
fulfilled  in  his  character.  2.  His 
success  ; his  power  shall  be 
mighty,  victory  shall  attend  his 
arms  in  every  direction  ; but  he 
shall  vanquish  not  by  his  own 
power,  but  partly  by  the  assis- 
tance of  Eumencs and  Attains,* 
who  contributed  to  establish  him 
upon  the  throne,  partly  by  the 
treachery  of  the  Jews  them- 
selves, who  came  over  to  his 
interest ; but  especially  by  the 
divine  permission.  'Fhe  mighty 
people,  the  people  of  Israel, 
could  not  resist  him  with  all 
their  power;  the  princes  of 
Egypt  could  not  stand  before 
him  with  all  their  forces.  His 
destruction  was  terrible,  he 
destroyed  with  a mighty  hand. 

And  through  his  policy  also 
he  shall  cause  craft  to  prosper 
in  his  hand,  and  he  shall  mag- 
nify himself  in  his  heart,  and 
by  peace  shall  destroy  many ; 
he  shall  also  stand  up  against 
the  Prince  of  princes,  but  he 
shall  be  broken  without  hand.” 
ver.  Hb,  The  means  by  which 
he  shall  gain  all  his  honour  and 
glory  in  war  shall  not  be  by 
true  valour  or  courage,  but  by 
policy  and  subtlety,  by  cunning, 
craft  and  deceit ; for  he  shall 
cause  craft  to  prosper.”  “ By 
peace  he  shall  destroy  many;” 


* See  Appian’s  Syrian  Wars,  p.  187. 


under  the  pretence  of  treaties  and 
alliances  he  shall  encroach  upon 
the  dominions  of  others,  and 
cajole  them  into  subjection.* 

‘‘  He  shall  stand  up  against  the 
prince  of  princes.”  He  shall 
not  only  set  up,  and  displease  n 
the  high  priests  at  his  pleasure, + 
as  we  have  already  noticed ; 
but  he  shall  stand  up  against 
God  himself;  he  shall  profane 
his  temple  and  his  altar,  shall 
prohibit  his  worship,  and  per- 
secute his  people.  But  “ he 
shall  be  broken  without  hand,” 
he  shall  not  die  by  the  hand  of 
man,  but  he  shall  fall  into  the  - 
hands  of  the  living  God.  An- 
tiochus,  having  heard  that  the 
Jews  had  cast  the  image  of  J u- 
piter  Olympius  out  of  the  . 
temple,  was  so  inflamed,  that 
he  vowed  to  make  Jerusalem 
a common  burying  place ;” 
but  no  sooner  had  he  uttered 
these  words  than  he  was  smitten 
with  an  incurable  plague  in 
his  bowels,”  and  tormented 
with  many  and  strange  torments, 
of  which  he  died  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Pacata  near  Babylon.^: 
In  the  xith  chapter  of  this 
prophecy  we  have  a full  and 
more  particular  account  of  what 
was  briefly  mentioned  in  the 
viiith,  wherein  the  character, 
the  actions,  and  successes  of 
this  remarkable  personage  are 
given  at  greater  length ; also 
the  wars  and  devastations  he 
should  (!;ommit  upon  the  J ewish 
nation  and  religion ; his  con- 


* See  J erome  and  Porphery  upon  this 
place;  and  fora  specimen,  1 Macc.  i.30, 
+ 2 Macc.  iv.  7.  &c.  ' 

I Usher’s  Annal.  ann.  3840.  I Macc 
VI,  4j  &c.  and  2 Macc.  ix.  2 — 28. 
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tempt  of  the  divine  ordinances; 
and  finally  of  his  fall  and  ruin 
when  in  tlie  midst  of  his  career. 
But  to* * * * §  examine  these  more 
particularly, 

It  is  said ; A vile  person 
shall  stand  up,  to  whom  they 
shall  not  give  the  honour  of  the 
kingdom  ; but  he  shall  come  in 
peaceably,  and  obtain  the 
kingdom  by  flatteries.”  ver.  21. 

Antiochus,  returning  from 
Rome,  had  advanced  as  far  as 
Athens,  when  his  brother  Se- 
leucus  was  poisoned  by  Helio- 
dorus.*  But  “ the  honour  of 
the  kingdom  was  not  given  to 
l)im,”  for  both  Heliodorus  and 
Ptolemy  Philometer  king  of 
Egypt  attempted  to  usurp 
the  crown  for  themselves  ; but 
being  defeated  in  their  ambi- 
tious aims,  they  only  added 
' influence  to  the  cause  of  Antio- 
chus. Neither  was  Antiochus 
the  right  heir  to  the  crown,  but 
Demetrius  his  nephew,  who 
had  been  sent  by  his  father 
Seleucus  to  be  a hostage  at 
Rome,  in  the  place  of  Antio- 
chus.t  Nevertheless  he  ‘‘ob- 
tained the  kingdom  by  flatte- 


ries.” By  flattering  Eumenes 
and  Attains,  two  neighbouring 
princes,  they  w'illingly  engaged 
to  assist  him,  especially,  as 
being  jealous  of  the  Romans  in 
their  proceedings,  and  wishing 
to  secure  an  alliance  with  the 
king  of  Syria.*  By  flattering 
also  the  Syrianst  and  the 
Romans,  paying  the  latter  all 
the  arrears  of  tribute  due 
against  his  father,  and  present- 
ing them  with  golden  vessels  of 
great  value, ;j:  he  soon  obtained 
their  concurrence;  and  thus  he 
“ came  in  peaceably.” 

I'he  character  of  this  prince 
was  the  very  reverse  of  his 
surname.  “Yile,”  as  applied  by 
the  prophet,  seems  most  appro- 
priate to  his  real  character  : for 
he  is  described  as  stealing  out 
of  his  court  into  the  city  incog; 
mixing  with  the  most  debauch- 
ed company,  and  drinking  and 
revelling  tothe  greatest  excess. § 

Polybius,  a contemporary 
writer,  instead  of  Epiphanes,  or 
the  illustrious,  entitles  him  Epi- 
manes,  or  the  madman. || 

W.K.S. 

Carlisle,  y4ug.  16,  1816, 
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FIRST  REPORT  OFTHE  BRISTOL 
AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

Your  Committee  feel  it  in- 
cumbent on  them,  before  they 
enter  upon  the  Report  of  their 
Proceedings  since  their  ap- 
pointment to  their  office,  to 
render  an  account  of  the  delay 


* Appian,  ibid.  p.  187.  et  Jerome,  col* 
1127. 

+ See  Appian,  ibid. 

VOL.  I. 


which  has  occurred  in  their 
appearing  before  you.  It  was 
intended,  agreeably  to  your 
seventh  Regulation,  to  hold  the 


* Appian,  ibid, 

+ “ With  a shew  of  clemency  he  got 
possession  of  the  kingdom  of  Syria.” 
Jerome,  ibid. 

X Liv.  B.  xlii.  c.  6. 

§ Ihid.B.  xli.  c,  24,  25. 

II  Polybius,  quoted  by  Athendos,  Lib. 
X.  p.  439. 
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Anniversary  early  in  June; 
but  as  llic  Annual  Meetinjj:  of 
the  Bristol  Auxiliary  Bible  So- 
ciety took  place  towards  the 
latter  end  of  May,  and  that  of 
the  Church  Missionary  Society 
not  long  before,  it  was  judged 
better  to  avoid  the  too  close 
succession  of  Public  Meetings 
at  that  season  of  the  year;  and 
similar  considerations,  added  to 
others  also  of  a local  nature, 
have  induced  your  Committee 
to  defer  meeting  you  till  this 
time.  And  they  are  of  opinion 
that  for  reasons  similar  to  those 
just  mentioned,  it  will  be  ex- 
pedient in  future  to  hold  the 
Anniversary  Meeting  of  the 
Society  at  this  season,  rather 
than  earlier  in  the  Summer. 

Your  Committee  feel  per- 
suaded that  it  will  be  gratifying 
to  you,  no  less  than  it  is  to 
themselves,  to  advert  briefly 
to  the  circumstances  which 
marked  the  formation  of  this 
Society.  It  cannot  be  unknown 
to  many  of  you,  that  the  im- 
portant change  introduced,  in 
the  spring  of  last  year,  into 
the  constitution  of  the  Parent 
Society,  was  owing  in  no  in- 
considerable measure  to  the 
opinions  expressed  by  several 
members  of  the  Establishment 
in  this  city,  when  called  upon 
to  come  forward  in  aid  of  the 
Society  as  then  constituted. 
The  change  alluded  to  having 
been  adopted,  its  friends  in 
Bristol  lost  no  time  in  advan- 
cing to  its  support  with  an  ala- 
crity and  zeal  which  deriyed 
only  increased  energy  from  the 
obstacles  which  had  for  a time 
repressed  its  exertion.  They 


called  upon  you  to  give  efficacy 
to  their  wishes — with  your  cha- 
racteristic promptitude  and  li- 
berality you  answered  their  call. 
Your  Public  Meeting  was  ani- 
mated by  the  spirit  of  love  to 
God  and  man.  The  prevailing 
sentiment  was,  ^ Let  Cxod  be 
glorified  in  the  salvation  of 
Israel.’  The  hearts  of  as  many 
as  bare  good  will  to  Zion,  were 
cheered  by  the  tokens  then  dis- 
played of  the  Divine  presence 
with  the  cause  and  those  en- 
gaged in  it.  Those  friends  who 
came  from  a distance  to  be  the 
witnesses  and  abettors  of  your 
proceedings,  went  away  with 
their  hands  strengthened  for 
their  work  by  what  they  heard 
and  wdiat  they  saw  ; and  the 
Parent  Institution  in  London, 
just  recovering  from  a length- 
ened conflict  with  multiplied 
dangers  and  difficulties,  was 
re-animated  and  revived  by  the 
intelligence  of  what  Bristol  was 
doing  in  her  behalf. 

Your  Committee  trust  that 
in  thus  reverting  to  the  period 
from  which  they  date  the  com- 
mencement of  their  labours, 
they  are  influenced  by  no  un- 
becoming sentiments  of  vain- 
glorious exultation.  They  can- 
not however  but  feel,  that  a 
recollection  of  the  principles 
which  gave  birth  to  the  Society 
and  impressed  so  decided  a 
character  upon  its  origin,  affords 
at  once  the  amplest  encourage- 
ment^ and  best  directory^  to 
their  exertions.  Whilst  they 
gladly  cherish  the  hope  that 
a Society  formed  under  such 
auspices  will  continue  to  flourish 
under  the  blessing  of  Him  to 
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\vhbm  it  owes  its  existence, 
they  desire  to  bear  in  mind  that 
its  servants  are  called  upon  to 
dischar^etiieir  office  in  the  same 
spirit  ot  simplicity  and  godly 
sincerity,  of  zeal  and  love,  of 
Immility  and  dependence  on 
superior  aid,  whicli  pervaded, 
and,  (if  they  may  be  allowed  so 
to  speak,)  which  consecrated^ 
its  earliest  operations.  That  in 
this  spirit  they  oiio^ht  to  have 
acted  during  the  past  year,  they 
scruple  not  unfeignedly  to  de- 
clare; and  though  they  dare 
not  affirm,  that  they  Tiave 
throughout  acted  in  this  spirit, 
they  trust  they  have  not  been 
■wholly  uninlluenced  by  it  in 
the  course  of  proceeding  which 
it  is  now  their  duty  to  lay  before 
yom 

The  first  measure  in  which 
your  Committee  were  engaged 
was  one  not  less  gratifying  than 
important, — the  formation  of  a 
Ladies’  Society  in  connexion 
with  the  x4uxiliary,  to  tho esta- 
blishment of  which  they  have 
just  been  adverting.  They  know 
not  how  to  designate  this  So- 
ciety by  an  appellation  either 
more  honourable  or  more  de- 
scriptive of  the  design  with 
which  it  was  instituted,  than 
that  given  it  in  the  Report  of 
i*ts  own  Committee,  which 
speaks  of  it  as  the  ‘ handmaid 
of  the  Bristol  Auxiliary  So- 
ciety.’ In  adopting  however 
this  title  as  expressive  of  the 
relation  in  which  it  stands  to 
your  Auxiliary,  your  Com- 
mittee deprecate  the  idea  of 
attaching  to  it  an  inferior  or 
subordinate  importance.  On 
the  contrary  they  entertain  and 


desire  thus  unequivocally  to 
express,  the  deepest  sense  of 
the  value  of  its  services.  They 
do  not  scruple  to  declare  their 
conviction,  that  on  the  exertions 
and  assistance  of  the  Ladies’ 
Society  mainly  depends  the 
permanent  efficiency  of  the 
larger  one  which  they  them- 
selves have  the  honour  of  re- 
presenting. Under  this  con- 
viction they  earnestly  solicit 
the  continuance,  and  (if  it  be 
not  too  much  to  ask)  the  in- 
crease of  their  friendly  efforts. 
And  though  they  trust  and  arc 
persuaded  that  in  what  they 
have  already  done  they  have 
had  a far  more  exalted  and 
Christian  aim  than  mere  human 
praises  or  admiration,  your 
Committee  hope  that  they  may 
be  allowed  to  offer,  and  that 
the  Ladies  associated  in  this 
good  work  will  accept,  this 
public  expression  ofgratitude  for 
their  past  services,  as  at  once 
a claim  upon  their  constancy 
and  an  incentive  to  their  zeal. 

The  primary  object  proposed 
in  the  formation  of  the  Ladies’ 
Society,  besides  the  more  ge- 
neral diffusion  of  information 
and  interest  in  behalf  of  the 
Jewish  cause,  was  the  collect- 
ing of  smaller  contributions  in 
weekly,  monthly,  or  quarterly 
payments.  Of  the  vast  im- 
portance and  efficiency  of  this 
mode  of  raising  contributions 
in  support  of  religious  charities, 
recent  experience  has  furnished 
most  abundant  proof:  were 

further  testimony  wanting,  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  state  that, 
from  the  exertions  of  her  va- 
luable co-adjutress,  your  Soci- 
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ety’s  funds  liavc,  during  the 
past  year,  received  an  accessio?i 
of  upwards  of  £300.  And 
so  deeply  im])ressed  are  your 
Committee  with  the  convictiorj 
that  nothing  can  conduce  more 
to  the  abiding  usefulness  of  any 
Association  than  the  keepi?ig  its 
object  simple  and  zcell  defined^ 
that  they  cannot  forbear  ear- 
nestly recommending  to  their 
female  fellow-labourers  to  con- 
fine themselves  to  the  levying 
of  smaller  weekly,  or  monthly, 
pmymenis,  and  to  transfer  any 
larger  donations  or  subscript  ions 
which  may  be  offered  them,  to 
the  Lists  of  this  which  may 
relatively  be  termed  the  Parent 
Society. 

Your  Committee,  anxious  to 
promote  as  widely  as  possible 
the  formation  of  small  Associ- 
ations which  shall  have  the 
object  just  mentioned  steadily 
ill  view,  cannot  forbear  strength- 
ening their  recommendation  by 
borrowing  the  language  used 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Ladies’ 
Society.  ‘ It  must  be  well 
known,’  says  their  Heport,  Mo 
many  whom  your  Committee 
now  address,  how  often  the  want 
of  such  means  of  facilitating 
the  reception  of  small  contri- 
butions has  checked  the  half- 
formed  wish  to  drop  a mite  into 
the  treasury  of  rcligiouscharity.* 
To  foster  every  such  rising 
desire,  small  local  Associations 
are  most  desirable.  Lovely 
indeed  would  be  the  prospect 
presented  to  the  Christian  eye 
by  this  highly-favoured  coun- 
try, if  every  part  of  it — not 
the  populous  city  only  but  the 
obscure  hamlet  also — were  wa- 


tered by  the  threefold  stream  of 
Bibk%  Missionary,  and  Jewish 
Societies.’ 

Nor  can  your  Committee 
withhold  the  expression  of  their 
cordial  assent  to  the  remark 
which  follows  the  observation 
just  quoted.  ‘ Let  it  not  be  sup- 
posed,’ the  Report  continues, 
‘ that  the  friends  of  the  So- 
ciety for  promoting  Christianity 
among  the  Jews  wish  to  give  it 
an  undue  importance.  It  is  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  two,’ 
(viz.  the  Bible  and  Missionary 
Societies,)  ‘ that  it  appears  to 
most  advantage,  “ a threefold 
cord  which  cannot  be  broken.”’ 

A"our  Committee  feel  also  an 
entire  persuasion  that  the  mem- 
bers of  their  sister  Society  con- 
cur with  them  in  feeling  the 
indispensable  importance  of  so 
conducting  their  proceedings, 
as  to  afford  observers  no  just 
ground  of  objection  or  offence. 
However  unreasonable  it  may 
be  to  take  occasion  from  the 
indiscretion  of  the  advocates  of 
any  cause  to  disjiarage  the 
cause  itself,  which  should  stand 
or  fall  upon  its  own  merits, 
still  we  must  remember  that  an 
apostle  enjoins  us,  “ not  to  let 
our  good  be  evil  spoken  of,” 
and,  to  “ cut  off  occasion  from 
those  who  seek  occasion.”  And, 
in  point  of  fact,  nothing  is 
found  to  be  more  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  any  religious 
Association  than  the  want  of 
a strict  attention  to  the  nice 
proprieties  of  time-and  circum- 
stance, of  age  and  sex.  And 
your  Committee  would  ever  be 
among  the  last  to  deny  that  the 
peculiar  pressure  of  the  present 
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times  upon  persons  of  every 
class  and  situation  in  life,  calls 
in  an  especial  manner  for  the 
exercise  of  delicacy  and  dis- 
cretion in  those  Avho  plead  the 
cause  of  religious  Institutions. 

Your  Committee  can  not  close 
their  observations  relative  to  the 
Ladies’  Society  without  pres- 
sing upon  the  attention  of  this 
assembly,  the  strong  and  well- 
grounded  appeal  made  in  their 
Report,  to  their  female  friends, 
to  come  forward  and  supply 
the  numerous  deficiencies  which 
still  remain  in  the  list  of  their 
Committee,  and  in  those  of  the 
several  smaller  Associations 
which  are  connected  with  it. 
Let  this  appeal  be  heard  in 
their  own  words.  ‘ Thus  en- 
couraged, thus  excited,  your 
Committee  with  affectionate  ear- 
nestness would  say,  “ Go  for- 
ward.” Let  not  zeal  in  any 
case  abate  because  novelty  has 
ceased.  Let  the  precept,  Be 
not  weary  in  well  doing,”  be 
our  motto.  A^our  Committee 
are  reminded  of  the  necessitj^ 
of  renewed  QMcxgy  in  the  blessed 
work,  by  the  statement  of  the 
London  Ladies’  Society  for  this 
year,  in  the  funds  of  which 
a failure  of  former  subscrip- 
tions had  taken  place.  Let  the 
amount  of  this  year’s  contribu- 
tions be  considered  as  a pledge 
for  future  years ; and  if  a strife 
who  shall  be  the  greatest  be  ever 
allowable,  let  it  be  between 
the  sum  total  of  the  receipts  of 
the  years  1815  and  1816,  and 
between  those  of  the  I^adies’ 
Society  in  this  city  and  those 
of  other  cities.’ 

The  next  object  which  en- 


gaged ihe  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  the  establishment  of 
monthly  Lectures,  on  subjects 
relative  to  the  conversion  of 
Israel.  Though  not  without 
hope  that  this  measure  might 
through  the  divine  blessing  be 
productive  of  benefit  to  some 
of  the  Jews  themselves  resident 
in  this  city,  their  primary 
inducement  to  its  adoption 
was_  the  desire  of  awakening 
amongst  Christians  a spirit  of 
devout  and  compassionate  in- 
terest in  behalf  of  their  Jewish 
brethren,  by  making  them  better 
acquainted  with  the  misery  of 
their  present  condition,  both 
temporal  and  spiritual,  and  un- 
folding to  their  view  the  glorious 
hopes  and  prospects  which  the 
promises  and  prophecies  of  both 
Testaments  connect  with  Is- 
rael’s future  restoration.  Above 
all,  they  were  desirous  of  stir- 
ring up  their  fellow  Christians 
to  assiduous,  fervent,  believing 
prayer  for  the  children  of  Abra- 
ham ; being  conscious  them- 
selves, and  wishing  to  cherish 
in  the  minds  of  others  the 
habitual  persuasion,  that  all 
human  efforts  to  promote  the 
conversion  either  of  Jews  or 
Gentiles,  must  be  unavailing  if 
not  accompanied  by  the  special 
grace  of  (iod;  and  that  prayer 
is  the  means  which  He  himself 
has  appointed  to  his  creatures 
of  obtaining  the  blessings  of  his 
grace  both  for  themselves  and 
others.  Your  Committee  trust 
they  have  reason  to  believe  that 
thesp  ends  have  not  been  wholly 
unattained  in  the  course  of  lec- 
tures which  has  already  been 
delivered,  and  to  hope  for  still 
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furtlier  benefits  from  the  pro- 
posed continuance  of  the  mea- 
sure. They  feel  it  tlieir  duty 
to  return  their  public  acknow- 
ledgment to  those  Ministers  who 
have  kindly  lent  their  churches 
for  the  purpose  of  preaching 
tlie  monthly  lectures,  as  also  to 
those  who  have  come  forward 
as  Preachers. 

The  attention  of  your  Com- 
mittee was  at  an  early  stage  of 
their  proceedings  directed  loan 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
Jews  resident  in  this  city.  A 
Sub-Committee  was  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  conducting  this 
investigation,  and  of  promoting 
by  means  of  personal  visits  an 
amicable  and  beneficial  inter- 
course between  them  and  their 
Christian  brethren.  The  mem- 
bers deputed  to  this  honourable 
and  interesting  office  (of  whose 
zeal  and  perseverance  your 
Committee  are  restrained  from 
speaking  only  because  they 
form  a part  of  their  own  body) 
have,  with  few  exceptions,  been 
received  with  great  kindness, 
by  those  to  w horn  they  add  ressed 
themselves;  and  your  Com- 
mittee derive  from  their  expe- 
rience additional  confirmation 
of  the  belief,  that  the  more  ex- 
tensively acquainted  the  Jews 
become  with  the  motives  which 
dictate,  and  the  spirit  which 
influences,  the  endeavours  of 
the  London  Society  and  those 
connected  with  it,  the  more 
fully  will  they  be  convinced 
that  they  originate  in  an  undis- 
guised and  disinterested  solici- 
tude to  confer  the  best  and  most 
durable  blessings  upon  their 
nation. 


In  imitation  of  the  example 
set  them  by  the  Parent  Insti- 
tution, your  Committee  adopted 
the  resolution  of  opening  a 
separate  fund  for  the  receipt 
of  contributions  in  aid  of  the 
translation  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment into  Hebrew.  In  so 
doing,  besides  the  deep  sense 
they  entertained  on  general 
grounds  of  the  importance  of 
the  work,  they  were  further 
actuated  by  this  consideration, 
that  many  of  their  fellow  Chris- 
tians of  different  denominations 
would  willingly  concur  in  the 
formation  of  this  particular 
branch  of  the  London  Society’s 
operations,  who  might  not  be 
equally  disposed  to  forward  its 
general  purposes.  That  such 
might  prove  to  be  the  case, 
they  had  the  best  grounds  for 
supposing ; having  before  their 
eyes  the  encouraging  example 
of  three  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  inhabitants  of  this 
city,  who  had  given  liberal 
donations  to  the  Hebrew  Tes- 
tament fund,  about  the  time 
tliat  this  Auxiliary  was  formed. 
To  one  of  these  benevolent  in- 
dividuals your  Committee  had 
anticipated  the  gratification  of 
offering,  on  this  occasion,  the 
acknowledgment  of  their  obli- 
gations for  a contribution  of 
£30  to  the  fund  just  mentioned. 
But  the  providence  of  God  has 
ordained  otherwise.  He  is  now 
beyond  the  reach  alike  of  tlieir 
eulogies  and  of  their  thanks. 
They  may  be  permitted,  how- 
ever, to  indulge  the  mournful 
satisfaction  of  paying  this  pub- 
lic tribute  of  affectionate  respect 
to  one,  whose  memory  will  for 
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ages  be  enshrined  in  the  affec- 
tions of  his  grateful  country- 
men. Full  well  they  know, 
that  if  from  those  mansions  of 
spotless  purity,  where  they  trust 
it  dwells,  his  departed  spirit 
could  now  address  tliein,  it 
would  admonish  them  to  throw 
a veil  even  over  his  best  actions, 
and  to  speak  the  praises  of 
Him  alone  who  has  redeemed 
him  to  God  by  his  blood.  Yet 
before  their  fellow~men  they 
may  express  their  admiration  of 
the  virtues,  their  gratitude  for 
the  services,  and  their  attach- 
ment to  the  name  of  Richard 
Reynolds. 

While  your  Committee  thus 
discharge  their  duty  to  the  in- 
dividuals already  alluded  to, 
and  those  who  together  with 
them  have  contributed  towards 
the  Hebrew  version  of  the  New 
Testament,  they  beg  permission 
also  earnestly  to  press  an  imi- 
tation of  their  example  upon 
others.  They  would  particu- 
larly invite  the  attention  of  their 
friends  amongst  the  several  de- 
nominations of  Dissenters  to  this 
important  object.  Whatever 
objections  they  may  feel  to  that 
part  of  the  London  Society’s 
plan  which  necessarily  involves 
an  adherence  to  the  principles 
and  forms  of  the  Established 
Church — and  your  Committee 
respectfully  intreat  them  not  to 
allow  objections  of  this  nature 
to  operate  unduly  upon  their 
minds — yet,  however  they  may 
on  this  account  be  withheld 
from  a full  and  entire  co- 
operation with  the  Society  m 
its  extensive  efforts  for  the  con- 
version of  the  J ews,  they  cannot, 


your  Committee  feel  persuaded, 
but  cordially  approve,  and  pro- 
mote with  that  zeal  which  they 
have  invariably  manifested  for 
the  diffusion  of  the  word  of 
God,  tlie  translation  of  the 
New  Testament  into  a language 
which  the  Jews  regard  with  so 
peculiar  a veneration,  and  which 
is  on  that  account,  if  on  no 
other,  calculated  to  form  the  best 
medium  of  their  instruction  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel. 
It  affords  your  Committee  the 
most  lively  pleasure  to  state, 
that  the  translation  has  already 
made  considerable  progress, 
and  that  there  is  a reasonable 
prospect  of  the  whole  being 
finished  and  published  in  the 
course  of  another  year,  if  the 
necessary  funds  can  be  raised. 
The  Four  Gospels  have  some 
months  ago  issued  from  the 
press,  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
will  be  published  in  a very  few 
weeks,  and  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans  and  First  to  the  Co- 
rinthians are  in  a state  of  con- 
siderable forwardness.  The 
Committee  of  the  Parent  So- 
ciety have  begun  to  take  active 
measures  for  circulating  the  He- 
brew New^Testament  among  the 
Jews  of  the  Continent.  Nearly 
six  hundred  copies  of  the  Four 
Gospels  have  already  been  sent 
to  various  parts  of  the  north  of 
Europe,  and  it  is  particularly 
gratifying  to  state,  that  thirty 
of  these  have  been  transmitted 
to  Poland  by  the  hands  of  a 
converted  Jew^  a native  of  that 
country ; and  fifty  to  Sweden, 
of  which  kingdom  three  native 
subjects  have  recently  been 
baptized  in  this  country,  ‘ some 


6 1*2  First  Report  of  the 


of  whom’  (to  adopt  the  words 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Parent 
Society)  ‘ may,  it  is  hoped, 
be  hereafter  qualified  to  bear 
the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to 
their  brethren,  and  to  expound 
to  them  the  oracles  of  God 
which  are  now  sent  by  this 
Society.’  (Last  Report  of  the 
London  Society,  p.  11.) 

Your  Committee  cannot  quit 
this  subject  without  again  most 
earnestly  pressing  upon  all 
classes  of  their  fellow-Chris- 
tians,  the  duty  and  importance 
of  contributing  what  in  them 
lies  to  render  effectual  the  de- 
termination expressed  by  the 
Committee  of  the  London  So- 
ciety in  their  last  Report,  ‘ to 
carry  forward  the  remainder  of 
• the  version  with  all  possible 
energy ;’  for  your  Committee 
feel  with  them,  ‘ that  if  it  were 
the  will  of  God  to  permit  this 
Institution  to  effect  nothing 
more  than  the  publication  of 
a correct  version  of  the  Chris- 
tian Scriptures,  in  the  pure 
Hebrew  of  the  Old  Testament, 
it  would  perhaps  have  accom- 
plished one  of  the  greatest  and 
most  important  works  reserved 
for  the  church  of  God  in  these 
latter  ages. 

Nor  can  your  Committee 
here  omit  to  notice  the  pecu- 
liarly gratifying  intelligence 
which  has  been  received  from 
various  quarters,  of  the  unusual 
attention  which  has  recently 
been  manifested  by  the  Jews 
to  the  truths  of  Christianity, 
and  more  especially  of  their 
concurrence  in  the  efforts  now 
making  in  this  and  other  coun- 
tries for  the  general  circulation 


of  the  holy  scriptures.  For 
the  particulars  of  these  truly 
enccuraging  symptoms,  your 
Committee,  unwilling  to  swell 
their  Report,  must  content 
themselves  with  referring  you 
to  the  last  Annual  Report  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  to  that  of  the  London 
Society,  and  to  the  different 
numbers  of  the  Jewish  Expo- 
sitor,— a work  which  they  take 
this  opportunity  of  warmly 
recommending  to  all  who  have 
at  heart  the  cause  of  Israel’s 
conversion. 

For  the  satisfaction,  however, 
of  those  wlro  may  be  inclined 
to  doubt  whether  (here  exists 
among  the  continental  Jews 
any  disposition  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  invaluable  trea- 
sure which  the  London  Society 
is  so  earnestly  engaged  in  pro- 
viding for  them,  your  Com- 
mittee feel  it  incumbent  on  them 
to  notice  a most  important  and 
interesting  piece  of  intelligence, 
very  lately  communicated  to 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  by  their  truly  meri- 
torious correspondent,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Pinkerton.  In  letters  dated 
May  last,  be  thus  writes : — 

Theodosia,  or  Kaffa, 
May  21,  O.  S.  1816. 

^ As  soon  as  the  New  Tes- 
tament is  ready  for  the  Jews, 
two  or  three  hundred  copies 
must  be  sent  to  the  Theodosia n 
Society  for  circulation  among 
them.  This  the  Committee 
here  most  earnestly  entreat,  for 
several  instances  have  already 
occurred  of  Jews  making  in- 
quiry after  the  Gospel.’ 
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Simpheropol,  or  yikmechet^ 
May  31,  O.S.  1810. 

‘ The  number  of  subscribers 
to  the  Taurian  Branch  of  the 
Russian  Bible  Society  this  day 
formed,  is  already  upwards  of 
"200;  of  whom  76  are  Maho- 
medans,  and  five  Caraile  Jews ! 

^ 1 myself,  in  passing  through 
the  town  of  Karasubargar^  had 
a most  interesting  conversation 
with  several  Jews,  who  eagerly 
sought  after  a copy  of  the  Gos- 
pels ; 1 was  sorry  I had  none; 
but  told  them  that  they  were  pre- 
paring for  them.  The  late  wars 
and  commotions  in  the  earth, 
with  the  present  wonderful  ex- 
ertions to  spread  abroad  the 
Holy  Scriptures  among  all  na- 
tions, seem  to  have  made  a deep 
impression  on  the  minds  of 
many  among  the  Jews. 

‘ From  what  I have  seen  of 
this  people  in  different  nations, 
I am  convinced  that  many 
among  ‘them  are  prepared  to 
peruse  with  avidity  the  Scrip- 
tures of  the  New  Testament  in 
their  own  language.  On  this 
account  I pray  you  to  procure 
a number  of  copies  of  the  He- 
brew New  Testament,  or  even 
of  the  Four  Gospels,  should  no 
more  be  printed  off,  and  to  send 
them  by  way  of  St.  Petersburg 
for  distribution  among  the  Jews 
in  the  Krimea  and  surrounding 
countries,  by  means  of  the 
Taurian  and  Theodosian  Bible 
Societies.’ 

Your  Committee  rejoice  to 
have  it  in  their  power  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  most  satisfac- 
tory evidence  has  been  afforded 
during  the  last  year  of  the 
increasing  sense  entertained, 
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both  at  home  and  abroad,  of  the 
importance  and  utility  of  the 
Society’s  operations ; and  if 
from  obvious  causes  its  income 
has  not  on  the  whole  equalled 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  it 
gives  them  pleasure  to  observe, 
that  the  retrenchments  which 
have  been  made  in  various  parts 
of  the  Society’s  expenditure  are 
nearly  double  the  amount  of 
the  defalcations  in  its  revenues; 
and  that  the  funds  have  been 
equal  to  the  current  expences. 
They  notice  this  circumstance 
with  the  more  satisfaction,  as 
shewing  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Parent  Society  are  anxious- 
ly endeavouring  to  redeem  the 
pledge  given  to  its  members,  of 
observing  strict  economy  in  the 
management  of  its  finances.  In 
conformity  to  this  determination 
they  announce  their  intention  of 
making  still  further  reductions 
in  some  parts  of  1 he  expenditu  re, 
as  soon  as  circumstances  shall 
permit.  Let  it  not,  however, 
on  this  account  be  supposed, 
that  there  exists  the  less  neces- 
sity for  strenuous  efforts  to  en- 
large the  Society’s  funds.  Your 
Committee  feel  assured  that 
you  will  agree  with  them,  in 
the  justice  of  the  declaration, 
made  by  that  of  the  London 
Society,  that  ‘ when  they  con- 
template the  vast  extent  of  the 
field  which  lies  before  them — 
when  they  recollect  that  in  Po- 
land alone  are  half  a million  of 
unconverted  J ews, — that  all  the 
principal  cities  of  Holland, 
Germany,  and  of  tlic  other 
countries  of  the  north  of  Europe, 
to  sny  nothing  of  France,  Spain, 
Italy,  and  Turkey,  have  large 
3 u 
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colonies  of  Jews  whose  spiri- 
tual necessities  appeal,  in  the 
loudest  and  most  urgent  man- 
ner, to  the  benevolence  of 
British  Christians ; though  they 
feel  anxious  to  be  as  sparing  as 
possible  in  the  expences  at 
home,  they  are  yet  very  far 
from  contemplating  any  perma- 
nent reduction  in  the  total 
expenditure  of  the  Society, 
since  its  efforts  ought  to  be 
directed  at  once  to  the  east,  the 
west,  the  north,  the  south, 
wherever  there  is  a Jew  in  a 
state  of  unbelief  and  spiritual 
darkness.’  .( Eighth  Report^ 
p.  30J 

Your  Committee  doubt  not 
that  the  more  the  London  So- 
ciety is  enabled  to  effect,  the 
larger  will  be  the  sphere  which 
will  open  itself  to  its  exertions, 
and  consequently  the  louder  the 
call  for  the  exercise  of  Christian 
zeal  and  benevolence.  And 
under  this  conviction  they  feel 
it  their  imperative  duty  to  state 
to  you,  that  though  they  have 
abundant  cause  of  gratitude  to 
the  friends  of  the  Society  in 
this  city  and  neighbourhood, 
who  have  empowered  them  to 
remit,  during  the  past  year, 
upwards  of  £1000  to  the  Pa- 
rent Institution,  including£300 
from  the  Ladies’  Society,  yet 
the  Annual  Subscriptions  as  yet 
barely  amount  to  £100.  They 
trust  that  the  simple  mention  of 
this  circumstance  will  call  forth 
a numerous  class  of  subscribers, 
whose  names  may  swell  the  list 
of  the  Society’s  Second  Annual 
Report. 

For  the  detail  of  the  London 
Society’s  proceedings  during 


the  year  previous  to  their  last 
Annual  Meeting,  your  Com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
their  last  Report,  which  con- 
tains a variety  of  interesting 
information.  Two  points  how- 
ever they  are  desirous  of  press- 
ing on  your  particular  attention. 
One  is  the  apprenticing  of  the 
Jewish  youths  who  have  been 
educated  under  the  Society’s 
patronage.  Six  of  these  had 
during  the  past  year  been  put 
out  as  apprentices,  three  to 
shoemakers,  one  to  an  engine 
weaver,  a fifth  to  a silk  weaver, 
and  the  sixth  to  a baker.  Y our 
Committee  earnestly  entreat  the 
religious  tradesmen  of  this  city 
and  neighbourhood,  to  aid  in 
this  respect  the  designs  of  the 
Society.  They  may  render 
most  essential  service  to  the 
cause  in  this  way,  without,  as 
may  reasonably  be  hoped,  in- 
curring any  detriment  to  them- 
selves. The  Ladies,  associated 
in  aid  of  this  great  work,  and 
all  other  friends  of  Israel,  are 
respectfully  solicited  to  omit  no 
opportunity  of  recommending 
this  measure  to  the  adoption  of 
pious  and  conscientious  masters 
in  whatever  line  of  business; 
who  are  desired  to  state  their 
terms  and  reference  to  the 
Secretaries,  either  of  the  Parent 
Society,  or  of  this  its  Aux- 
iliary. 

The  second  point  to  which 
your  Committee  wish  to  invite 
especial  attention  relates  to  the 
girls,  also  in  the  Society’s 
school  in  London,  whom  at 
the  proper  age  it  is  very  desi- 
rable to  have  placed  in  the 
service  of  religious  families. 
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It  gives  your  Committee  un- 
feigned pleasure  to  remark  the 
honourable  notice,  which  is 
taken  in  the  Society’s  last 
Report,  of  the  fact  of  three 
girls  having  been  thus  provided 
for  in  Bristol,  ‘ the  Ladies  of 
which  city,’  say  the  Committee, 
‘ have  thus  shewn  an  example 
of  Christian  tenderness  for  the 
daughters  of  Israel,  which 
reflects  on  them  high  honour,’ 
and  which,  \^iyour  Committee 
be  suffered  to  add,  it  will  be 
no  Jess  honourable  in  others  to 
imitate. 

But  it  is  time  to  draw  this 
Report  to  its  close,  though 
your  Committee  may  well  feel 
some  reluctance  to  withhold 
from  you  the  statement  of 
various  facts  and  circumstances 
which  it  would  be  no  less  inte- 
resting to  you  to  hear,  than 
gratifying  to  themselves  to  re- 
cord. They  cannot,  however, 
conclude  without  begging  you 
, neither  to  be  unmindful  of  the 
gratitude  due  to  God  for  what 
he  has  already  done,  for  and 
through  the  Society — nor  to  be 
discouraged  by  the  view  of  its 
present  and  future  difficulties— 
nor  to  cease  to  pray  for  the  final 
success  of  its  endeavours.  For 
the  accomplishment  of  its  vast 
and  important  designs,  were  it 


left  to  depend  on  the  unassisted 
counsels,  and  agency  of  man, 
its  members  might  indeed  have 
cause  for  despondency,  but  let 
not  those  despond  who  may 
humbly,  yet  boldly,  say,  ‘^The 
Lord  is  on  our  side — the  Lord 
of  Hosts  is  with  us,  the  God  of 
Jacob  is  our  refuge.”  And 
when  your  Committee  review 
the  traces  of  Divine  interposi- 
tion already  manifested  in  be- 
half of  the  Society,  they  cannot 
but  derive  encouragement  from 
the  consideration  even  of  her 
trials,  believing  that  he  who  has 
hitherto  guided  her  in  per- 
plexity and  rescued  her  from 
danger,  has  thus  given  a pledge, 
if  they  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, that  he  willcontinue  to 
watch  over,  direct,  and  defend 
her.  They  trust  also  she  has 
been  learning,  from  adverse 
occurrences,  that  wisdom  and 
circumspection  so  peculiarly 
requisite  for  the  successful  con- 
duct of  her  operations ; and 
that  having  been  taught  to  cease 
from  man  and  rely  on  an  Al- 
might}^  arm  for  protection  and 
infinite  wisdom  for  guidance, 
she  will  prove  the  more  ho- 
noured instrument  of  turning 
many  children  of  Israel  to  see% 
the  Liord  their  God  and  David 
their  king. 
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AUXILIARIES. 

Bristol,  remitted  by  Rev.  G.  Hodson 202  10  9 

Calcutta  Branch  Society  Rev.  J.  Robertson  288  2 I 

Haddington,  - ' Mr.  S.  Brown  11  13  0 
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Contributions  to  the  London  Society. 


PENNY  SOCIETIES.  , 


Berwick  Ladies,  remitted  by  Mrs.  Ainslie  y 1 6 

Donation  from  a Lady  1 1 () 

10  2 0 

Chatteris  - - Miss  S.  Chatfield 3 0 0 

Great  Shelford  - - Miss  Greys  4 '■i  o 

Little  Shelford  - - Mr.  Grain 2 9 0 

Jedburgh'  . ' " Bev.  Dr.  Waugh 9 19  6 

Romsey  . - Mr.  Wheeler 5 b 0 

Ditto'  • ' - - Mr.  Dawkins  3 14  9 

Truro  ^ - - Mrs.  Roberts  2 IS  ^ 


, CONGREGATIONAL  COLLECTIONS. 


Bentinck  Chapel,  (Rev.  B.  Woodd)  Rev.  L.  Way  " .53  3-0 

Buslington  and  Keynsham,  per  Rev.  C.  S.  Hawtrey 10  7 7 

Huddersfield,  (Rev.  Mr.  Coates)  Rev.  L.  Richmond  15  2 6| 

/ HEBREW  TESTAMENT. 

Bristol  Auxiliary,  by  Rev.  G.  Hodson  17  12  0 

Donkin,  Miss,  Bath  5 0 0 

Sundry  Contributions  from  Glasgow,  per  W.  Cuninghame,  Esq.  65  9 2 

Woodd,  Rev.  Basil,  A.  M.  Paddington  2 2 O' 


BENEFACTIONS  AND  DONATIONS. 


Bentinck  General  Association,  per  Rev.  B.  Woodd  10  0 0 

Harrington,  J.  Esq.  per  Mrs.  Dornford,  Cambridge  20  0 0 

Sundry  Contributions  at  Bath,  per  Rev.  Dr.  Gardiner,  Rev. 

C.  Coane,  and  Rev.  C.  S.  Hawtrey 38  9 8 

Ditto  from  Newland,  per  Rev.  J.  Alport  6 0 0 

'Terry,  Miss,  per  Rev.  D.  Wilson 5 0 0 


ERRATA. 

Page  77.  col.  1.  line  14.  for  clouds  pass  away,  read  clouds  shall  pass  away. 
-P.  78.  c.  2.  1.  16.  f.  was  not  in  hell,  r.  was  not  left  in  hell.  P.  103.  c.  2.  1.  13.  f. 
inonies,  r.  inouies.  P.  107.  c.  2.  1.  17.  f.  three  years  before,  r.  three  years  after. 
P.  109.  c.  2.  1.  24.  f.  notes')  r.  holes.  P.  109.  c.  2.  1.  10,  note,  f.  Tcheone,  r. 
Tcheou.  Last  line  but  one,  f.  captivity,  r.  nativity.  P.  110.  c.  2.  1.  27.  f.  Hhia 
r.  nin'3.  P.  137.  c.  2.  1.  29.  /.  r.  P.  1S9.  c.  l.  l.  17.  /.  Manthi- 

ocium,  r.  Manthiiohum.  P.  141.  c.  1.  1.  7.  f.  r.  miD  P.  141.  c.  1.  1.  24. 

f.  Ha-vou-ln-pan,  r.  II a-vou~lo-han.  P.  146.  c.  2."  1.  10.  /.  Naai-ven,  r.  Ngai-ven. 
P.  147.  c.  1.  1. 19.  f.  Hotaor,  r.  Hotaoi.  P.  147.  c.'  1.  1.  21.  f.  Etunor,  r.  Etunoi. 
P.  147.  c.  2.  1. 10.  note,  /.  Thaliu,  r.  Thalui.  P.  319.  c.  2.  h 28.  /.  errata,  r.  evicta. 
P.400./.  Bristol,  r.  Bristol  Ladies. 


3I‘INTOSII,  Printer,  London  Society’s  Office,  Spitalfields,  London. 
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